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THE GIANT AWAKENS
You can hear it in the roar of the roads connecting cities; in the
rumble of trains linking businesses across our continent. It’s there
in the hum of power stations lighting up countries, and in the
technology, which makes tomorrow happen today. And yes, it is in
the sound of a drop of water bringing hope and health to a remote
village. This is the sound of infrastructure. It is the ring of prosperity,
and the promise of opportunity.
Welcome to the summit where infrastructure connects people,
places and opportunities.
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WELCOME
Dear Infrastructure Africa delegate,

W
SUPPORTING THE AfCFTA

Growing South African trade into Africa

elcome to this 11th edition of the
annual two-day Infrastructure Africa
Business Forum, hosted virtually in
2022.

investor-friendly environment, Africa is filled
with opportunities. Infrastructure inefficiencies
are costing Africa billions of dollars annually
and are stunting growth.

As organisers of this leading infrastructure event
since its inception in 2012, we are cognisant
of the important role this platform plays in
bringing together stakeholders from across the
continent to dialogue, consolidate progress and
collaborate on future goals in the infrastructure
space.

Bridging the gap in infrastructure is thus vital
for economic advancement and sustainable
development. This can be achieved through
regional and continental cooperation and
solution finding.

Infrastructure is Africa’s top priority. With low
levels of intra-regional economic exchange and
the smallest share of global trade, Africa is the
least integrated continent in the world.
An annual investment of USD 93 billion is required
for Africa to meet its infrastructure needs:

For more than 20 years the ECIC has been a provider of commercial and political risk insurance for
cross-border transactions, offering risk mitigation solutions to South African exporters of goods and
investments. We believe that access to international trade finance is critical to the growth of intra-African
trade and are committed to the principles embodied in the Africa Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA). We
also appreciate the significant contribution that small and medium enterprises (SMEs) make to intra-African
trade and as such we provide these enterprises with structured support.
If you are an exporter of goods and investments beyond our borders, contact the ECIC.

•

USD 40.92 billion (44 per cent) for energy

•

USD 21.39 billion (23 per cent) for water and
sanitation

•

USD18.6 billion (20 per cent) for transport

•

USD 9.3 billion (10 per cent) for ICT and

•

USD 2.79 billion (3 per cent) for irrigation.

With an abundance of natural resources
and recent mineral, oil and gas discoveries,
demographic and political shifts and a more

We welcome you to the 2022 Infrastructure
Africa Business Forum so that together we
can implement regional and continental
priority programmes and projects, enhance
partnerships, mobilise resource and push for
regional integration whilst creating an enabling
environment for private sector engagement.
I wish you success in all your deliberations,
knowledge sharing and business networking
at the 2022 Infrastructure Africa.
Warm regards from Africa

Liz Hart, Managing Director

Infrastructure Africa is organised by Siyenza

Follow us:
+27 12 471 3800 | info@ecic.co.za | www.ecic.co.za
ECIC is a registered Financial Service Provider, regulated by the FSCA and Prudential Authority (FSP No: 30656).

Currently exempted in terms of FAIS Notice 78 of 2019.
PARTNERS
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2022 PROGRAMME OVERVIEW
17 - 18 AUGUST 2022 - VIRTUAL EVENT

DAY 1 - Wednesday 17th August 2022
9:20

DAY 2 - Thursday 18th August 2022
9:00

DAY 2 WELCOME

9:05

BREAKAWAY PANEL 5:
Bridging the digital infrastructure gap:
Fast-Tracking Africa’s Participation into the
4th Industrial Revolution

10:00

Business Networking, meet the Partners and Exhibitors

WELCOME AND OPENING

9:30

PLENARY PANEL 1: Agenda 2063 - The Africa we want

10:30

Business Networking, meet the Partners and Exhibitors

11:00

PLENARY PANEL 2:
Challenges and Perspectives for the Africa Continent during and after the COVID-19
Pandemic and the role of AfCFTA

12:00

Business Networking, meet the Partners and Exhibitors

13:00

PLENARY PANEL 3:
Boosting capital for development: New approaches to financing Africa’s infrastructure development (Infrastructure Funding and Financing Mechanisms)

14:00

Business Networking, meet the Partners and Exhibitors

14:30

BREAKAWAY PANEL 1:
Developing sustainable and bankable Project
Pipelines

ADDRESS 1:
Investing in the infrastructure of the future Ademola Ogunbanjo: Oando

15:30

Business Networking, meet the Partners and Exhibitors

16:00

BREAKAWAY PANEL 3:
Developing the African SME market - creating
growth and jobs

17:00

BREAKAWAY PANEL 4:
Key Project Risks and de-risking strategies

BREAKAWAY PANEL 6:
The future of mobility: Revolutionising Africa’s
Transportation Sector

ADDRESS 2: Circular Economy: current and
future opportunities for business
– Bhairav Raja: DAI
10:30

ADDRESS 3: The legal framework surrounding
Infrastructure Projects?
Gary Rademeyer: Norton Rose Fulbright
South Africa Inc

BREAKAWAY PANEL 8: The path to Africa’s
Energy transition

11:30

Business Networking, meet the Partners and Exhibitors

12:00

ADDRESS 4:
The future of water in Africa: Sustainable
solutions for water management
Chitto Siame: Mergence

13:00

Business Networking, meet the Partners and Exhibitors

13:30

BREAKAWAY PANEL 11:
The emerging hydrogen economy

14:30

Business Networking, meet the Partners and Exhibitors

15:00

SMART CITIES ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSION

16:00

CLOSING

END OF DAY 1

BREAKAWAY PANEL 10:
Gearing for Growth:
Industrialization and Global Value Chains

BREAKAWAY PANEL 12:
Innovation as a new driver of growth in Africa

BREAKAWAY PANEL 14:
How a Special Economic Zone (SEZ) can propel
economic development

Programme is subject to change
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PROGRAMME
SESSION SUMMARIES

Agenda
2063
MODERATOR:
Vivek Mittal

Afida-Africa

PANELISTS:
Sabine Dall’Omo

Siemens Southern and
Eastern Africa
Louis van Pletsen

Karbon CCS

Dr. Towela Nyirenda Jere

AUDA-NEPAD

Hafez Ghanem

Brookings Institution in
Washington DC
Maurice Radebe

WITS Business School
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PLENARY PANEL 1:

Agenda 2063 - The Africa we want
AGENDA 2063 is Africa’s blueprint and master plan for transforming Africa into the global
powerhouse of the future. It is the continent’s strategic framework that aims to deliver on
its goal for inclusive and sustainable development and is a concrete manifestation of the
pan-African drive for unity, self-determination, freedom, progress and collective prosperity
pursued under Pan-Africanism and African Renaissance The genesis of Agenda 2063 was
the realisation by African leaders that there was a need to refocus and reprioritise Africa’s
agenda from the struggle against apartheid and the attainment of political independence
for the continent which had been the focus of The Organisation of African Unity (OAU),
the precursor of the African Union; and instead to prioritise inclusive social and economic
development, continental and regional integration, democratic governance and peace
and security amongst other issues aimed at repositioning Africa to becoming a dominant
player in the global arena.

PLENARY PANEL 2:

Challenges and Perspectives for the Africa
Continent during and after the COVID-19 Pandemic
and the role of AfCFTA

Dr Martyn Davies

Deloitte

The African Continental Free Trade Area agreement (AfCFTA) will constitute the world’s
largest free trade area, with the objective to realise a continent-wide single market for
goods and services with free movement of business, persons, and investments. The
AfCFTA has the potential to reignite industrialisation and lay the foundation for the
continent’s integration into the global economy as a significant participant. To render
the AfCFTA successful, developing a robust infrastructure and streamlining regulatory
framework is imperative. An integral component of rebalancing global trade relations is
to level the playing field for African businesses, enabling them to operate in a large-scale
market unbridled by regulatory fragmentation.

PANELISTS:
Kudzanayi Bangure

Talking Points:

DRC Invest

•

How can the private sector become more involved in defining national strategies?

•

How can the removal of trade barriers improve efficiency, enhance competition, and
incentivise development of strategic solutions to local challenges through regional economies
of scale, whilst simultaneously advancing the efficacy of resource allocation?

•

How will successful implementation of the agreement have a profound impact on the
continent’s energy, transport, water and information technology sectors?

•

How can African authorities plan to develop a ‘robust’ infrastructure to render the AfCFTA
successful?

•

What is the progress to date on the implementation of the AfCFTA?

PLENARY PANEL 3:

Boosting capital for development: New
approaches to financing Africa’s infrastructure
development (Infrastructure Funding and
Financing Mechanisms).
Investment in infrastructure is critical for Africa’s sustained economic growth. Africa’s
infrastructure projects are considerably short on funding, and little has been done
recently to mitigate the colossal funding gap. The continent’s energy, transport, water and
information technology services have the potential to grow significantly and to do this
funding is required. Furthermore, COVID-19 accelerated mobile money usage and saw
governments rush to provide financial relief through digital channels. Around 1.2 billion
adults have gained access to financial services in the last decade, in part aided by financial
technology.

Talking Points:

Talking Points:

•

What is the main aim and objectives of Agenda 2063?

•

What innovative funding models are available to ignite infrastructure development?

•

What is the Africa that we want from each panel member’s perspective

•

•

What are some of the goals of Agenda 2063?

How can the financial industry best deploy technology to meet the current and future needs
of individuals and businesses?

•

What is key to growing Africa’s economies?

•

How can Africa build a robust capital market comparable to other nations?

•

What are the new growth opportunities in the infrastructure realm that can develop the
continent?

•

Explain how Africa has the potential to meet a significant part of its infrastructure investment
needs from domestic sources?

•

What will financial services look like in 10 years?

STRATEGIC PARTNER

MODERATOR:

PARTNERS

NEPAD Business Foundation
Matt Cullinan

Atlantis Special Economic
Zone
Stavros Nicolaou

Aspen Pharmacare Holdings
Limited
Ben Leyka

MODERATOR:
Duncan Bonnett

Africa House

PANELISTS:
Paul Mojalefa

Export Credit Insurance
Corporation
Samuel Mokorosi

Johannesburg Stock
Exchange
Steven Gray

UK Export Finance
Lungile L. Tom

Development Bank of
Southern Africa
Hannah Subayi Kamuanga

Proparco

Meike Wetsch

Coega Development
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BREAKAWAY PANEL 3:
MODERATOR:

Developing the African SME market - creating
growth and jobs

Mark Taylor

Lepharo

PANELISTS
Chris Campbell

Consulting Engineers South
Africa
Dr More Manda

merSETA

Ken Osei

International Finance
Corporation
Sheldon Tatchell

Legend Barbershop

MODERATOR:
De Buys Scott

Cornerstone Infrastructure
Advisors
PANELISTS:
Paul Mutamba

Eversend

Nicole Maske

Eos Capital

Bongani Mankewu

Nelson Mandela University

Talking Points:

BREAKAWAY PANEL 1:

•

What do SMEs need to help them grow and enter mainstream economies?

Developing sustainable and bankable project
pipelines

•

What does the outlook look like for SMEs in a post pandemic era?

•

How can technology play a role to support SMEs?

•

What challenges do SMEs face and how can they be overcome?

Project pipelines have become a critical focal point in efforts to achieve the UN’s
Sustainable Development Goals by 2030. While most developing economies point to
funding as the most significant barrier to developing the infrastructure needed to achieve
a modern, robust net-zero economy, this is not necessarily the case. The main obstacle
to the investment required is a lack of well-prepared, investment-ready, bankable projects.
Most African policymakers and leaders appreciate the importance of developing the
infrastructure needed to drive sustainable socio-economic growth. However, there is a
long journey between allocating the budget and realising the benefits of a well-executed
infrastructure project. The missing key is investing in the project pipelines that lead to
the successful realisation of infrastructure development. A project pipeline needs to
start with developing an enabling environment with clear policy directives from the
government. Adequate feasibility studies must address everything from financial modelling
to environmental impact and create a clear downstream implementation path. If Africa is
going to achieve its infrastructure goals in time to take a leading role in the global economy
by 2030, governments need to invest in developing the pipelines to realise the projects
upon which we will base our success.

Talking points:
•

What are the key barriers to project implementation in Africa and how can we forge the
collaborative partnerships that result in strong project pipelines?

•

Developing sustainable and bankable project pipelines demands the input of a diverse
range of expertise, from policymakers and financial consultants to environmental engineers.
What skills do we need to develop locally to start creating project pipelines that manifest
successful projects.

•

10

As we look ahead, a healthy SME sector is vital for the economic recovery of African countries,
where SMEs often make up more than 90% of all enterprises, significantly contributing
towards inclusive economic growth. Sub-Saharan Africa alone has 44m micro, small and
medium enterprises. They also offer jobs and the promise of a livelihood, as SMEs are
responsible for an estimated 80% of jobs across the continent. If we can ensure these
SMEs succeed, we’ll have a foundation for economic recovery that can fuel sustainable,
inclusive growth in all corners of the continent. SMEs are playing an increasingly significant
role in shaping national growth strategies, employment and social cohesion, as they
contribute to improving the standard of living across the more vulnerable segments of
society. A stable, growing, connected small business can be the key to financial inclusion
for the whole community.

What are some of the key aspects of project planning that need to be strengthened locally
and intercontinentally to achieve the continent’s development goals?

STRATEGIC PARTNER

BREAKAWAY PANEL 4:

MODERATOR:
Dianne Games

SA Nigeria Chamber of
Commerce
PANELISTS:
Andrey Bogdanov

Risk Insights

Dr Lee-Anne Mckinnell

South African National
Space Agency
Nadia Rawjee

Key Project Risks and de-risking strategies
To be successful in growing the number of regional and domestic infrastructure projects and
their impact in advancing sustainable inclusive development, Africa is required to shift its
mindset, processes, policies, programmes and metrics. Governments need to restructure
and streamline project development processes, optimise the roles of all participants and
introduce innovative risk-mitigating solutions and regional alignment strategies. Moreover,
governments need to create an enabling legal environment for private sector participation
in infrastructure delivery to have the ideal framework to invest in such projects.

Talking Points:
•

What are some of the key project risks facing the developers of infrastructure projects and
can some examples be given on how to mitigate them?

Africa Green

•

Are there new mechanisms in place to speed up project development and to de-risk them?

Gerald Mwandiambira

•

How can Africa champion the scaling-up and utilisation of existing and innovative risk
mitigation instruments to incentivise investment in infrastructure?

•

How can frameworks for aligned and smoother infrastructure implementation, such as right
of way laws, sectoral regulations and arbitration processes, be effectively implemented?

•

African infrastructure projects, national and regional, as well as PIDA projects, are
extraordinarily challenging, requiring coordination, communication and partnerships
between a vast array of public and private entities. How can Africa create efficient, transparent
platforms for accelerated project development and risk mitigation?

Uzenzele Holdings
Cathy Oxby

Sugar Creek Group

PARTNERS
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BREAKAWAY PANEL 5:
MODERATOR:
Pieter Grootes

Networks Anonymous
PANELISTS:
Sean Sanders

Revix

Ian Putter

Standard Bank
Olubunmi Fabanwo

Binance

Brenda Ramokopelwa

TAFFD’s

WHEN WE FINANCE AND
MANAGE INFRASTRUCTURE
SOLUTIONS,
WE BEND THE ARC OF
HISTORY TOWARDS SHARED
PROSPERITY.

Bridging the digital infrastructure gap: Fasttracking Africa’s participation in the 4th Industrial
Revolution
The 4th Industrial Revolution (4IR) has ushered in an era of unprecedented economic
disruption across the globe, with unclear socio-economic implications for Africa. On the
one hand, developing countries such as China and Thailand are building new industries
from the ground up, using 4IR technologies to gain a competitive advantage. On the
other hand, disparities in access to the internet and associated technologies have
the potential to widen the socio-economic divide. The Broadband Commission of the
International Communication Union and UNESCO estimated that, between 2020 and
2030, it would cost on average $10 billion per annum to bring an additional 1.1 billion
people online. This is required to bridge the connectivity gap between industrialised and
emerging economies. According to Internet World Stats, only 17.8% of Africans have
internet access at home, while up to 90% of American households are online. If Africa is
going to maximise the opportunities presented by the 4IR, it is imperative that policy and
spending are directed towards building the infrastructure needed to get the continent
online.

Talking Points:
•

How can developing economies take advantage of 4IR technology to gain a competitive
advantage in the global economy?

•

What are some of the challenges preventing the deployment of communications
infrastructure across the African continent?

•

Should public-private partnerships play a role in bridging the connectivity divide on the
continent?

•

What are some of the emerging success stories coming out of the Continent relating to the
use of technology, i.e. online banking, etc.

At the DBSA, infrastr uc t ure d e ve lo p me n t is a bou t m or e t h a n j u s t fi n a n ci n g br i ck s a n d m o rta r.
I t i s about im proving p e o p le’s live s an d in t e gr a t i n g Afr i ca’s e co n om i e s . We offe r e x p e r t i se
a n d i nfrastructure so lut io n s , r an g in g f ro m p l a n n i n g, pr o j e ct pr e p a r a t i o n , fi n a n ci n g, de l i v ery
a n d mai ntenance. Thr o ug h s o lid p art n e rs h ip s w i t h ou r cl i e n t s a n d s t a ke h ol de r s , w e p r omo te
s usta i n a ble d evelopme n t imp ac t in S o ut h Afr i ca a n d a cr os s t h e co n t i n e n t .
We are D BSA. Build i n g Af r ic a’s P ro s p e rit y.
To pa rtner on this jo urn e y o r t o f in d o ut mor e a bou t u s , v i si t w w w.dbsa .or g

PARTNERS
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BREAKAWAY PANEL 8:

The path to Africa’s energy transition

Beyond facilitating social interaction and integration, transportation infrastructure is vital
to trade and commerce across the African continent. Much like deficits in reliable energy,
potholed roads and decaying railway infrastructure are major stumbling blocks to economic
growth across the continent. The fragility of global supply chains, highlighted by the 2021
Suez Canal obstruction, is becoming increasingly evident. However, just as obvious is the
role that 4IR technologies can play in mitigating risk and optimising functionality across the
transport and logistics sectors. Self-driving electric cars, fleets of package-delivering drones,
and public transport by Hyperloop may seem like science fiction. However, these emerging
technologies are ideally suited to address some of Africa’s most pressing transport and
logistics needs.

The global drive towards net zero emission by 2030 presents African countries with
risks and enormous opportunities. Global development agendas champion people’s
right to sustainable development and poverty eradication. However, realizing those
rights while dealing with the impact of climate change, the Covid-19 Pandemic, and
upheavals in the geopolitical landscape over the past two years is more challenging
than ever. In recognition of Africa’s low-level contribution towards global energy
consumption, accounting for only 3.3% of global primary energy consumed in 2020,
the Paris Agreement acknowledges the need for the emissions of developing countries
to take longer to peak while developed countries need to do more. Herein lies the
opportunity to open a path to Africa’s energy transition. The continent is uniquely
gifted with abundant renewable energy sources at a time when access to fossil fuels is
increasingly constrained due to the Russia-Ukrainian conflict. If leveraged strategically,
this could offer the continent much-needed opportunities for job creation, industrial
development, and energy access. The situation calls for renewed thinking on Africa’s
energy access and the path the continent takes towards achieving its development and
sustainability goals in the short and long terms.

Talking points:

Talking points:

BREAKAWAY PANEL 6:

The future of mobility: Revolutionising Africa’s
Transportation Sector
MODERATOR:
Winston Jordaan

Grid Cars

PANELISTS:
Craig Parker

Frost & Sullivan
Shantha Bloemen

Mobility for Africa
Edem Foli

uYilo Electric Mobility
Programme
Justin Coetzee

GoMetro

Tim Jaques

Motus Africa

14

•

What role can the transport and logistics sectors play in the economic emancipation of Africa?

•

How can we use 4IR technologies to build sustainable, robust transport and logistics systems
that will open the doors to intercontinental and global trade for African economies?

•

How do you envision the modernization of transport and logistics infrastructure transforming
the lives of people on the ground?

•

Are there innovation nee mobility solutions emerging in Africa?

STRATEGIC PARTNER

MODERATOR:
Brian Statham

Brian Statham & Associates
PANELISTS:
Simbini Tichakunda

AUDA-NEPAD
Niall Kramer

Corporate Marketing Leader
Prof Sambo Abubakar

World Energy Council Nigeria
Maurits Perold

Turnkey Solar Solutions
Vally Padayachee

VDW

•

The Ukraine crisis, COVID-19 pandemic, and climate crises have had an enormous impact
on the global energy industry. How can Africa position itself to take advantage of these
market disruptions while dealing with the immediate consequences of soaring fuel and
food costs?

•

Africa’s energy situation calls for ambitious and pragmatic measures to increase access
to reliable energy while moving towards net zero emissions by 2030. How do we achieve
these seemingly opposed objectives to further the continent’s development goals?

•

How can we leverage Africa’s natural resources to alleviate the current global energy
crisis while avoiding the legacy of colonialist exploitation?

PARTNERS
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BREAKAWAY PANEL 10:

Gearing for Growth: Industrialisation and Global
Value Chains
MODERATOR:
Vinesh Maharaj

PwC

PANELISTS:
Phyllis Wakiaga

Tony Blair Institute for Global
Change
Daniel Goldberg

Bridgement

Corrie van der wath

Matleng Energy Solutions
Lesetja R T Mogoba

Creators Emporium

Coenraad Bezuidenhout

Maverick Shared Value

According to a recent African Union publication titled Africa’s Development Dynamics, Africa’s
participation in global value chains (GVCs) over the past two decades has failed to realise the
economic transformation needed to achieve the United Nation’s 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development on the continent. Africa has a richer concentration of untapped natural
resources than any other continent but remains at the bottom of the GVC, with only 1.9% of
manufacturing taking place in Africa. For Africa to claim its position as a force on the global
market, it is essential for African leaders to continue investing in the infrastructure needed
to bolster local manufacturing and intercontinental supply chains to catch up with the global
economic recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic.

Talking Points
•

What are the most critical infrastructure deficits that African countries need to address to
support industrialisation and economic transformation?

•

How can policy on local manufacturing contribute to reshaping the continent’s role in the global
supply chain?

•

What opportunities does the current global supply chain crisis open for local manufacturing and
what infrastructure will best support optimising those opportunities?

BREAKAWAY PANEL 12:

•

How can intercontinental infrastructure development projects contribute toward realising the
socio-economic goals of the African Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA)?

Innovation as a new driver of growth in Africa

BREAKAWAY PANEL 11:

The Emerging Hydrogen Economy
MODERATOR:
Dave Wright

David Wright Consulting
PANELISTS:
Jackwell Feris

Cliffe Dekker Hofmeyr
Ebrahim Takolia

Green Hydrogen Solutions
Mahandra Rooplall

IDC

Thabo Molekoa

Siemens Energy
Southern Africa

Green Hydrogen is one of the most promising clean energy sources on the planet. It is quickly
emerging as a critical enabler of the global transition to sustainable energy and net-zero
emission economies. In Africa, the burgeoning hydrogen economy has enormous potential
to create jobs, increase access to reliable electricity, and foster sustainable development
across the continent. There is a worldwide race to develop green hydrogen, and Africa is on
the starting line with the industrialised world for the first time. According to the consultancy
firm Accenture, Germany plans to invest $10.6 million, France and Portugal $8 billion each, and
Britain more than $16 on developing green hydrogen over the next few years. The investment
spread is similar, if not more aggressive, in Africa. In May 2022, the Africa Green Hydrogen
Alliance was launched by Egypt, Kenya, Mauritania, Morocco, Namibia, and South Africa at the
first-ever Green Hydrogen Global Assembly. Namibia is currently developing a green hydrogen
project valued at $9.4 billion, targeting 2 gigawatts of renewable electricity by 2026. In February
this year, South Africa announced its support of a pipeline of green hydrogen projects worth
approximately $17.8 billion. Africa is poised to take the lead in the race for green hydrogen,
which could contribute significantly toward closing the development gap.

Talking Points:

16

•

Most highly industrialised nations must redesign existing infrastructure to achieve their Co2
emissions reduction goals. Africa is building infrastructure to fuel new industries using green
energy from the get-go. How can African economies maximise this rare levelling of the playing
fields?

•

The International Renewable Energy Agency (IRENA) advocates renewable energy as an answer to
many of Africa’s economic, environmental, and social challenges. What role can green hydrogen
play in realising these goals?

•

How can Africa’s green hydrogen project plans be harnessed to alleviate the current global
energy crisis?

STRATEGIC PARTNER

According to a 2016 thought leadership discussion hosted by Deloitte at the World Economic
Forum in Ruanda, investing in commodities requires building assets that consistently produce
depreciating returns. A mine may bring economic prosperity, with resultant socio-economic
upliftment, to a region for a generation or two but will eventually reach the end of its life cycle.
Conversely, an investment in innovation has the potential to yield consistently appreciating
returns over both short and long terms. Investing in education, health care, and technology
that improves people’s working experience will result in healthier, more productive, and
more innovative populations. These gains have an accumulative effect and are the antidote
to the cycle of poverty that has plagued Africa for generations. In addition, innovative
solutions utilising 4IR technologies cultivate new markets, increase labour productivity, and
drive inclusive growth and sustainable development. However, Africa’s ability to capitalise on
innovation as a growth driver is contingent on deploying communication infrastructure to
increase Africa’s digital footprint. If innovation is the fast track to prosperity, Africa must have
the infrastructure to enter the race.

MODERATOR:
Chiboni Evans

SAEEC

PANELISTS:
Sharin Govender

ICLEI Africa

Zingisa Motloba

IUCN

Guy Harris

Pathways to Prosperity

Talking Points:
•

Education, health, and employment levels are often used as indicators of relative development.
How can innovation be used to optimise these critical social variables to advance inclusive
development and sustainable growth?

•

What role does infrastructure development play in furthering access to education, health care,
and employment opportunities on the continent?

•

How can African countries foster a culture of innovation in their macro and micro economic
environments?

PARTNERS
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Smart Cities Roundtable Discussion
MODERATOR:
Peter Sullivan:

Media and Political
Consultant
PANELISTS:
Maurits Perold

Turnkey Solar Solutions
Clint Haggins

Property Point

The establishment of Smart Cities is among the 17 Sustainable Development Goals
adopted by the United Nations in 2015. The main objective of a Smart City is to create
safe, secure, clean urban spaces where people can move freely, access critical services
such as housing, health care, and education, and explore economic opportunities,
all in an inclusive environment. Central to the realisation of the Smart City model
are infrastructures built around technologies such as the Internet of Things, Artificial
Intelligence, and Blockchain or Geospatial Technology. Transforming a traditional city
into a Smart City is complex, and Africa is lagging behind most developed economies in
achieving the shift. While there are some success stories, notably in Cape Town, South
Africa; Nairobi in Kenya; Port Louis in Mauritius; Abidjan in Ivory Coast; and Lagos in
Nigeria, these achievements are by no means ubiquitous and do not necessarily resemble
their Western counterparts in many respects. With Statista estimating urbanisation
rates as high as 47% across Africa in 2022, African states are under increasing pressure
to develop urban environments that will support their nation’s development goals. The
Smart City model, as realised in countries across the Americas, Europe, and Asia, may
not be achievable or even desirable in the African context. However, a uniquely African
iteration of the Smart City model, complete with technology-driven infrastructure, could
be the key to Africa’s future success.

Talking Points:
•

18

Africa is home to some of the world’s most unequal societies, a glaringly apparent reality
in the vast majority of the content’s urban spaces. How can the Smart City model be used
to equalise access to resources and opportunity across socio-economic groups in the
African context?
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BREAKAWAY PANEL 14:

How a Special Economic Zone (SEZ) can propel
economic development
Special Economic Zones (SEZ) designated by policymakers and zoning authorities for specific
economic activities have proven successful in many developed economies. The main aim
of SEZs is to attract foreign direct investment (FDI), support regional trade and industry,
and create jobs. These objectives are top priorities for developing states where low levels
of industrialisation and high unemployment rates threaten social security. However, over
the past two decades, the successful establishment of SEZs at a regional level in Africa
has failed to produce many of the promised benefits. Challenges include a lack of physical
infrastructure, regulatory uncertainty, policy instability, weak implementation capacity,
and lack of institutional coordination. SEZs have the potential to bolster Africa’s emerging
manufacturing sector and could help achieve the socio-economic goals of the African
Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA). However, experience has taught us that replicating
Western SEZ models in Africa is not an appropriate approach. The solution is to develop an
Africa-specific SEZ model that will bring much-needed economic stimulation to areas with the
most potential and greatest need.

Talking Points:

Peter Sullivan

Media and Political
Consultant
PANELISTS:
Xola Sithole

Vaal SEZ

Asanda Xawuka

Coega Development
Corporation
Maidei Matika

Gauteng IDZ

Stieneke Jensma

•

Successful SEZs are built on solid policy development and implementation, integrated structural
planning and infrastructure development, and cooperation between multiple stakeholders.
How can we improve these aspects of SEZ implementation in Africa?

•

Can establishing public-private partnerships support the successful realisation of productive
SEZ?

•

What are some barriers to shifting to Smart City planning and infrastructure development
in Africa’s largest cities?

•

•

How do we close the gap between policy and implementation when it comes to building
Smart Cities in Africa?

What role could 4IR technologies play in the successful planning, implementation, and operation
of SEZs regionally and intercontinental?

•

What would an Africa-specific SEZ model look like, and how would it differ from more traditional
models?

STRATEGIC PARTNER
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PARTNERS
STRATEGIC PARTNER
AUDA - NEPAD PLANNING AND COORDINATION
AGENCY
We are the development agency of the African Union, coordinating and executing
priority regional and continental development projects to promote regional
integration towards the accelerated realisation of Agenda 2063 – Africa’s vision
and action plan. We are mandated to strengthen capacity of Member States and
regional bodies.
Website: www.nepad.org

TRADE ASSOCIATION PARTNERS
THE ENGINEERING AND TECHNOLOGY GROUPING
OF EXPORT COUNCILS (ETGEC)

JSE Private Placements

The Engineering and Technology Grouping of Export Councils (ETGEC) comprises
the International Steel Fabricators (ISF), South African Electrotechnical Export
Council (SAEEC), South African Capital Equipment Export Council (SACEEC), Built
Environment Professionals Export Council (BEPEC) and the Rail Road’s Association
(RRA) of Southern Africa.

Introducing a new platform that
nurtures your business prosperity

This grouping of export councils, supported by the South African Department
of Trade and Industry the dti has a reach of over one thousand South African
national and multinational companies, through its membership base and that of
its associated industry bodies. It was formed in order to provide a holistic support
offering to members companies as they participate in infrastructure projects on
the African continent.

The JSE has developed a new digitally efficient
platform that connects your business with
investors that can turn your blueprint into a reality.
JSE Private Placements streamlines the capital
raising process by providing investment
opportunities using next generation fintech.
let’s connect

www.jseprivateplacements.co.za

E+I 8219

Authorised FSP - FSP No. 51709
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PARTNER
EXPORT CREDIT INSURANCE CORPORATION (ECIC)
ECIC is the official export credit agency (ECA) of South African government. ECIC
provides insurance that enables South African exporters to offer their services
and products on the international market, with a particular focus on emerging
markets that are considered too risky for conventional insurers. Its overarching
goal and mandate from the South African government is to make South African
exporters attractive to international buyers to attract foreign income, stimulate
local economic growth and create local jobs.

UK EXPORT FINANCE (UKEF)
UK Export Finance (UKEF) is the UK’s export credit agency, established in 1919.
We support UK exporters, international project sponsors and buyers of UK goods
and services, working closely with private sector partners, including banks, to
offer a range of innovative and flexible export finance solutions.
In 2020/21, we provided £12.3 bn in support for UK exports to 77 countries and
increased our capacity to support export to over 100 foreign markets. UKEF can
support UK businesses of any size and across all sectors, from capital goods to
services and intangibles such as intellectual property.

ECIC is the official export credit agency (ECA) of South African government. ECIC
provides insurance that enables South African exporters to offer their services
and products on the international market, with a particular focus on emerging
markets that are considered too risky for conventional insurers. Its overarching
goal and mandate from the South African government is to make South African
exporters attractive to international buyers to attract foreign income, stimulate
local economic growth and create local jobs.

UKEF has a network of Export Finance Managers based around the UK, who
provide free and impartial consultations for exporters. They help UK companies
to check they are getting the appropriate export finance support and, if not, guide
them on how to bridge any gaps.
To find out more about UKEF and how we can support you on your export journey,
visit

Website: www.ecic.co.za

Website: www.great.gov.uk/trade-finance

PARTNER

SESSION HOST
DEVELOPMENT BANK OF SOUTH AFRICA (DBSA)
The Development Bank of Southern Africa is one of the leading development
financial institutions on the continent. Our primary purpose is delivering impactful
development finance solutions that ignite transformative change in South Africa
and on the rest of the African continent. Improving the quality of life of people in
Africa is the fundamental focus of our development impact.

JSE PRIVATE PLACEMENTS
The Johannesburg Stock Exchange (JSE) is a leading global exchange that
co-creates, unlocks value and makes real connections happen. With JSE Private
Placements (JPP), the JSE is building a Future-Fit stock exchange that delivers a
digital platform for unlisted companies to showcase their businesses and attract
funders seamlessly. The JSE does this through JPP, which brings together next
generation fintech capabilities through Globacap’s platform to facilitate efficient
and transformational private placements.

Website: www.dbsa.org

Website: www.jse.co.za
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SESSION HOST
THE COEGA DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION (CDC)
The Coega Development Corporation (CDC) is headquartered in the City of
Gqeberha, Nelson Mandela Bay Municipality, South Africa, with a strategic
operational footprint in South Africa and beyond our borders in the African
continent. The CDC’s vision is to be the leading catalyst for the championing of
socio-economic development. We seek to achieve this through the development
and operation of the 9 003-hectare Coega Special Economic Zone (SEZ), a
transhipment hub and a leading investment destination in Africa, as well as
through providing highly skilled competence and capacity for the execution
of complex infrastructure and related projects throughout South Africa and
selected markets on the African continent, and through offering advisory on the
development of industrialisation and logistics zones.
The CDC’s advanced capabilities are successful enablers in economic zone
development and management, real assets management, infrastructure planning
and development,
technology integration and for realising related socio-economic impact areas
such as skills and SMME development. The foundational culture of the CDC’s
approach, backed by core values, is innovation and continuous improvement.
The Coega SEZ is purpose-designed following the cluster model of 14 zones
which strategically positions related and synergistic industries focusing on various
sectors including Energy, Automotive, Manufacturing, Water, Metals and Chemical
to mention but a few.

ACHIEVE MORE
WITH OUR
FLEXIBLE FINANCE

Website: www.coega.com

ENDORSING PARTNER
NEPAD BUSINESS FOUNDATION (NBF)
The NEPAD Business Foundation (NBF) is an independent non-profit organisation
that coordinates private sector efforts aimed at Africa’s economic growth and
development in alignment with the New Partnership for Africa’s Development
(NEPAD) thematic areas. The objective of the NBF is to support public sector
endorsed plans and projects by mobilising private sector resources (finance,
expertise and information) towards Africa’s economic growth and development.
The NBF is a neutral ‘Implementing Agent’ for public-private development
initiatives in Africa. It does this by facilitating project executions, providing project
management services and by removing blockages to project implementation.
The NBF is ideally positioned to accelerate project execution on behalf of various
stakeholders and funders.
Website: nepadbusinessfoundation.org

In the last two years UK Export Finance
have provided more than £2bn of support
to projects across Africa in a wide range of
sectors.
With competitive and flexible financing
solutions and its rich tradition of innovation
and excellence, UK Export Finance can add
momentum to your projects and support
development and growth.
LEARN MORE AT
GREAT.GOV.UK/PROJECT-FINANCE
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ADDRESS 2:

CIRCULAR ECONOMY:
Current and future opportunities for business
BHAIRAV RAJA
Director
DAI Sustainable Business Group

ADDRESS 1:

Bhairav Raja leads the Responsible Business Practice at DAI’s Sustainable Business Group in
London. Bhairav has worked globally, including in a range of frontier and emerging markets in
Africa and Latin America. He has designed and led private sector engagement projects for a broad
client base, including governments and private and public corporations across energy, financial
services, and retail. He has designed solutions for small businesses in digital financial services
and climate finance, guided innovation in access to finance in agribusiness and renewable energy
value chains, advised on corporate social investment strategies and led policy research inputs
for macro policy instruments such as the European Commission’s Carbon Border Adjustment
Mechanism and Sustainable Corporate Governance Initiative.

INVESTING IN THE INFRASTRUCTURE OF THE FUTURE
ADEMOLA OGUNBANJO
Executive Vice President
Oando Clean Energy Ltd
Ademola is currently the Executive Vice President of Oando Clean Energy Ltd., a subsidiary of
Oando Plc. He is also an Executive Council member and GM of the Business Support Group at
Oando Energy Resources where he provides leadership for the Human Capital Management,
Supply Chain Management and Admin Services, IT, Corporate Communications and Social
Responsibility, Governance, and Legal departments

SPEAKER

He has a Certificate in Business, International Relations, and the Political Economy from the
London School of Economics and Political Science and is a scholar of the Said Business School,
University of Oxford, and HEC Business School, Paris where he studied Consulting and Coaching
for Change. He has a B.Sc. in Urban and Regional Planning from the Obafemi Awolowo University,
Ile-Ife.
He trained as an Internal Consultant and Coach at Oxford Management Consulting, UK, and is a
Fellow of the Institute of Management Consultants, and a member of the Institute of Directors.
A SEC-certified Market Analyst, Ademola holds an Executive Masters Certificate in Project
Management from the PM College, London.

SPEAKER

ADDRESS 3:

The legal framework surrounding Infrastructure Projects
GARY RADEMEYER

Ademola is also the CEO of Proviant Integrated Services Limited, a social engineering company
with a focus on the Niger Delta region towards the protection of E&P assets. His earlier career
included a 4-year stint at the National Bank of Nigeria Limited where he became the pioneer
Regional Retail Manager, South-West Region.

Director
Norton Rose Fulbright South Africa Inc
Gary specializes in projects and in particular their construction and litigation and has vast experience as follows:

He worked briefly with MTN’s Sales and Distribution division, and later moved to Vmobile Nigeria
(now known as Airtel Nigeria Limited) to assume the role of Strategy Executive, Corporate & SME
Segments.
Ademola joined Ocean and Oil Holdings (OOH) as Manager, Energy Investments; his role was
to deliver on the MSA/TSA between OOH and Oando Plc., covering such functions as Human
Resources, Energy Services and Sales & Marketing. He later co-pioneered the startup of an
OOH subsidiary, Avaizon Consulting Limited, a Strategy, Execution Management and Business
Performance Coaching firm he headed as Chief Executive Officer having previously served as VP,
Strategy and Performance Coaching for two years.

Dealing with infrastructure projects as well as projects concerning energy and other industrial
plants. Gary is a specialist in construction and engineering law with the advantage of extensive
experience in the negotiation and drafting of construction contracts and project agreements as
well as dealing with any disputes should they arise in the performance of the contracts.
Advises contractors, sub-contractors and employers on the use of the FIDIC suite of documents
including conditions of contract for construction, conditions of contract for plant and design-build
and conditions of contract for the EPC/Turnkey projects as well as on the drafting of agreements
for the procurement of plant, machinery and equipment with extensive experience in preparing
specifications for various items of plant, including amongst others, boilers, turbines, diffusers,
air conditioning equipment, furniture and fittings and the like. He also advises on the drafting
of consultancy agreements for the appointment of all consultants (architects, electrical and
mechanical engineers, project managers, quantity surveyors, geotechnical engineers). Gary also
advises on the preparation, interpretation, application and implementation of all standard form
contracts.

SPEAKER

With core expertise in strategy, execution management, organizational design and development,
transaction management, business opportunity assessment, performance management,
leadership coaching, etc., Ademola has worked with diverse clients such as the Oando Group,
Imo, Kaduna, Lagos, Cross River, Ondo, Ogun and Kano States of Nigeria, the World Bank, DfID,
Airtel Nigeria, Interswitch, BankPHB, The Liberian Government, Triton Aviation, First Bank Plc.,
and a number of HNIs.
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Address 4:

The future of water in Africa: Sustainable solutions for water
management
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MODERATORS
DR. MARTYN DAVIES

CHITO SIAME

Africa Automotive Industry Leader
Deloitte

Investment Principal (Private Markets), Mergence Investment Managers
Mergence

Dr Martyn Davies is the Managing Director of Emerging Markets & Africa at Deloitte and also the
Automotive Industry Leader at Deloitte Africa. Over his career, he has been a trusted advisor to
the C-Suite at a large array of multinational firms on their market entry & engagement strategies
in emerging markets and Africa. Dr Davies has been selected as a Young Global Leader, an
honour bestowed by the World Economic Forum each year to recognise the most distinguished

Qualifications

SPEAKER

•

BSc Hons

•

MCom (Financial Management)

•

Association of Chartered Certified Accountants (ACCA)

As an Investment Principal, Chito focuses on private market investment opportunities (private
equity and/or credit) throughout the Southern African Development Community (SADC). Chito
was the lead to conclude transactions in the aquaculture and microfinancing sectors. He serves
on the boards of several of Mergence investee companies. Chito joined Mergence Investment
Managers in 2011, initially as an Equity Analyst in the Public Markets investment team at focused
on various company sectors including FMCG, hospitality, financial services, and telecommunications before transitioning to the Private Markets investment team in 2015. Previous work
experience includes audit and management consulting, as well as business analysis at Lafarge
Holcim South East Africa

MODERATOR

young leaders nominated below the age of 40 from around the world. He is a member of the
prestigious Young President’s Organisation (YPO), a global network of young chief executives
across 130 countries. He is a Senior Fellow at the Mastercard Center for Inclusive Growth – a
group comprising leading international economists which works on subjects relating to macro-economics and inclusive growth. He is currently an Adviser to the President of Namibia,
H.E Hage Geingob, for the President’s 4IR Task Force Advisory Group. He is a Visiting Professor
at IE Business School, Madrid, Spain and is a Non-Executive Director of the NEPAD Business
Foundation as well as Apolitical, a non-governmental organization training young people for
public service.

DUNCAN BONNETT
Director
Africa House

MODERATOR
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Duncan is a director at Africa House, a specialist Africa research and consulting company. Duncan
has advised both corporate and government clients on opportunities in the region, business
modalities, the changing nature of Africa and how to best access these opportunities. Duncan
has a unique understanding of the drivers of growth in individual countries in Sub-Saharan Africa,
their interconnected nature and a granular understanding of the operating environments, the
business intelligence needed to operate in sensitive locations, and the ability to marry these into
cogent, practical strategies. This has taken Duncan to over 25 countries on assignment regionally
and globally in a variety of fields, including cement and building materials, mining supply, oil
and gas projects, FMCG, the built environment, power and transport related projects, trade hub
development and supply-side logistics analysis.
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CHIBONI EVANS

PIETER GROOTES

Chief Executive Officer
South African Electrotechnical Export Council

Digital Economy Strategist
Networks Anonymous

Ms Chiboni Evans is the Chief Executive Officer of the South African Electrotechnical Export
Council. The South African Electrotechnical Export Council (SAEEC) is a trade organisation
established as a Public Private Partnership between South African business and the Department
of Trade and Industry (the dti) to facilitate the export growth and internationalisation of its
member companies.

Pieter Grootes has over 18 years’ experience in government policy development,
economic & regulatory economics, Project Finance initiatives as well as PPPs in
the ICT and various other sectors. Pieter runs his own advisory firm providing
services to the Presidency, the Digital Council Africa, financial institutions and
other research houses. His recent achievements include:

Ms Chiboni Evans is a Fellow of the Institute of Chartered Certified Accountants. Chiboni trained
as an auditor with Deliotte Haskins and Sells in Zambia and qualified at Emile Woolf College of
Accountancy in London before returning to South Africa from exile in 1995.

•

Advising the Digital Council Africa on the Impact of 5G on the South African economy

•

Ms. Evans has gained experience working with major global organisations that include Cargill Inc.,
the Mars Corporation, SAB Miller and IMIS Global.

Advising the Presidency and Business Leadership South Africa on auctioning of High
Demand radio frequency spectrum

•

As Financial Controller Mars Inc Africa Division Chiboni was an integral part of the executive
management team that guided this American Multinational’s re-entry into South Africa and thus
Africa by proving financial assessments as to whether these markets were suitable for future
investments by Mars Inc.

Appointed Advisor to the Free State Government to develop a Digital Economy Master Plan
post COVID 19

•

Invited member of the national government ICT COVID-19 response team.

MODERATOR

WINSTONE JORDAAN

Through her work as Export Services Manager at SAB Miller in South Africa, Chiboni pioneered
the design and installation of a business information system for the exports department. During
her tenure with IMIS Global the company won a number of accolades including the JCCI Emerging
Exporter of the Year award in 2008 and in 2009 was second runner up in the Africa SMME awards
in the Innovation Sector.

Managing Director
Grid Cars
Winstone holds a BSc (Honours) degree from Rhodes University in Math, Physics and Computer
Science. He was a founding member of EVIA (Electric Vehicle Industry Association) and has been
involved in various commercial projects including developing business cases for renewable
energy, R&D of a commercial commuter electric car, and promotion of smart grid-connected
systems such as EV Charging infrastructure and back-office systems. Through GridCars, Winstone
has established SA’s most extensive EV charging network, and he continues to work with various
OEMs and other interested parties in order to grow the charging network.

Chiboni chaired the Board of the South African Electrotechnical Export Council (SAEEC) from
2007 to 2012 and in April 2014 accepted the executive appointment to the position of CEO of
the SAEEC. The Council is a not-for- gain organisation, public private partnership with thedti and
represents over 90 South African registered companies engaged in the export of electrotechnical
products from South Africa.
Chiboni is also the co-chair of the Engineering and Technology Grouping of Export Councils. This
grouping of export councils, comprising Rail, Steel, Mining and Built Environment sectors, has a
reach of close to one thousand South African national and multinational companies, through its
membership base and that of its associated industry bodies. The grouping advocates on behalf
of their members to government, multilateral institutions and other relevant bodies both in
South Africa and internationally to maximise African content in African projects.

MODERATOR

VINESH MAHARAJ PR.ENG
Associate Director | Smart Manufacturing
PwC

DIANNE GAMES
Chief Executive Officer
South Africa-Nigeria Business Chamber

MODERATOR

Chief Executive of African business advisory, Africa @ Work, Dianna is a leading commentator
on business issues, trends and developments in Africa. She has travelled extensively around
the continent over the past three decades, visiting more than 35 countries. She specialises
in corporate engagements on and in Africa, and has done research into regional economic
developments and corporate/government investment trends, sector analysis for private clients,
and tracks business developments in Africa’s key markets. She is the author of the book Business
in Africa: Corporate Insights published by Penguin and has contributed chapters to many other
books and has been a columnist for several publications. She is also the CEO of the South
Africa-Nigeria Business Chamber, based in Johannesburg, which facilitates trade and investment
between Africa’s two biggest markets. She heads up the South Africa-Nigeria Business Chamber,
a bilateral organisation established in 2005 to drive trade and investment between Africa’s
biggest markets.

Vinesh is a Director within the Operations Transformation department of PwC South Africa and
has been working with clients in the Energy, Utilities, Resources and Industrial Manufacturing
industries since 1995. He is the South African leader of the Smart Manufacturing practice. His
experience covers a wide range of areas, with specific expertise being obtained in Industrial
Automation and Control, Manufacturing Execution Systems, and IT/OT Integration. Vinesh is a
registered professional engineer with the Engineering Council of South Africa. He serves on the
executive committee of MESA Africa and is an advisor to the board of directors of the SAIMC.
MODERATOR

She is also regular guest lecturer and speaker at conferences and business schools on issues
ranging from trade in Africa, energy entrepreneurship, business trends and African political
economy.
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VIVEK MITTAL

PETER SULLIVAN

Chief Executive Officer
Africa Infrastructure Development Association (AfIDA)

Media and Political Consultant

Vivek Mittal - is CEO of Afida Africa - a non-profit association of leading developers, investors and
financiers of private sector led infrastructure in Africa, with the aim of scaling quality infrastructure
across the continent. Prior to this role, he has promoted clean energy start-up IPPs in India,
Sri Lanka, CEE and USA over the last fifteen years, and serves as the Independent Investment
Committee Member on Crescent Capital’s clean energy fund - the first clean energy fund to focus
on Turkey and South Eastern Europe. Prior to this he has held senior project finance roles in
International banks and corporates, including ING Bank, Enron Europe Limited, Edison Capital
Europe Limited, and Bank of Scotland (HBOS plc) over the previous fifteen years.

Former Chairperson of Amrop-Landelahni Recruitment, Assessment and Leadership Training
Editor of The Star until 2000; Group Editor-in-Chief of Independent Newspapers 2000-2010.
World Economic Forum (WEF) Global Media Leader.Media Consultant to UNDP on media in China
for the International Finance Forum in 2010.2015 Chief Strategist for UN AU communication
support team Mogadishu, Somalia March-November.
Columnist for MoneyWeb. Contributor Forbes Africa, The Star, Sunday Independent, others.
MODERATOR

Chairman of Landelahni Group, specialists in top-level recruitment, in Leadership Training, and
in independent, accredited personal Assessments for senior positions in local, provincial and
national Government. 2009 – 2017 Chairman BucketList, entrepreneurial company. Director
Mining Dialogues 360 Degrees. Specialties: Moderator for the World Economic Forum at Davos
for a dozen years and at various African WEF Summits, including Cape Town 2011, 2013, Durban
2017. Moderator Energy Indaba 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016, 2017. Moderator for
Renewable Energy at COP17. Moderator Infrastructure Indaba 2012 and 2013.

DE BUYS SCOTT
CEO
Cornerstone Infrastructure Advisors

MODERATOR

MC for Nuclear Indaba 2013, 2014.

DeBuys is a 59 year old Chartered Accountant in South Africa . He studied at the University of
Johannesburg where he completed his B.Comm and Hons degrees in Accounting during the late
1980’s. He has been in business for the last 35 years . DeBuys is currently the CEO of Cornerstone
Infrastructure Advisors after he was a senior Partner at KPMG responsible for Infrastructure and
Financing services for almost 20 years .

Chairman of company involved in building SA’s two biggest Solar Power Stations.

DeBuys’ business experience relates to advisory services for both Public and Private sectors with
specific focus on corporate and project finance , feasibility and bankability studies , procurement
process design and implementation , structuring and procuring of the financing ( debt and equity)
for these projects and post implementation continuation advisory services .

National Operations Manager
Lepharo NPC

MARK TAYLOR
Mark Taylor is currently National Operations Manager for Lepharo NPC – a National Mining,
Engineering and Manufacturing business incubator.

DeBuys specialised in the Infrastructure industry and specifically Transport (freight rail , metro
rail , BRT , roads ) , Power and Energy and Social Services. He works all over the Africa Continent

BRIAN STATHAM

MODERATOR

Founder
Brian Statham & Associates

MODERATOR
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Chairman BirdLife South Africa 2007-2011.

Brian has some 45 years of experience in energy and has been involved in construction [coal,
hydro and nuclear], operations, research, production planning, investment planning, project
development [coal, hydro, LNG, natural gas, nuclear] and strategic planning, predominantly in
the area of power generation. Since 1999 Brian was also actively involved in the work of the South
African National Energy Association [SANEA] and the World Energy Council [WEC]. He served as
Secretary-General of SANEA from 2000 to 2006 and as Executive Chairman from March 2007
until March 2019. In recognition Brian was awarded Honorary Life Membership in 2019. In 2020
Brian received the Association’s Energy Award in recognition of his contribution to the Energy
Sector. Brian served two terms as an Officer [Trustee] of the World Energy Council, Chairman
of its Studies Committee and a member of its Communications, Finance, Programme and
Remuneration Committees – 2010 – 2016. At the 2016 Executive Assembly Brian was elected as
an Honorary Officer of the World Energy Council. He has served on a number of governmental
task forces and committees dealing with energy matters, including a two year term as a member
of the Ministerial Advisory Council on Energy from February 2015. In 2014, Brian founded Brian
Statham and Associates and under this banner he executes ad hoc consulting assignments with
a focus on strategic business management. He has clients in the Energy, Legal, Marketing, Human
Resources and Media sectors.

STRATEGIC PARTNER

Mark has started many businesses none of which are listed or remotely close to being a unicorn.
He has a lot of experience in how not do things, is loved by many and followed by none. He
is trying his best to bridge the gap between the art of business and making money and the
inventors of cool products who are on another page. He is a digital nomad and has travelled to
some interesting spots including Timbuktoo. He wishes to be an accomplished author and is
therefore learning how to write a book.

DAVE WRIGHT

David Wright Consulting
Dave is an independent consultant focusing on energy matters particularly oil and gas, having
retired from 23 years with Engen (refining & marketing company).
For the initial 15 years of his career Dave lectured at the University of kwaZulu Natal before
moving into industry. More recently he has been appointed as an Adjunct Professor in the Chem
Eng Department at the University of Cape Town.
He is active in a number of energy and professional organisations i.e.

MODERATOR
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•

SA National Energy Association – board member

•

Leadership Group of the IChemE Energy Community of Practice – member

•

SA Institution of Chemical Engineers –Council member
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ACCESS THE
AFRICAN ENERGY
OPPORTUNITY

SPEAKERS

7 – 9 March 2023
CTICC . Cape Town

KUDZANAYI BANGURE
Programme Manager: Africa Infrastructure Desk
NEPAD Business Foundation
Mr Bangure is the programme manager for the Africa Infrastructure desk at the NEPAD Business
Foundation. He has 13,5 years’ experience working in infrastructure development covering
transport, energy. Mr Bangure has led large scale multi-country infrastructure development
programmes within the transport and energy infrastructure space. In Southern Africa he led the
development of a single integrated rail infrastructure and logistics development plan stretching
from South Africa to the DRC. Mr Bangure has also led multi-disciplinary teams developing a
16 country regional natural gas energy infrastructure programme spanning the entire SADC
region. Mr Bangure’s career has also involved extensive engagements with government and
private sector on market and infrastructure development policies, regulatory harmonization,
supply chain optimization, capacity creation, pricing strategies, governance arrangements and
commercial negotiations. In addition to his development sector experience, Mr Bangure has
also spent a good portion of his career in private sector working on commercial feasibility and
commercial due diligence projects to support geographic expansion, new product development
and mergers and acquisitions transactions with a strong focus on the built environment.

Join the leading African Energy
Decision-maker event of the year!
SPEAKER

Join over 1,000 African Energy Captains of
Industry in 2023 for the 15th Africa Energy Indaba
to explore and ﬁnd new business ventures
in the energy market in Africa, through
targeted Business Networking

COENRAAD BEZUIDENHOUT
Principal
Maverick Shared Value
Coenraad Bezuidenhout is a strategic sustainability engagement consultant involved in circular
economy, extended producer responsibility, sustainability future proofing and public affairs
mandates for corporates, organised business, and public sector organisations. Prior to his
consulting career he headed the Manufacturing Circle. He holds a masters’ degree in political
economy from Nelson Mandela University and a postgraduate certificate in sustainable business
from the University of Cambridge. He is currently concluding a secondment at the Office of the
Executive Mayor in the City of Ekurhuleni and engaged in circular economy projects across eight
African and Indian Ocean developing island states for the Indian Ocean Commission

2019
SPEAKER

With over 600 million people across the continent who
don’t have access to energy, Africa presents an enormous

SHANTHA BLOEMEN

investment and growth opportunity for companies in the

Managing Director
Mobility for Africa

energy sector.

• Independent Power Producers

Stay informed
of future
happenings SUBSCRIBE
to the online
AEI Newsletter.

• Oﬀ-grid and mini-grid opportunities

#EnergyIndaba

The Africa Energy Indaba will unlock opportunities within
• African Utilities
• Country High Priority Energy Project development
opportunities
• African Gas – infrastructure, gas and projects

Shantha Bloemen is Founder & Managing Director of Mobility for Africa, a social enterprise that
aims to bring the electric mobility revolution to rural Africa. They have built an off-grid fleet
shared management system using E tricycles, a battery swapping model designed to solve last
mile rural mobility challenges for rural small-scale farmers, especially women. Now operating
with dairy and egg producers in Zimbabwe, they plan to expand their model to other rural
communities in Southern Africa.
SPEAKER

GET MORE INFO on the website www.africaenergyindaba.com
TO BOOK A STAND call 011 463 9184 or email info@energyindaba.co.za
PARTNERS
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ANDREY BOGDANOV

JUSTIN COETZEE

Principal and CEO
Risk Insights

SPEAKER

Andrey Bogdanov is a Principal and Interim CEO of Risk Insights. His professional career spans
around the Globe, working in the banking space in Russia during Perestroika, to a Fortune 500
multinational company as a senior executive responsible for finance and treasury in various
regions and continents. A few years ago Andrey joined Risk Insights – a family owned business.
Risk Insights is Data Science boutique with key a focus on ESG. Among other sustainable products
Risk Insights recently launched the first ESG rating model (aka ESG GPS) for Africa using its
proprietary Artificial Intelligence driven XXI century tool. All listed companies at Nairobi Securities
Exchange, Johannesburg Stock Exchange, Nigerian Exchange Limited have been rated using ESG
GSP methodology. Highly scalable ESG GPS tool is being stratified across various markets on the
continent and beyond. Mr Bogdanov is co-Chair of the World Economic Forum New Champions
Community Board Chapter South Africa. He is Trium EMBA graduate, Int`l Directors Program
by INSEAD, Certified Management Accountant by Institute of Management Accountants USA,
Member of the Association of Financial Professionals USA, Certified Treasury Professional by AFP
USA, Fellow Member of the Institute of Directors SA.

CEO
GoMetro
Justin is the CEO and founder of GoMetro - a Mobility Super Platform. He is based in Cape Town,
South Africa. He is also CEO of GoAscendal, a JV between GoMetro and international bus operator,
Ascendal. He is a founder entrepreneur and has led GoMetro to international growth. Justin
has rich domain expertise in public transport planning, optimization, and technology projects
in cities of Africa and Latin America. Justin has led Product Design and Development since the
very first prototype, as well as Customer Development, at GoMetro for the last 6 years - as a
proven innovator and practical CEO/Chief Engineer the company’s track-record speaks for itself building an international operation in 10 countries. GoAscendal is active in the United Kingdom,
United States, Mexico, Brazil, Chile, Columbia, Brazil, South Africa, India and Hong Kong.

SPEAKER

MATTHEW CULLINAN
Infrastructure Executive
Atlantis Special Economic Zone
Matthew is an expert in green infrastructure and sustainable urban development. He has a Masters
in City and Regional Planning, with undergraduate degrees in Economics and Environmental
Science. Matthew is currently the Infrastructure Executive at the Atlantis Greentech SEZ. Prior
to this he was the CEO of MCA Urban and Environmental Planners a technical advisory company
focusing on green urban infrastructure policy, planning and development.

CHRISTOPHER CAMPBELL PR. ENG
CEO
Consulting Engineers South Africa (CESA)

SPEAKER

Chris is a Professionally registered Civil Engineer. He holds a Higher National Diploma in Civil
Engineering from an institution in South Africa, as well as a BSc Civil Engineering degree (Summa
cum Laude) from the Florida A & M University, in the USA. He has obtained various certificates
and diplomas in management, executive and board leadership. Over his 39 year career in
engineering, he has been a Consulting Engineer in Infrastructure Development having worked for
several local companies, large and small, in various capacities. He spent some time as a Railway
Engineer and Senior Manager in Transnet Freight Rail, as well as having been an Executive in a
major precast concrete manufacturing subsidiary of the Aveng Group of companies, operating in
South Africa, Zambia, Mozambique and Swaziland, before being appointed as CEO to Consulting
Engineers South Africa (CESA), which position he currently holds and has held since December
2016.

SPEAKER

SABINE DALL’OMO
Chief Executive Officer
Siemens Southern and Eastern Africa
Regarded as one of Africa’s most influential women in engineering, Sabine Dall’Omo has
consistently put her best foot forward and broken boundaries in this male-dominated field. She
currently serves as the Chief Executive Officer (CEO) and board member for Siemens in South
Africa, following a successful career at the company for over thirty years. She works tirelessly
to push the continent forward in terms of science and technology by ensuring that innovative
ideas are harnessed into tangible solutions for society. Earlier this year Sabine was appointed
as the Deputy Chairperson of the NEPAD Business Foundation and as an honorary member to
serve on the Board of Trustees for the Deutsche Welthungerhilfe e. V.; in addition to these roles
Sabine has also been appointed onto the Presidential Advisory Council on Investment (PACI).
She was elected to the North-West University Faculty of Engineering Dean’s Advisory Board and
most recently she was re- elected as Board Member of the German-African Business Association
(Afrika-Verein Deutschen Wirtschaft)

Some of his institutional involvements over the past 24 years include:
•

Past Vice President South African Institution of Civil Engineering (SAICE);

•

Past Vice President Engineering Council of South Africa, (ECSA);

•

Past President Engineering Council of South Africa, (ECSA);

•

Council Member of the Council for the Built Environment (CBE);

•

Past Vice President World Federation of Engineering Organisations (WFEO); Executive
Director of the Secretariat Host for FIDIC Africa;

•

Chairman of the Built Environment Professions Export Council (BEPEC);

•

Exco Member of the Construction Sector Charter Council (CSCC);

•

Council member of the FIDIC Directors & Secretaries Advisory Council;

•

Board member of Business Unity South Africa (BUSA);

SPEAKER

He has featured on matters related to the engineering profession and the built environment
industry in South Africa in various print, radio, television, digital and social media platforms as well
as presented at and directed various industry related conferences and webinars internationally.
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OLUBUNMI FABANWO

DANIEL GOLDBERG

Program Manager
Binance

CEO & Founder
Bridgement

Olubunmi Fabanwo is a Global Speaker and Founder of ‘Banks & Blockchain’. He is also currently
the Affiliate Program Manager for Binance Africa. Prior to that, he accumulated traditional
banking and Fintech experiences with Gtbank Plc and Mono respectively He has interests in
Retail Marketing, Open Banking, Blockchain and Environmental sustainability.

Building SMEs across South Africa through smart technology and data science. Qualified electrical
and biomedical engineer, leveraging banking experience from Bain to bring a new approach to
traditional business finance. Cofounder and CEO of Bridgement.

He is a graduate of the University of Lagos with a Bachelor’s Degree in Cell Biology & Genetics
and obtained a Masters Degree in Environmental Biology from the same Institution. Olubunmi
has spoken at conferences and events both within Nigeria and globally.
Olubunmi is passionate about helping young people discover their strengths and harnessing
them to achieve a greater purpose.

SPEAKER

SHARIN GOVENDER
ICLEI
Climate Change, Energy & Resilience workstream

JACKWELL FERIS
Director & Head: Industrials, Manufacturing & Trade
Cliffe Dekker Hofmeyr Inc (CDH)

SPEAKER

Jackwell Feris is a Director & Head: Industrials, Manufacturing & Trade at Cliffe Dekker Hofmeyr Inc
(CDH). Jackwell brings depth of expertise and skills to CDH’s Industrials, Manufacturing & Trade
sector from his work across the continent in the mining & minerals, Oil & Gas, energy and natural
resources industries, and expertise in advising on international investment law and international
dispute resolution on the continent. The Industrials, Manufacturing & Trade sector of CDH
provides services to, amongst others, economic industries that will be the catalyst for the future
industrialisation of Africa. As part thereof CDH renders services in emerging industries such as
clean hydrogen, e-mobility and robotics & automation tapping into the depth of experience and
skills of its market leading lawyers.

SPEAKER

STEVEN GRAY
Régional Representative - West Africa
UK Export Finance

EDEM FOLI

Steven, based in Ghana, is an accomplished senior manager, seasoned in 30+ years of demanding
multinational roles spanning challenging societal and economic environments across Africa and
the Middle East within the trading, logistics, construction, infrastructure and mining sectors.

Programme Manager
uYilo e-Mobility Programme

SPEAKER

Edem Foli currently serves as the Programme Manager for the national uYilo e-Mobility Programme
- a multi-stakeholder collaborative programme, initiated by the Technology Innovation Agency,
focused on enabling, facilitating and mobilising electric mobility in South Africa. Edem completed
her MBA degree at Nelson Mandela University’s Business School where she developed an interest
in entrepreneurship and management of technology. She also holds a Postgraduate Diploma in
Management (Marketing) and a Bachelor of Social Science degree from the University of Cape
Town. Edem has over 15 years of experience in various business development roles within the
private sector and NGOs. In her spare time, she enjoys participating in social impact initiatives
involving women and youth.

Sharin is a Senior Professional Officer at ICLEI Africa within the Climate Change, Energy & Resilience
workstream. Her speciality lies in the delivery of low carbon and just energy transition projects
and programmes across the Continent. A significant focus of her work is mobilising partnerships
for finance for implementing renewable energy projects. She has over 15 years of experience in
the field of environmental management, infrastructure and broader local government issues.
She has had to understand and apply policy and regulatory frameworks to development whilst
upholding a strong sustainability agenda. Sharin is an Environmental Science post graduate from
Rhodes University and is currently pursuing an MSc Sustainable Development with the University
of Sussex. Her research interest areas include renewable and sustainable energy access.

As UK Export Finance representative in West Africa Steven is responsible for originating a pipeline
of new opportunities across the West African sub-region.
SPEAKER

Steven has held a number of non-governmental organisation board positions, including Vice
Chairman of the UK Ghana Chamber of Commerce, UK, 2016–Present; as the Governing Board
Member of the Western Regional Coastal Foundation, Ghana, 2015–2017; and as Board Member
of Invest In Africa, Ghana, 2013–2016. Mr Gray has an MBA from Heriot Watt University; and
has completed an Executive Leadership Program on Oil, Gas and Mining Governance from the
University of Oxford, The Blavatnik School of Government.

GUY HARRIS
Founder
Pathways to Prosperity

HAFEZ GHANEM
Brookings Institution in Washington DC
Senior Nonresident

SPEAKER

38

Until June 30, 2022 Hafez Ghanem was the Vice President of the World Bank responsible for
East and Southern Africa. He is a development economist with nearly 40 years of experience
working in Africa, the Middle East, South Asia and Eastern Europe. He held several positions at
the World Bank, including vice president for the Middle East and North Africa and Vice President
for Africa. He was also Assistant Director General of the Food and Agriculture Organization
of the United Nations responsible for the Economic and Social Department. He holds a PhD
in economics from the University of California, Davis. He is a non-resident senior fellow at the
Brookings Institution and has a large number of academic publications.

STRATEGIC PARTNER

Scaling Medium Enterprises and building Pathways to Prosperity and Pathways outa Poverty.
Social Entrepreneur looking to go beyond handouts an handups and invest (mainly sweat equity)
in aligned enterprises to help them disrupt their industries.

SPEAKER

PARTNERS

Charted Accountant with 20 years at Deloitte Consulting, 20 years at SA based and listed global
equipment design, assemble and distributor – Bell Equipment. Chair of a small idc subsidiary and
board member of a globally well-funded UCT spinout. Husband of 1, Farther of 2 and Grandfather
of 4 granddaughters fortunately all living nearby.
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CLINT HIGGINS

HANNAH SUBAYI KAMUANGA

Property Point
Head of Programme Management

Country Officer, Democratic Republic of Congo
Proparco

Clint Higgins is a University of Stellenbosch alumnus, holding a master’s in Development Finance
and various other business qualifications. He studied part-time over the last 9 years and is a
seasoned Supply Chain Management expert with 14 years of experience within public and
private sector organisations. Clint is passionate about supply chain management, transformation,
sustainable economic development and small business development. He has been instrumental
in the setup of multifaceted Department of Health facility upgrades and has been a Supply Chain
Management advisor for multidisciplinary projects for the City of Cape Town.
SPEAKER

Hannah Subayi Kamuanga is an experienced impact investor in Africa, currently acting as the
Country Officer for the Republic Democratic of Congo (DRC) within Proparco - one of the largest
DFIs in the world (https://www.proparco.fr/fr).
Hannah is an investment committee member of Launch Africa (https://www.launchafrica.vc/), the
first pan-African early stage investment fund; as well as Aruwa Capital (https://www.aruwacapital.
com/), a leading gender-lens Nigerian private equity fund.
Hannah has been recently appointed as a board member of ABAN, the African Business Angel
Network (ABAN) is a Pan-African non-profit association (https://abanangels.org/).

SPEAKER

Hannah is also the co-founder of 2 top investment clubs in Africa – Dazzle Angels, the first
women-led tech club investing in female-led tech businesses and DIA, the first DRC impact
investment club in the country. Before joining Proparco, Hannah was a portfolio manager in a
1bn$ African fund and an investment banker in London. She graduated from HEC Paris Business
School and from Paris I - La Sorbonne Law School.

TIM JAQUES
Chief Executive Officer
Motus Africa
Tim Jaques is the Chief Executive Officer of Motus Africa, a wholly owned subsidiary of the
Motus Group. Motus Africa is an East African motor vehicle Distributor / Dealership Group with
operations in Kenya, Tanzania, Zambia and Malawi. It represents several OEMs, including Nissan,
Mitsubishi, GWM/Haval, Michelin, BF Goodrich and UM. It was established in 2014 and today
has a significant dealership footprint and market share in the region, with continued growth and
expansion.
SPEAKER

NIALL KRAMER
Corporate Marketing Leader
Niall is an experienced corporate marketing leader with strong global, Asian, African and SA
experience in oil & gas.
He was educated at UCT and joined Caltex in SA in 1990 where he moved from across many
functions, in Corporate & Marketing, and was posted to Singapore, Thailand and New Zealand.
20 years later, in 2010, after leading marketing integration in the merger of Caltex, Texaco and
Chevron for Europe, Africa, and the Middle East, he became Director Business Development for
both Strika and Market Pulse Int. In 2013 he joined Shell Upstream BV on the Karoo Shale gas
project. He then joined SA Oil & Gas Alliance (SAOGA) as CEO in March 2016. He retired fully
from SAOGA in Dec 2019 and now consults solo. Additionally he facilitates and speaks at various
energy events. He secretly hopes to be a game ranger when he grows up

Tim has manged the company since its inception. He has 24 years of experience in the Motor
Industry in South Africa and abroad, and has worked for major OEM’s and Distributor / Dealership
Groups, as well as second tier manufacturers. He holds a MBA (GIBS) as well as a BCom degree
and BA (major) along with various other qualifications.
SPEAKER

STIENEKE JENSMA
COO
SEZ PMU at the IDC

BEN LEYKA

Stieneke Jensma is currently the COO at the SEZ PMU at the IDC. She has extensive experience
in regional industrial development, infrastructure delivery and development finance spanning
over 20 years, incorporating work in the private sector, government and non- governmental
organizations. She holds a Masters in Business Administration degree (MBA) from the University
of Pretoria, a Bachelor of Commerce Degree (BCom) from the University of Swaziland (UNISWA),
an Executive Leadership Certificate and, is a Certified Associate to the Institute of Bankers CAIB
(SA).

Ben Leyka is the Chief Executive Officer of the African Agri Council NPC (AAC). The African Agri
Council is a Pan-African organization that promotes the development of African agriculture by
facilitating investment into bankable projects across the value chain.

Acting CEO
DRC Invest

Over the years, Ben has worked with global stakeholders within the public and private sector
across different industries. Working for the Pan African Parliament, African Leadership Academy
and now the African Agri Council, combined with his experience working in the private sector for
Capital Surge Inc, AFTI and Equitics Holding have allowed him to add his voice to the development
of the African continent. His love, passion and commitment towards the development of Africa
are the drivers behind his work on the continent.

SPEAKER
SPEAKER

Ben sits on various Board Committees and he is also involved with the Africa 1st Initiative and
DRC Invest – all focusing on the creation and development of entrepreneurs and conducive
business environments in Africa.
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DR LEE-ANNE MCKINNELL
Managing Director Space Science
South African National Space Agency
Dr Lee-Anne McKinnell is currently the Managing Director responsible for the Space Science
Programme and Hermanus Facility of the South African National Space Agency (SANSA). She holds
a PhD in Space Physics from Rhodes University in South Africa, and a MBA from the Business
School Netherlands. In her current role Dr McKinnell represents South Africa on a number of
international committees and working groups ensuring Africa’s interests are maintained in the
field of space science and related technology. She is a champion for space weather applications
and is leading the SANSA project to develop 24/7 operational space weather capability for Africa.
SPEAKER

MAIDEI MATIKA
Chief Investment Facilitator
Gauteng IDZ
Maidei is an experienced Strategist, Programme Manager and Investment Facilitator with more
than 20 years career experience in both the public and private sector in South Africa.
Since 2014, Maidei has been with the Gauteng IDZ Development Company, a government owned
Special Purpose Vehicle established to develop and operate the multi-billion Rand SEZ programme
located at OR Tambo International Airport. In her role as Chief Investment Facilitator, Maidei is
responsible for delivering investments into the OR Tambo International Airport SEZ. In fulfilment
of this function, Maidei oversees the development and implementation of responsive investor
attraction strategies for the SEZ. Key deliverables of the function also include: attracting and
converting concrete investment interests into the SEZ, building and maintaining strong relations
with key public and private sector role players as well as proactively identifying investment
partners and opportunities to deliver this multi-billion Rand economic development programme.

SPEAKER

Prior to joining the Gauteng IDZ, Maidei consulted for various private and public sector enterprises
in different areas of specialization. These include organizational design, strategy development,
economic empowerment solutions, public policy design and broader project management
solutions.
Maidei is a holder of a Bachelor of Commerce Degree (with a major in Industrial Psychology)
from the University of Namibia, a Master’s Degree in Business Administration from the Gordon
Institute of Business Science, University of Pretoria as well as certificates in project management,
strategic management and corporate governance from the University of South Africa.

DR MORE ICKSON MANDA
Senior Manager: Strategic Planning
merSETA
Dr More Ickson Manda holds a PhD (Information Systems) from the University of the
Witwatersrand, a Master of IT from the University of Pretoria, a BSc (Hons) Information Science
as well as certificate in Advanced Strategic Management. He is currently pursuing a Master of
Business Administration with the University of Witwatersrand Business School in South Africa.
His research interests include digital transformation of business, strategy, e-government, smart
cities, and governance. He has published several book chapters and has presented his work
at various International Conferences. He has several years of experience in strategy, digital
transformation , ICT, and knowledge management in various sectors. He is currently the Senior
Manager: Strategic Planning at the Manufacturing, Engineering and Related Services Sector
Education and Training Authority (MERSETA) and Internet Society Board member.

SPEAKER
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BONGANI MANKEWU

LESETJA R T MOGOBA

Professional Associate, Infrastructure Development and Engagement Unit
(ID&EU)
Nelson Mandela University.

SPEAKER

Bongani Mankewu is a Professional Associate of the Infrastructure Development and
Engagement Unit at Nelson Mandela University. The ID&EU focuses on Project Preparation,
Research to Augment Industrialization, Policy and Governance Advisory. Bongani graduated in
Electrical and Industrial Engineering, Management Advancement Programme, and Masters of
Business Administration (MBA). He is the Candidate Doctor of Business Leadership at Graduate
School of Business Leadership UNISA pursuing a research topic “An Interpretative Structural
Model Analysis of the Critical Factors Negating Bankability of Public-Private-Partnership Financed
Railway Infrastructure in Southern Africa”. He is registered with the Engineering Council of South
Africa and the South African Institute of Electrical Engineers.

Founder
Creators Emporium
Lesetja R T Mogoba guides teams to #LetsContinueToBuildAfrica, using decentralized innovation
as an STI diplomat, seeking socio-economic impact via trade.
Ventures serviced, drive towards Community-Private-Public Partnership frameworks.
18 years experience : albeit 8 in aerospace + 3 in ICT + 5 in media/broacasting + 2 in ICT4Ag
2021
• Technology Commercialization Collaboration Forum, Work stream 4 Coordinator for the
Cross Boarder Commercialization (the dtic).

SPEAKER

• Drone Council SA, Chair of Chamber (Allied Associations)
• Aerospace Maritime & Defence Export Council - Innovation & Future Defence Committee
(member)

Bongani began his engineering training at De Beers and after working for several companies, he
established his own engineering company specializing in rail electrification, Tshireletso Business
Engineering, which has since moved into manufacturing. Over the years he has developed an
in-depth knowledge of industrial and financial policies affecting both developed and developing
countries. He advocates different innovative financing models for rail infrastructure in the African
continent.

2019
• Science Technology Innovation Diplomat, Pretoria Recommendation for South-South
cooperation on STI Diplomacy (Dept. Science & Tech).
• Innovation Finance for Regional Program (SADC Secretariat) Advisory Panel

He is a part-time lecturer at Nelson Mandela Business School and a Fellow of the Institute of
Nigeria-China Development Studies at the University of Lagos.

2018
• BRICS Business Council RSA Ch. - Manufacturing and Aviation Working Group
• 2017 Winning team; AeSSA Young Professionals Network (http://www.aessa.org.za/)
• 2016 Denel Aerostructures SOC Ltd, Innovation Forum founding member

NICOLE MASKE

• 2010 Bronze award for youth & community development (www.presidentsaward.co.za).

Former CEO and co-founder
Eos Capital

• 2000 Gold award from Association for Mathematics Education of SA (www.amesa.org.za).
He’s a keen industry observer and SMME enabler, for where cause/effect can be intercepted with
technology.

Nicole co-founded Eos Capital in 2015 and led it as Managing Partner until 2022, building the
business from a start-up to a highly regarded private equity firm with N$1.1bn of assets under
management across 3 funds. During her tenure with Eos, she was seconded as CEO to one of the
portfolio companies to lead it during a turnaround.

SPEAKER

Build successful multidisciplinary business teams, by understanding and implementing systems
that “grasp dreams into reality”, starting with manoeuvring thought and first principles.
He has grit and demonstrates a knack for leadership that has resulted in tangible operational
team proficiency, character, motivation, export investments and increased KPI achievements
towards sustainable development goals- with this, he creates access to /fro Africa for engineering
and technology teams

Nicole’s current mission is to sustainably develop Namibia by creating jobs for all. Her focus is
on bringing new employment-creating projects to fruition through conceptualizing new projects,
supporting developers with their projects and assisting with fundraising.
Prior to Eos, Nicole had extensive organizational and operational improvement experience from
a broad range of sectors and leading businesses, both private and state-owned, across Africa
while at McKinsey and Company (the leading global management consulting firm), Liberty Life in
South Africa, Old Mutual Africa.

PAUL MOJALEFA
Deal Originator

Nicole is an MBA graduate from London Business School, holds a Bachelor of Business Science
from the University of Cape Town, is a qualified Actuary with the Namibian and South African
Actuarial Societies and a certified Financial Risk Manager with the Global Association of Risk
Professionals (GARP).

ECIC
As a deal originator at ECIC, he has 22 years’ experience in the areas of Financial Modelling,
Project Finance, Public Private Partnerships, Debt Capital Markets, Telecoms Finance and ECAs.
Prior to ECIC, Paul has worked on the capital raising of numerous projects for Africa Rising Capital.
These include, for instance, hydroelectric power projects in Zambia and Malawi, a cement project
in Malawi, an agricultural milling plant in the Northern Cape, and many others.
Prior to Africa Rising Capital, Paul has worked on capital raising of numerous telecoms projects
for Huawei Technologies. He has led project finance teams in projects such as rolling out a CDMA
project in Malawi, the setting up of Telkom’s mobile arm, the refinancing of Zambia’s Zamtel’s
fibre-optic network.

SPEAKER

He honed his skills in Project Finance when he worked as an Investment Officer for Standard
Bank and advised on Public-Private Partnerships Projects including, but not limited to, Gautrain,
the Department of Trade and Industry Accommodation project; the Department of Education
Accommodation project.
Paul holds a Bachelor of Commerce degree in Management Sciences as well as an Honours
Degree in Econometrics both from the University of Pretoria.
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SAM MOKOROSI
Head of Deals and Origination
JSE (Johannesburg Stock Exchange)

PAUL MUTUMBA
Head Legal & Compliance
Eversend

Sam is currently the Head of Deals and Origination at the JSE. He is a seasoned financial services
executive, with almost 20 years’ experience in corporate finance, private equity and the bond
market.

Paul is the Head Legal & Compliance at Eversend and is also involved in business development
and scaling for the Company.

He has successfully executed corporate finance and private equity transactions worth R40 billion.
He has worked at Standard Bank, Cadiz Corporate Solutions, Quartile Capital and Vunani Capital.

Paul is also a practicing lawyer in Uganda with his practice focusing on corporate and commercial
advisory, financing, banking, insurance, insolvency, fintech, intellectual property, telecommunication, employment, construction, and commercial dispute resolution. He possesses a unique
talent of creating business-enabling solutions that encompass both Ugandan and international
legal standards.

SPEAKER
SPEAKER

Education
•

Bachelor of Information Systems – University of Kent

•

Bachelor of Laws (LLB) – Uganda Christian University

•

Post Graduate Diploma in Legal Practice -Law Development Centre

THABO MOLEKOA
Chairman and MD
Siemens Energy Southern Africa

SPEAKER

Thabo Molekoa is a qualified mechanical engineer, with an MBA.

GERALD MWANDIAMBIRA

With more than 20 years‘ professional experience - from a technical, industrial projects and
maintenance background to directing organisations and teams on growth strategies and tactics
in over 40 African countries. Thabo has developed meaningful relationships and business
at executive and governmental levels, while providing quality service that enhanced value
across asset- intensive & heavy industries. His work experience covers organisations such as
thyssenkrupp, DuPont, Saint-Gobain and De Beers Mines. In 2020, Thabo was appointed as the
Managing Director of Siemens Energy – Southern & Eastern Africa based out of Johannesburg,
South Africa. Thabo serves on several boards in South Africa, notably in the renewable energy
sector, and was previously on the EU Business Chamber board. He is passionate about the
advancement of Africa’s industrialisation agenda and its youth skills development.

Financial Planning Entrepreneur
Sugar Creek Wealth
Gerald is a CFP Professional and postgraduate Financial Planning Law graduate. He also
a graduate of the Executive Development Program at Wits Business School. Gerald has
represented various financial institutions in Zimbabwe, The UK, South Africa and other African
markets. He has experience in Banking, Stockbroking, Health Insurance, Investment Products,
Financial Education, Long and Short-term Insurance.
Gerald has established his own Financial Planning Practice Sugar Creek Wealth, and been
a pioneer black Franchise Owner with two Life Assurance brands. He strongly supports the
inclusion of formerly disadvantaged groups in the Financial Services Business ownership space.

SPEAKER

Gerald also runs a successful Consumer Education and Financial Literacy Training Practice with
clients that include INSETA, The FSCA and various financial institutions.
In addition to running Sugar Creek Wealth, Gerald is also an official Financial Planning Institute
ambassador and former Non-Executive Director for The Financial Planning Institute of Southern
Africa and the is CEO for the South African Savings Institute (SASI), a nonprofit that promotes
Savings and Investment.

ZINGISA NOZUKA MOTLOBA

As an advocate for financial literacy Gerald sits on the FIA Education and Training sub-committee,
NEDLAC and National Treasury National Financial Education Committee. He is also an International
Speaker at various conferences.

Managing Director
Alchemy Africa
Founder and MD of Alchemy Africa which offers consulting services in the space of Leadership,
Sustainable Economic Ecosystems and ESG. An admitted attorney, and former private equity
M&A and infrastructure practitioner. Zingisa also served as the Executive for Economic Standards
Development at the South African Bureau of Standards.

SPEAKER

46

He published 5 personal financial planning guide books.
Gerald is active in the media and provides expert commentary to various print publications as
well as on television and radio on various channels.
Gerald is the Financial Planning Institute of Southern Africa Media Award recipient 2014 and
2015 for his work in promoting Financial Planning in the media

Beside working with local private equity firms on their ESG policies and investment strategies,
Zingisa is also a Senior Strategy Advisor in the Executive Office for Economic Development for a
mega infrastructure project in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

STRATEGIC PARTNER

Away from the office, you can find Gerald working out, with his family, reading, resting and playing
sport.

PARTNERS
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STAVROS NICOLAOU

CATHY OXBY

Senior Executive: Strategic Trade
Aspen Pharmacare Holdings Limited

Chief Commercial Officer
Africa GreenCo

Stavros Nicolaou is the Aspen Pharmacare Group’s Senior Executive responsible for Strategic
Trade Development. Previously he was CEO of Aspen’s Export Business. Aspen is Africa’s
largest pharmaceutical manufacturer and a now world leader in Anaesthetics and injectable
anti-coagulants.

SPEAKER

Aspen is one of South Africa’s most globalised multinational companies with a presence in over 50
geographies globally, with 26 manufacturing facilities across 6 continents. He was instrumental in
introducing the first generic ARV’s on the African Continent developed by Aspen, which has gone
on to save hundreds of thousands of lives in South Africa and on the African Continent.

Cathy has more than 18 years of professional experience in the infrastructure and renewable
energy sectors, both as a principal and an adviser. In her role as Chief Commercial Officer
of GreenCo, Cathy is closely involved in structuring and implementing the GreenCo business
model, which aims to attract more private sector investment in renewable energy generation
in sub-Saharan Africa at lower cost and with less reliance on government support through the
introduction of an independently-managed creditworthy intermediary offtaker. GreenCo aligns
with the ongoing regulatory changes in the African energy sector to promote green growth and
target greater regional integration. For further details see www.africagreenco.com.

SPEAKER

DR. TOWELA NYIRENDA-JERE
Head of the Economic Integration Division
African Union Development Agency

VALLY PADAYACHEE

Dr. Towela Nyirenda-Jere is head of the Economic Integration Division at the African Union
Development Agency (AUDA-NEPAD). The Division spearheads flagship programmes and
implementation frameworks that advance regional integration in line with the aspirations of the
African Union’s Agenda 2063.

SPEAKER

Towela is an electrical engineer and development practitioner with more than 20 years’ experience
working in the private sector, academia and international development. She brings knowledge
and experience in programme development, coordination, and implementation of cross-border
infrastructure projects and is leading teams that are focused on infrastructure development,
digitalisation & cybersecurity, trade and markets and private sector development underpinned
by continental frameworks such as the Programme for Infrastructure Development in Africa and
the African Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA).

Current positions:
1. Strategic Adviser, The Association of Municipal Electricity Utilities of Southern Africa (“AMEU”)
– part time /advisory
2. Executive Officer, The Power Institute of Southern Africa (“PIESA”) – part time
3. Chairman, NRS Association of SA
4. Executive Chairman, Vally Padayachee and Associates (a management and engineering
consulting business)
Vally Padayachee is a seasoned power and energy executive, chartered director, corporate
governance specialist, project risk and enterprise business risk management specialist and an
engineering professional and has approximately over 40 years’ working experience in these

SPEAKER

She holds a PhD in Electrical Engineering (Networking and Telecommunications) from the
University of Kansas, a Master of Arts in Contemporary Diplomacy (Internet Governance), an
ACCA Diploma in Financial Management and is a qualified Project Management Professional
(PMP) with the Project Management Institute (USA). Towela is a member of the Malawi Institution
of Engineers, the Internet Society (ISOC), the Project Management Institute and the Institute for
Electrical and Electronics Engineers (IEEE). She serves as the NPO Liaison for the PMI South
Africa Chapter, is a Trustee (Vice-Chair) of the 5Rights Foundation and a founding member of the
Network of African Women in Cybersecurity (NAWC).

sectors (includes local government, parastatal, and power and energy,). He is recognised as a
leading expert and thought leader in power and energy and related matters.

CRAIG PARKER
Director
Frost & Sullivan

KEN OSEI

Craig Parker has over 15 years’ experience in economic analysis and consulting in Africa, targeted
at providing companies strategic insight for growth or expansion into emerging markets. He
has been involved in the manufacturing, mobility and logistics sectors for a number of years,
with specific focus on new technologies and disruptive business models impacting these
markets. Currently he is Research Director for Frost & Sullivan Africa, heading up the African
teams in research and consulting. Craig holds a Master’s Degree in Economics from Stellenbosch
University in South Africa.

Principal Investment Officer – Manufacturing & Consumer Services
International Finance Corporation (IFC)

SPEAKER
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Ken Osei is a Principal Investment Officer – Manufacturing & Consumer Services, at the
International Finance Corporation (IFC). Ken is based in Johannesburg, South Africa and leads
IFC’s Southern Africa Hub for new business, and is also Sector Lead for Africa, for IFC’s Health
& Education Sectors. Ken leads the origination, structuring, closing and portfolio management
of investments across several sectors including automotive manufacturing, building materials,
consumables, Tourism, Hotels, Retail, Commercial Property, Healthcare, Education, and Housing.
As H&E Sector lead, Ken coordinates development of investment approaches for the sectors,
working closely with the Global Sector Leads for Health Services, Life Sciences and Education, and
coordinates business development efforts for the sectors across the African continent. Prior to
his current role withing IFC, Ken was based in Nairobi, Kenya as Principal Equity Specialist, where
he was involved in originating, structuring, and closing equity (and quasi-equity) investments
in the Manufacturing, Agribusiness and Consumer Services Sectors. Ken has been actively
involved in IFC equity, debt, and quasi-equity investments in East, West, and Southern Africa, in
a wide range of sectors including Property, Education, Hotels, Healthcare, Agribusiness, Food &
Beverage, FMCG, Building Materials, and the Automotive sectors. Ken holds a Bachelor of Science
Degree from George Washington University, a Master of Science Degree in Civil & Environmental
Engineering, from Stanford University, and an MBA Degree from Stanford University’s Graduate
School of Management.

STRATEGIC PARTNER
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MAURITS PEROLD
CEO
Turnkey Solar Solutions
Maurits is an experienced professional with extensive knowledge of Green Energy. For over 15
years Maurits has been a reputed leader in the Renewable Energy Sector. In his tenure, Green
Habitat Energy and Turn-Key Solar Energy Solutions was found. He is known for the first 200
houses to be powered using alternative energy at the N2 Gateway project in Delft Cape Town,
Mustek’s solar installation, the Union Tiles Group & Rectron national solar rollouts and the
solar installation for the first Life Hospital: Anncron. Maurits’ dynamic solution-based approach
provides the possibility for high end consumers to reduce their grid usage.
SPEAKER

IAN PUTTER
Future-focused Executive
Standard Bank
With over 26 years’ experience in the banking industry and over 5 years’ experience working and
collaborating with blockchain companies around the world, Ian brings an immense blockchain
knowledge and expert guidance to the team.

SAVE THE DATE

Ian holds a Master’s Degree in Banking and Economics from the University of Pretoria and a
Honours and CTA from University of Johannesburg and is also a qualified Chartered Accountant.
Ian Putter is a future-focused Executive at Standard Bank, the largest financial institution in
Africa, where he heads up Blockchain focusing on multiple use cases and platforms - some in
production and some starting - working and collaborating with local and global experts.

SPEAKER
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MAURICE RADEBE
Head and Director of School
Wits Business School.
Maurice Radebe is currently Head and Director of Wits Business School. Previously he served as
Executive Vice President responsible for Sasol’s Energy Business globally. He was accountable
for the successful marketing of al the Energy Business’ products as well as managing the gas
-to -liquids (GTL) joint ventures in Qatar (ORYX GTL) and Nigeria (EGTL), the gas-to-power (GTP)
venture in Mozambique. Maurice Radebe is the Founder and Chairman of Unleashing Leadership
Potential Foundation in South Africa.

24 - 25 OCTOBER 2023

Sandton Convention Centre
Johannesburg . South Africa

10th
edition

Maurice is an experienced energy industry executive, having worked in the sector for over 30
years. During his 8 years at Shell, 7 years at Exel and 16 years at Sasol, he has had Profit &
Loss experience and responsibility, developed a deep understanding of the energy sector, both
upstream and downstream, and been involved insignificant projects.

SPEAKER

Maurice has had extensive operational experience throughout his career, including managing the
impacts of sharp drops in the oil price through restructuring, cost cutting and cash management.
When he became Sasol Oil MD, he launched the Go4Gr8 project to create a quantum leap
in revenues and profitability and drove the Functional Excellence program m e and Phoenix
programme in Sasol Oil. He also steered the Response Plan in 2009 at Sasol Oil to the sharp fall
in the oil price in order to dramatically reduce the cost base.

Event Organiser: Siyenza, Tel: +27 11 463-9184
Email: info@manufacturingindaba.co.za

®

facebook.com/manufacturingindaba
twitter.com/IndabaManufact
linkedin.com/company/manufacturing-indaba/

Visit www.manufacturingindaba.co.za
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BRENDA RAMOKOPELWA

PROF ABUBAKAR SANI SAMBO

CEO
TAFFD’s

SPEAKER

Kgomotsego Brenda Ramokopelwa is a Futurist with ethical referents, Keynote Speaker, and
Award-Winning Risk and Governance professional with years’ experience in the financial sector.
She is the CEO of the Transdisciplinary Agora for Future Discussion (TAFFD’s), a Global Think and
DO Tank committed to building the gateway into and out of Africa and facilitating young futurists.
Brenda is the founder Daleo Consulting, a risk and management organization. She serves on 4IR
policy advisory board at media information technology and education authority (MICT SETA in
SA) and the Lifeboat Foundation Ethics and Futurist Board of Lifeboat Foundation, USA. She is a
regular contributor to local and international journals and magazines. Brenda has been featured
on various local and international media and has done interviews with futurist media outlets like
Transhumanist Enlightenment Salon USA, World Talent Economic Forum, India and recently by a
Global ranking Futurist, Ross Dowson, on “Thrive on Overload.”As a Peripatetic- futurist, Brenda
is known for using external and internal lenses to develop young futurists, connecting rural Africa
to global thinking, and validating their ideas.

Chairman
Nigerian Member Committee of the World Energy Council
Prof Abubakar Sani Sambo is the Chairman of the Nigerian Member Committee of the World
Energy Council. He has served as the Director-General of the Energy Commission of Nigeria,
Vice-Chancellor of Abubakar Tafawa Balewa University, Bauchi and was named the Special
Adviser to the President on Energy in 2011. He has published extensively on renewable energy.
He has a 1979 First Class Honours degree from Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria and a 1983 Doctor
of Philosophy degree from the University of Sussex, UK, both in Mechanical Engineering. He was
born in Zaria City on 31st July, 1955.

SPEAKER

SEAN SANDERS
CEO
Revix

NADIA RAWJEE

Sean is the CEO and Founder of Revix. Sean comes from an entrepreneurial and investment
banking background. He founded 3 businesses and successfully exited 2 prior to starting Revix
including Sataya, a proprietary trading firm, Blocktree Capital, a digital asset advisory firm, and
Application Portal, a multi-purpose online university application system. Sean led the technology
investment team at Draper Gain a London based family office, was a lead investment associate
at Knife Capital one of South Africa’s leading VCs and managed a >$100m fixed income and
technology portfolio at Sabvest, a JSE listed specialist investment group. Sean is a CFA Charter
holder and graduated Magna Cum Laude when completing his Bachelor of Business Science
(Honours) in Finance at the University of Cape Town.

Co-founder
Uzenzele Holdings

SPEAKER

A resourceful Executive Director with close to two decades of industry experience, boasting
advanced capabilities in overseeing capital raising projects to facilitate the growth and
development of various organisations. A transformational leader with in-depth knowledge and
understanding of the diverse and ever-changing market environment, leveraging the aptitude
to develop and implement robust business strategies and financial models that are integrated
with the firm’s overall strategic direction. Nadia was named 2020’s “High-Fliers in High Heels” by
Top Women Leaders Magazine and in Entreprenuer.com’s Top 50 Women to watch list of 2019.

SPEAKER

XOLA SITHOLE
VSEZ Programme Director
Vaal SEZ

MAHANDRA ROOPLALL
Industry Development Planner
Industry Planning and Project Development
IDC

SPEAKER
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Mahandra Rooplall is an Industry Strategist and Industry Planner presently part of a panel
developing the national hydrogen commercialisation strategy for South Africa. He us passionate
about industry development to address socio economic needs of society The development of
the new hydrogen industry for South Africa and Africa is one of those new industries that is
focussing on. Mahandra’s range of experience covers process plant optimisation, engineering
design, project development, feasibility studies, project execution, mega project economic
modelling, business track governance on mega projects, mega project risk management, design
of gas to energy and renewable energy technologies, project development funding and more
recently industry planning and development. Mahandra has worked in the energy industry at
Eskom and Sasol, in Energy and project consulting and in the financing industry.

STRATEGIC PARTNER

Xola is an experienced development finance practitioner, business executive and entrepreneur.
In a career spanning over 28 years, he has amassed expertise in the areas of public policy, entrepreneurship, economic development, development finance, corporate finance and infrastructure
planning and investment. He started his career at Unilever, before joining the IDC for a 9 year stint
in various roles. He has been CEO of two Development Finance Institutions (Sefa & MEGA) and
has held a number of directorships in listed and private companies. He is currently contracted
as a Technical Advisor to the Industrial Zones Programme (IZP), which is a Division of the IDC.
The IZP is tasked with accelerating the implementation of the regional industrial zones (SEZs and
Industrial Parks) and corridors. His current assignment for the IZP is as Programme Director for
the Vaal SEZ Programme, which is housed within the Gauteng Growth and Development Agency
(GGDA). He has a passion for steering economic development and navigating the nexus between
the public and private sectors to advance national development goals

SPEAKER
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EBRAHIM TAKOLIA

LUNGILE L. TOM

Founder & CEO
Green Hydrogen Solutions

Senior Investment Officer
Development Bank of Southern Africa

Ebrahim is the founder and CEO of Green Hydrogen Solutions, a company focused on applying
technology to the implementation and deployment of Green Hydrogen globally. Ebrahim has
significant hydrogen and gas project development experience focused on the value chains,
including with liquefaction and regasification systems, technologies applicable to hydrogen
and gas logistics as well as pipeline systems. He has led project and deal financing business
development, government and regulatory agency relationships, and deal execution teams
covering legal, financial and technical considerations.Ebrahim’s current focus is on the application
of this knowledge to assist companies, organizations and countries to meet Net Zero targets.

Lungile L. Tom is currently a Senior Investment Officer at the Development Bank of Southern
Africa (DBSA), specifically focused on Project Financed infrastructure projects across various
infrastructure sectors in South Africa and the rest of the African continent. She is an experienced
finance and investment professional with over 10 years of transacting experience. She is a
chartered accountant (CA (SA)) and a 2020/2021 Harvard South Africa Fellow. Her educational
background also includes Master of Philosophy (MPhil) in Development Finance from the
University of Cape Town Graduate School of Business.

SPEAKER

CORRIE VAN DER WATH

SHELDON TATCHELL

CEO
Matleng Energy Solutions

Founder
Legends Barbershop

Corrie van der Wath is an accomplished professional in electrical engineering and construction
management with 40 years’ experience in the industry, covering Municipal and Eskom
Infrastructure Planning, Design, Maintenance and Construction, Housing - and Property
Bulk Infrastructure, Gas Infrastructure, Renewable - and Alternative Energy, Private Sector
Development, Project Finance and Human Capital Development.

The company was founded by Sheldon Tatchell on the sidewalk in Eldorado Park in 2011. He
and his team had a passion for men’s grooming, and their enthusiasm for their fledging business
soon made it possible for them to move to a local pool club from where they could better
accommodate and serve their fast-growing customer base.

SPEAKER

2014 was a watershed year for Legends Barbershop since it represented its rebirth and the year
in which the concept really took off. Sheldon Tatchell left his job at Standard Bank and focused
fully on building the brand and in July 2015 Legends Barbershop opened its second shop in
Florida. By the end of 2021 Legends Barbershop consisted of 60 stores in Southern Africa. The
current staff complement of the group members are 450+ individuals of both genders.

Award winning CEO, successful businessman and co-founder of Matleng Energy Solutions (Pty)
Ltd, Van der Wath also holds ownership in various companies and directorships on multiple
Boards, most notably as Chief Executive Officer of Matleng Energy Solutions.

SPEAKER

He further holds formal qualifications in Engineering, Business, Industrial Psychology and
Psychology.

The growth of Legends Barbershop has been meteoric, and the success of the group astonished
both its competitors and its staunchest supporters. The demand for its services has also increased
dramatically, with both entrepreneurs and customers wanting to see Legends Barbershop
opening in their area. This led to the notion of expanding the business even more rapidly by
making franchise opportunities available to deserving candidates.

Van der Wath has developed multiple Leadership, Management and Entrepreneurial accredited
programmes with a specific focus on the development of Youth and Women in Energy. He was
awarded Mentor of the Year in 2017 by Consulting Engineers South Africa (CESA).

We as Legends Barbershop are more than just any Barbershop, we stand out from rest by caring
and contributing to our communities by giving back and creating job opportunities for the youth.

DR LOUIS VAN PLETSEN
CEO
Karbon CCS

SIMBINI TICHAKUNDA

Dr Louis van Pletsen has three decades of executive experience, and a track record of investing
in and starting businesses.

Energy Infrastructure Expert at NEPAD Agency
AUDA-NEPAD

Louis is the CEO and shareholder of Karbon CCS, a patented technology for removing CO2 from
the exhaust gas of power plants and ship engines. He is a Director of SMC, an electric mobility
and vehicle technology company; and Founder of the IAIH investment group, investing in Africa
and Globally.

Tichakunda works for the African Union Development Agency (AUDA-NEPAD), the implementing
arm of the African Union, as an Energy Infrastructure Expert in the Economic Integration Division.

SPEAKER
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He is part of the Infrastructure and Connectivity team coordinating and providing support to
Priority Energy Projects under the Programme for infrastructure Development in Africa (PIDA). He
is also coordinating the development of the Continental Power Systems Masterplan (CMP) which
will identify generation and transmission infrastructure essential for the creation of the Africa
Single Electricity Market (AfSEM). Both the CMP and AfSEM are flagship projects of the African
Union that will allow Africa to exploit its abundant natural resources for its socio-economic
development by enabling electricity trade between Africa’s 5 Power Pools and the continent’s
electricity trade with Europe, the Middle East and Asia.

STRATEGIC PARTNER

SPEAKER

He was previously a partner of Denham Capital private equity fund and head of its London office;
Partner and Co-Founder of an Africa focussed power sector investor; Managing Director of the
International Energy Group at Nomura International; Director of European Energy and Utilities
for Credit Suisse First Boston; Head of International Business Development for Eskom; and
Manager of Corporate Investment Strategy at the Industrial Development Corporation.
Together with 35 years of hands-on business experience, he holds seven university qualifications
including an MCom from the University of the Free State (South Africa), a Doctor of Commerce
in Economics from Rand Afrikaans University (South Africa), an MBA from the University of Notre
Dame (U.S.A.), an HD in Company Law from the University of the Witwatersrand (South Africa),
and an ADP from London Business School (U.K.).
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PHYLLIS WAKIAGA

ASANDA XAWUKA

Senior Private Sector Development Advisor- Industrialisation Practise
Tony Blair Institute for Global Change

Executive Manager: Business Development
Coega Development Corporation

Phyllis Wakiaga is an accomplished professional with over 15 years of experience in Private Sector
Development, Public Policy Formulation, Stakeholder and Government Relations, Industrial
Policy, International Trade and Investment, Strategy Formulation and Execution, Human
Capital Management, Resource Mobilization, Financial Oversight Corporate Governance and
Sustainability. She is currently the Senior Private Sector Development Advisor- Industrialisation
Practise at the Tony Blair Institute for Global Change where she supports the work on the design
and implementation of industrial strategies, bringing her depth of expertise and experience to
17 African countries much in need of industrialisation and economic transformation. She also
drives, continental public-private dialogue initiatives and the development of global investment
programmes across several sectors which are important for the economic transformation
of the continent. Phyllis is the immediate former Chief Executive of the Kenya Association of
Manufacturers (KAM) and worked at the Association for 9 years from June 2013 to June 2022. She
was the Head of Policy, Research and Advocacy and in 2015 took over at the CEO at the Association.
During her tenure she drove the prioritisation of Manufacturing as a strategic productive sector
in Kenya and positioned the Kenyan Manufacturing Sector Regionally and globally. She also
represented KAM on various boards and organisations including the Anti-Counterfeit Agency,
Kenya Intellectual Property Institute, Kenya Private Sector Alliance, EAC Manufacturers Network,
COMESA Business Council, Private Sector Covid Fund Board amongst others. Ms. Wakiaga was
also the Chair of United Nations Global Compact Network, Kenya Chapter from 2017-2022. She
drove the growth of the Network to the largest Corporate Sustainability Network in Africa.Before
joining the Kenya Association of Manufacturers, she was the Manager for Government and
Industry at Kenya Airways and prior to that worked at Otieno Omuga and Ouma Advocates as a
Pupil and Legal Assistant. She is an Advocate of the High Court of Kenya and has a Bachelor of Law
and master’s in international Trade and Investment Law from University of Nairobi. She is also
a holder of a Higher Diploma in Human Resource Management, Executive MBA and is currently
finalizing her PHD in Leadership and Governance at the Jomo Kenyatta University. Phyllis is an
Alumni of the Swedish Institute Management on Sustainable Leadership and has been trained
by Strathmore and John Hopkins University of Public Policy and Private Sector Development.
Phyllis is a member Board Member of the Kenya Electricity Generating Company Board, Kenya
Roads Board, and sits on the Board of Trustees of United States International University and the
Management University of Africa Council. She has been recognized among the Business Daily
Top 40 under 40 Business 2016, Top 10 Kenyan Communicators 2017, Top Africa Economic
Leaders for Tomorrow on the Choiseul 100 Africa list 2018 and one of the 2019 Most Influential
People of African Descent, Global 100 Under 40.

I hold a Master of Business Administration - MBA (Cum Laude), B-Tech Industrial Engineering
and currently doing 2nd year in Bachelor of Laws degree. I have over 15yrs working experience
in operations management, strategy Formulation, performance monitoring and evaluation,
programme management (infrastructure, agriculture, SMME development projects). I have good
understanding of risk and Governance, with exposure of sitting Audit and in Board committee
meetings in public sector and SOEs
SPEAKER

MEIKE WETSCH, B A (HONS), MSC
Coega Development Corporation
Unit Head: Capital Raising & Funding - Finance
Meike Wetsch heads the Capital, Investment and Funding unit at the Coega Development
Corporation. The Coega Development Corporation is responsible for the development of the
Coega Special Economic Zone, which at 9,300 ha is the largest economic zone in the Southern
Hemisphere, and the first SEZ declared in South Africa.

SPEAKER

Over its 19-year existence, the Coega SEZ has managed to attract more than R55bn international
investment into South Africa, and has 54 operational investors in the Chemicals, Energy and
Auto Sectors. Coega is also a major public infrastructure implementing agent for several
national and provincial government departments, with a current portfolio under management
of approximately R14bn.
Since, the Coega Development Corporation has expanded its activities to Africa as part of operationalizing the Africa Free Trade Agreement, and she is currently financing logistics and industrial
development projects in five countries, mainly in West and Central Africa with the Coega Africa
Programme.
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For insight into South Africa’s Real Economy,
Subscribe to Creamer Media’s
Engineering News & Mining Weekly

Published Every Friday!
Email us at subscriptions@creamermedia.co.za
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Join Africa’s Infrastructure
Development Boom
Key challenges will be to
Africa’s vast infrastructure

supply the burgeoning

deficit is a constraint on its

population with reliable

growth, but also an opportunity

electricity, affordable housing,

to leapfrog to new, more

and transport infrastructure,

efficient technologies.

though these industries will
also create new jobs.

For Africa, the need for
adequate infrastructure -

As Africa becomes more

secure energy, efficient

urbanized, public goods will

transport, reliable

become easier and cheaper

communication systems,

to deliver to a more

resilient sanitation, and

geographically concentrated

affordable housing - is

population.

particularly apparent.

GET MORE INFO on the website infrastructure-africa.com
TO BOOK A STAND call 011 463 9184 or email info@infrastructure-africa.com
Join the conversation at the Infrastructure Africa.
Subscribe to the newsletter and stay informed.

