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“I would tell most young people that in life you can go
through many difficulties, but if you know what you want to
do, if you can focus, and work, then in the end, you will end
up doing it. No matter what happens, if you don't give up,
you will still succeed.”
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The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind
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WELCOME
Dear Infrastructure Africa delegate,

W

elcome to this 8th edition of the
annual
two-day
Infrastructure
Africa Business Forum, hosted
virtually in 2021 for the first time.

are costing Africa billions of dollars annually
and are stunting growth. Bridging the gap
in infrastructure is thus vital for economic
advancement and sustainable development.

As Organisers of this leading infrastructure event
since its inception in 2012, we are cognisant
of the important role this platform plays in
bringing together stakeholders from across the
continent to dialogue, consolidate progress and
collaborate on future goals in the infrastructure
space.

Hosting the event virtually opens many new
trade and development opportunities. The
platform will be live and available for a further
2 weeks post the event to network and do
business as well as give you ample time to
watch all the conference sessions at your
leisure. In addition, we have representatives
from 34 Africa countries attending as well
as from 27 global countries interested in
the African infrastructure development
opportunity. We encourage you to use this
platform to learn, network and find new
business opportunities to grow your business
in Africa.

Infrastructure is Africa’s top priority. With low
levels of intra-regional economic exchange and
the smallest share of global trade, Africa is the
least integrated continent in the world.
An annual investment of USD 93 billion is
required for Africa to meet its infrastructure
needs –
• USD 40.92 billion (44 per cent) for energy
• USD 21.39 billion (23 per cent) for water and
sanitation

I look forward to finding further African
solutions with delegates and forging better
ties for African unity at this year’s Infrastructure
Africa.

• USD18.6 billion (20 per cent) for transport
• USD 9.3 billion (10 per cent) for ICT and

Warm regards from Africa

• USD 2.79 billion (3 per cent) for irrigation.
With an abundance of natural resources
and recent mineral, oil and gas discoveries,
demographic and political shifts and a more
investor-friendly environment, Africa is filled
with opportunities. Infrastructure inefficiencies

Liz Hart, Managing Director

Infrastructure Africa is organised by Siyenza

WHEN WE FINANCE
AND MANAGE
INFRASTRUCTURE
SOLUTIONS,
WE BEND THE ARC OF
HISTORY TOWARDS
SHARED PROSPERITY.
At t he DBSA, i nf ra st ru c tu re dev el o p ment i s a bo u t mo re t ha n j u st f i na nc ing b r icks and m or tar.
It i s a bo u t i mp ro v i ng p eo p l e’s l i v es a nd i nt egra t i ng Af ri c a’s ec o no mi es. We offer ex per tise
a nd i nf ra stru c tu re so l u t i o ns, ra ngi ng f ro m p l a nni ng, p ro j ec t p rep a ra ti o n, financing , d eliver y
a nd ma i ntena nc e. Thro u gh so l i d p a rtnershi p s wi th o u r c l i ent s a nd st a kehold er s, we pr om ote
su st a i na bl e dev el o p ment i mp a c t i n So u th Af ri c a a nd a c ro ss t he c o nti nent.
We ar e DBSA. Bu i l di ng Af ri c a’s Pro sp eri ty.
To p a rt ner o n thi s j o u rney o r t o f i nd o u t mo re a bo u t u s, v isit www.dbsa.o rg
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PROGRAMME OVERVIEW

WATER . ENERGY . ICT & TELECOMS . TRANSPORT . FINANCE

DAY 1 - Tuesday 22 June 2021

DAY 2 - Wednesday 23 June 2021

08:00

REGISTRATION

08:00

WELCOME

09:20

WELCOME AND OPENING
PLENARY PANEL 1:
Africa's Opportunity - Doing business in Africa - A leadership perspective

09:00

09:30

PANEL 5:
Improving project bankability is key to
bridging Africa's infrastructure gap Project preparation and due diligence

10:30

Business Networking, meet the Partners and Exhibitors

10:00

Business Networking, meet the Partners and Exhibitors

11:00

PLENARY PANEL 2
Restoring economic growth: Connecting African countries and optimising the AfCFTA

PANEL 7:
Agricultural opportunities in Africa
10:30

12:00

Business Networking, meet the Partners and Exhibitors

13:00

PLENARY PANEL 3:
Financing Africa's infrastructure development - Accessing capital and securing
finance to develop infrastructure projects

14:00

Business Networking, meet the Partners and Exhibitors

14:30

PANEL 1:
Delivering regional (cross border) infrastructure
projects

PANEL 2:
Infrastructure Partnerships - How PPPs are assisting
to develop African Infrastructure and attracting
private sector investment

15:30

Business Networking, meet the Partners and Exhibitors

16:00

PANEL 3:
Developments, challenges & opportunities for
infrastructure development in Africa (case studies)

17:00

END OF DAY 1

PANEL 4:
De-Risking infrastructure Projects and
establishing the necessary legal frameworks

PANEL 6:
Transformational technology & innovation in Africa

PANEL 8:
The future of Africa's energy
sector: Developing
decentralised energy
solutions

11:30

Business Networking, meet the Partners and Exhibitors

12:00

PANEL 9:
Water innovation for Africa: Sustainable
solutions for water management

13:00

Business Networking, meet the Partners and Exhibitors

13:30

PANEL 11:
The role of DFIs in developing Africa's
infrastructure?

14:30

Business Networking, meet the Partners and Exhibitors

15:00

PANEL 13:
Gearing for growth: Industrialising the
continent

16:00

CLOSING

PANEL 8A:
How Italian and South African
companies can join forces
to deliver successful
infrastructure projects
across Africa

PANEL 10:
Where do the roads lead? Transforming the transport sector
and the opportunity for infrastructure development and
growth (The development of transport infrastructure?

PANEL 12:
Innovation as a new driver of growth in Africa

PANEL 14:
Skills for Africa's future - What are the future jobs and skills
needed in Africa

Programme is subject to change

www.infrastructure-africa.com
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Invest in Tshwane
S

outh Africa’s Capital City, the City of Tshwane, is situated in the province of
Gauteng, the economic centre of South Africa. As the seat of government,
Tshwane is the country’s administrative hub and houses 134 embassies, 30
international organizations making it second only to Washington DC in
terms of the concentration of the diplomatic and foreign missions. It is
also home to over 30 Johannesburg Stock Exchange-listed companies
as well as various multinational companies. The city is home to four
universities and various research institutes and its knowledge and
information industry is well-developed.
Tshwane has a high literacy rate, a large
concentration of financial and business
services in the region, support of
educational institutions and
communication infrastructure,
including broadband capacity.

Tshwane Economic Development Agency (TEDA)

T

shwane Economic Development Agency (TEDA) is an entity of the City of Tshwane
Metropolitan Municipality and was formed to be a key driver in accelerating
economic growth and job creation in Tshwane.
We do this by: Promoting and facilitation investments into the
City of Tshwane, retaining current investors in Tshwane and ensuring
they have expansion support.
Capacity development for emerging exporters to make them export ready.
Promoting exports by Tshwane companies to international
markets; catalyzing infrastructure-led growth and revitalizing existing
nodal economies; and positioning the City for tourism growth
through destination and tourism marketing.

Our sectors
• Automotive & Components Industry
• Agro – processing Industry
• Business Process Outsourcing
• Aerospace & Defense Industry
• Mining and Beneficiation
• Property and Construction
• Energy and Renewable Resources
• Pharmaceutical Industry

Discover Tshwane

F

rom the moment you enter the City of Tshwane, you will realise this progressive
city, whose charm lies in its harmonious blend of African roots and European
traditions – creates a vibrant melting pot of cultures and traditions. It is a city
where history meets 21st century style and development, where vibrant
township scenes complement upmarket fine dining restaurants and ultramodern bustling city shopping centres. A walk through the city streets takes you
to a variety of museums, monuments, historic buildings and art centers. Just a
few minutes away, you will be embraced by the natural splendour of our many
nature reserves, our various markets and the quaint villages which allow you
to explore more intimately our beauty, vibrancy and diversity.
For more information, Contact us
www.teda.gov.za
www.discovertshwane.com
+27 12 358 6552
info@teda.gov.za
www.teda.org.za

3rd Floor
Lakeview Building
1277 Mike Crawford Road
Centurion CBD
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PARTNERS
ENDORSING PARTNER

STRATEGIC PARTNER

NEPAD BUSINESS FOUNDATION (NBF)

AUDA - NEPAD PLANNING AND COORDINATION
AGENCY

The NEPAD Business Foundation (NBF) is an independent non-profit organisation
that coordinates private sector efforts aimed at Africa’s economic growth and
development in alignment with the New Partnership for Africa’s Development
(NEPAD) thematic areas. The objective of the NBF is to support public sector
endorsed plans and projects by mobilising private sector resources (finance,
expertise and information) towards Africa’s economic growth and development.

We are the development agency of the African Union, coordinating and executing
priority regional and continental development projects to promote regional
integration towards the accelerated realisation of Agenda 2063 – Africa’s vision
and action plan. We are mandated to strengthen capacity of Member States and
regional bodies.

The NBF is a neutral ‘Implementing Agent’ for public-private development
initiatives in Africa. It does this by facilitating project executions, providing project
management services and by removing blockages to project implementation.
The NBF is ideally positioned to accelerate project execution on behalf of various
stakeholders and funders.

www.nepad.org

www.nepadbusinessfoundation.org

TRADE ASSOCIATION PARTNERS
THE ENGINEERING AND TECHNOLOGY GROUPING
OF EXPORT COUNCILS (ETGEC)

GOLD PARTNER
THE DEVELOPMENT BANK OF SOUTHERN AFRICA
(DBSA)

The Engineering and Technology Grouping of Export Councils (ETGEC) comprises
the International Steel Fabricators (ISF), South African Electrotechnical Export
Council (SAEEC), South African Capital Equipment Export Council (SACEEC), Built
Environment Professionals Export Council (BEPEC) and the Rail Road’s Association
(RRA) of Southern Africa.

The Development Bank of Southern Africa is one of the leading development
financial institutions on the continent. Our primary purpose is delivering impactful
development finance solutions that ignite transformative change in South Africa
and on the rest of the African continent. Improving the quality of life of people
in Africa is the fundamental focus of our development impact. We aim to bend
the arc of history towards shared prosperity through multifaceted investments in
sustainable infrastructure and human capacity.

This grouping of export councils, supported by the South African Department of
Trade, Industry and Competition (the dtic) has a reach of over one thousand South
African national and multinational companies, through its membership base and
that of its associated industry bodies. It was formed in order to provide a holistic
support offering to members companies as they participate in infrastructure
projects on the African continent.

Our product solutions span all phases of the infrastructure development value
chain from infrastructure planning and project preparation, across range of
financing and non-financing investments to infrastructure implementation and
delivery. Our primary areas of focus include Energy, ICT, Transport, Water and
Sanitation. Our secondary area of focus are Education, Housing and Health.
www.dbsa.org
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SILVER PARTNER
UK EXPORT FINANCE (UKEF)
UK Export Finance (UKEF) is the UK’s export credit agency. We support UK
exporters, international project sponsors and buyers of UK goods and services.
We also work with banks to provide flexible, innovative, and competitive financing
solutions. In 2020/21, we provided £4.4bn in support and helped 339 companies
export to 69 countries.
UKEF can support exports for any size of company and across all sectors, from
capital goods to services and intangibles such as intellectual property. We have
an international network of export finance representatives in key markets around
the world including Africa, with responsibility for developing commercial ties and
matching local projects to UK businesses.

ACHIEVE MORE

www.great.gov.uk/project-finance

WITH OUR

EXPORT CREDIT INSURANCE CORPORATION (ECIC)

FLEXIBLE FINANCE

SILVER PARTNER
ECIC is the official export credit agency (ECA) of South African government. ECIC
provides insurance that enables South African exporters to offer their services
and products on the international market, with a particular focus on emerging
markets that are considered too risky for conventional insurers. Its overarching
goal and mandate from the South African government is to make South African
exporters attractive to international buyers to attract foreign income, stimulate
local economic growth and create local jobs.
ECIC is the official export credit agency (ECA) of South African government. ECIC
provides insurance that enables South African exporters to offer their services
and products on the international market, with a particular focus on emerging
markets that are considered too risky for conventional insurers. Its overarching
goal and mandate from the South African government is to make South African
exporters attractive to international buyers to attract foreign income, stimulate
local economic growth and create local jobs.
www.ecic.co.za

PARTNER

Implemented by

The German Development Corporation (GIZ) implements on behalf of the German
Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ). Technical
Implemented
by
Advisory
is provided to the African Union Commission (AUC) and the African Union
Development Agency-NEPAD (AUDA-NEPAD) to support the implementation of
the African Union Programme for Infrastructure Development in Africa (PIDA) in
the fields of: preparing infrastructure projects to mobilize finance, supporting
SMEs in business plan development to receive funding, strengthen the inclusion
of the private sector and employment promotion. Beyond that, GIZ supports the
advisory and coordination for Africa’s priority regional infrastructure projects of
the next decade (PIDA PAP II) to improve access to Transport corridors, Water,
ICT and Energy supply. This advisory incorporates project features to promote
intra-African trade.
GIZ aims to advance its approach on infrastructure by focusing on Green
Infrastructure Development and Green recovery in trade-related corridors with
an outlook to support digital solutions from MSME’s.
www.giz.de/en

In the last two years UK Export Finance have provided close
to £2 billion worth of support to projects across Africa in a
wide range of sectors.
With competitive and flexible financing solutions and its
rich tradition of innovation and excellence, UK Export
Finance can add momentum to your projects and support
development and growth.

LEARN MORE AT
GREAT.GOV.UK/PROJECT-FINANCE
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DATA PARTNER
ASOKO INSIGHT
Asoko Insight is Africa’s leading corporate data and engagement platform,
providing global investors, multinationals and development institutions the most
effective route to discover, shortlist and engage their target universe of African
companies.
Through an extensive team of in-country analysts, technology and strategic
partnerships, we serve a growing number of clients looking to expand their
operations in Africa.
www.asokoinsight.com

PLENARY SESSION PARTNER

C R E AT IN G A N IM PACT
T H R O U G H S H A R E D VALU E

As a bank dedicated to driving Africa’s growth, our Power and Infrastructure
practice is at the core of our purpose as a business and central to our vision for
Africa’s growth and its future prosperity.

As an institutional fund manager, Mergence Investment Managers was a pioneer in
impact investing in South Africa over a decade ago. While “ESG” and “infrastructure
development”, “sustainable/responsible investing” have mainstreamed and
become buzzwords, we were quietly getting on with the business of upholding
our key ethos of creating shared value and creating a better environment for our
investors (such as pension fund members) to retire into.

We believe that Power and Infrastructure form the foundational pillars of growth
across the continent and have set up dedicated Power and Infrastructure
specialist teams across our geographical footprint.

We have R35 billion of assets under management across our ofﬁces in Cape Town,
Johannesburg, Windhoek and Maseru, and 48 employees.

STANDARD BANK

The breadth of services in the sector are designed to support our clients’ needs
and entail financing or refinancing power or infrastructure transactions, providing
local currency solutions, local insight from our on-the-ground teams based in 21
African markets, connectivity to European, American or Asian business partners,
access to International markets, transactional banking products and foreign
currency solutions.
The client is consistently at the centre of what we do, and we’re committed to
driving economic growth and prosperity across the continent.
www.standardbank.com

Here are some of our key achievements to date:

PR IVATE MAR KET S

PUBLIC MAR KET S

We have a suite of seven infrastructure & development
funds. Among these, the Mergence Infrastructure &
Development I Equity Fund has outperformed all its
peers and returned 17,5% per annum over the past
six years.

Mergence has long been an engaged shareholder
in the public markets, having conducted research
and active engagement focusing on issues across
climate change, executive remuneration, corporate
governance, employee safety and value unlock. We
take a research-driven approach to engaging with our
portfolio companies on issues that directly impact the
ﬁnancial performance of those companies as well as
broader society as a whole.

We were the ﬁrst asset manager to launch a renewable
energy debt fund under South Africa’s acclaimed
Renewable Energy Independent Power Producers
Procurement Programme (REIPPPP).

SESSION HOST
AUTODESK, INC. (NASDAQ: ADSK)
From the greenest buildings to the cleanest cars, the smartest factories to the
biggest stories, amazingthings are created every day with Autodesk.
Over four decades we’ve worked together with our customers to transform how
things are made. Today our solutions span countless industries, empowering
innovators everywhere to combine technologies in new ways, unleash talent, and
unlock insights to make the new possible.
www.autodesk.co.za

We are invested in 14 renewable energy projects across
SADC, in both solar and wind.
We have produced an annual impact report for the past
ﬁve years, quantifying the impact made on jobs and
other outcomes.
We are among only a handful of asset managers with
an in-country presence in SADC countries, providing
on-the-ground jobs and ensuring that our investments
have a majority local component.
Our expertise spans a number of key high social impact
sectors, including renewable energy, healthcare, digital
& telco infrastructure, affordable accommodation,
environmental sustainability and water management.
We are the only asset manager to be invested in the only
two privately owned water concessions in South Africa.
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We were among the ﬁrst in SA to sign the Principles
for Responsible Investment supported by the UN, the
Code for Responsible Investment in SA (CRISA) and
have recently joined the Climate Action 100+ initiative,
a worldwide group of asset owners and managers
that advocate for environmentally friendly shareholder
proposals and push companies to align their businesses
with the Paris Agreement.

To ﬁnd out more and/or to request a
copy of our 2021 impact report,
please contact Ronel Bantjes at
ronel@mergence.co.za

www.mergence.co.za
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PROGRAMME SESSION
PLENARY PANEL 1:

PLENARY PANEL 2:

Africa’s Opportunity - Doing business in
Africa - A leadership perspective.
MODERATOR:
Sean Cleary: Strategic Concepts
PANELISTS:
Sabine Dall’Omo: Siemens
Dr Towela Nyirenda-Jere: AUDA-NEPAD
Jonathan Berman: Autonomi Capital
Dr Louis van Pletsen: InAfrica Holdings

2.

What are the new growth opportunities in
the infrastructure realm that can develop the
continent?

3.

Growing African leadership – how do we
develop the leaders of the future?

4.

How is Africa to overcome the various
challenges confronting the emerging African
population such as the supply of reliable
electricity, affordable housing and transport
infrastructure?

16

Financing Africa’s infrastructure development - Accessing capital and securing
finance to develop infrastructure projects.

MODERATOR:
John Rocha: thedtic

*Session sponsored by
Standard Bank*

PANELISTS:

MODERATOR
Lade Araba: Convergence

Louis Afful: African continental free trade (afcfta) policy network

How can African leaders capitalise on the
opportunity to leapfrog to novel, innovative
technologies?

STRATEGIC PARTNER

PLENARY PANEL 3:

Restoring economic growth: Connecting
African countries and optimising the
AfCFTA.

Dr Markus Thill: Bosch

Africa’s basic infrastructural requirements are lacking
in terms of the need for secure energy, efficient
transport, reliable communication systems, resilient
sanitation, and affordable housing. However, while
this infrastructure deficit is a major hindrance on continental development, it brings with it the opportunity
to leapfrog to novel, innovative technologies. Furthermore, urbanisation in Africa is on the rise, making
public goods more convenient and less costly to
deliver to a more geographically concentrated population. While various challenges confront this emerging
population such as the supply of reliable electricity,
affordable housing and transport infrastructure, these
industries will create new jobs, thereby stimulating
economic growth, further presenting opportunities to
the continent.

1.

SUMMARIES

Ghana and And Women of Africa Network
Mesela Nhlapo: African Rail Industry Association

The African Continental Free Trade Area agreement
(AfCFTA) will constitute the world’s largest free trade
area, with the objective to realise a continent-wide
single market for goods and services with free
movement of business, persons and investments.
The AfCFTA has the potential to reignite industrialisation and lay the foundation for the continent’s
integration into the global economy as a significant
participant. In order to render the AfCFTA successful,
developing a robust infrastructure and streamlining regulatory framework is imperative. An integral
component of rebalancing global trade relations is to
level the playing field for African businesses, enabling
them to operate in a large-scale market unbridled by
regulatory fragmentation.
1.

2.

3.

How can the removal of trade barriers improve
efficiency, enhance competition, and incentivise
development of strategic solutions to local
challenges through regional economies of
scale, whilst simultaneously advancing the
efficacy of resource allocation?
How will successful implementation of the
agreement have a profound impact on the
continent’s energy, transport, water and
information technology sectors?
How can African authorities plan to develop a
‘robust’ infrastructure in order to render the
AfCFTA successful?

PANELISTS:
Paul Mojalefa : ECIC
Aadil Cajee: Standard Bank
Mohan Vivekanandan: DBSA
Steven Gray: UK Export Finance
Jacob Flewelling: U.S. International Development
Finance Corporation

Investment in infrastructure is critical for Africa’s
sustained economic growth. Africa’s infrastructure
projects are considerably short on funding, and little
has been done recently to mitigate the colossal funding
gap. The continent’s energy, transport, water and
information technology services remain considerably
lower than the global standard thereby creating severe
impasses for African economies striving to realise
the transformational growth rates achieved in other
emerging markets. In consideration of rising populations and rapid urbanisation, the need is notably stark.
This said, the African Development Bank is developing a financing strategy for infrastructure intending to
unlock the resources available for investment in these
fundamental sectors. Such a profound initiative necessitates that Africa mobilises various sources of capital
through a variety of innovative financial instruments,
vehicles and markets.
1.

How can Africa build a robust capital market
comparable to other nations?

2.

How can Africa increase private sector
participation in its infrastructure development
but also for the issuance of locally denominated
infrastructure bonds?

3.

Explain how Africa has the potential to meet a
significant part of its infrastructure investment
needs from domestic sources?

4.

What funding models are available to ignite
infrastructure development?

TRADE ASSOCIATION PARTNERS

PANEL 1:

Delivering regional (cross border)
infrastructure projects.
MODERATOR:
Duane Newman: Cova Advisory & Associates
PANELISTS:
Dr Towela Nyirenda-Jere: AUDA-NEPAD
Jean-Marc Kilolo: UNECA
Joe Odhiambo: Agrement South Africa
Neels van Niekerk: ISF
Peter Varndell: The NEPAD Business Foundation

Infrastructure integration is fundamental to reinforce
regional integration along with developing cross
border infrastructure projects. This not only enables
improved economies of scale, but the development
of cross-border public goods industries. Road and
rail transport corridors, airports and seaports link
countries physically, politically and economically,
whilst providing global market access. Further to this,
transport infrastructure is commonly linked to other
regional infrastructure projects in energy, communications, water and sanitation.
1.

How can African governments reduce the costs
of transport whilst simultaneously improving
the quality of services?

2.

How can African leaders increase both public
and private financial investment in transport
infrastructure?

3.

What can be done to ensure the continued
maintenance of transport infrastructure?

4.

What can be done to remove the formal and
informal (physical and non-physical) barriers
to the movements of peoples, goods and
services?

5.

How can Africa improve the safety of all
transport modes (air, land, rail, sea and
pipeline)?

17
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PANEL 2:

PANEL 3:

Infrastructure Partnerships - How
PPPs are assisting to develop African
Infrastructure and attracting private sector
investment?
MODERATOR:
Vivek Mittal: AFIDA
PANELISTS:
Lara Bezuidenhoudt: Fasken
Bamidele Olalekan Oseni: Caleb Consulting
Judy Kobus: RMB

In response to a deficit in infrastructure funding, a
rising number of emerging markets and developing economies (EMDE) are structuring Public-Private
Partnerships (PPPs) in order to source private capital.
Whilst PPPs cannot wholly resolve this dilemma, they
are capable of providing considerable financing for
sustainable projects. PPPs include projects across
the continent and can be demonstrated by successful PPP structuring in South Africa, Nigeria, Kenya, and
Uganda. Africa’s current state of infrastructure calls
for massive adoption of the PPP model to accelerate
infrastructure delivery.

1.

What must African governments do to drive
PPPs?

2.

How does one assess the viability of a PPP and
how simple is it to structure?

3.

How can authorities attract investors to African
PPPs?

4.

Why are some African countries hesitant to
embark on PPPs?

5.

Please elaborate on various successful
examples of PPPs?

STRATEGIC PARTNER

PANEL 5:

Developments, challenges & opportunities
for infrastructure development in Africa
(case studies)

De-Risking infrastructure projects
and establishing the necessary legal
frameworks.

Improving project bankability is key to
bridging Africa’s infrastructure gap Project preparation and due diligence.

MODERATOR:
Wilco De Villiers: DRA Global

MODERATOR:
Brigette Baillie: Herbert Smith Freehills

MODERATOR:
DeBuys Scott: Cornerstone Africa

PANELISTS:
Tim Kerckhoff: Fitch Solutions
Anita Otuba: Rural Electrification Agency, Nigeria
Ashwin West: AIIM Africa
Dr Morgan Pillay: GIZ
Scott Alexander: DRA Global

PANELISTS:
Joshua Ogwal: Ligomarc Advocates
Annamari Uys: Turner Townsend
Adeola Sunmola: Udo Udoma & Bela-Osagie
Zodwa Mbele: DBSA

PANELISTS:
Ibrah Wahabou: AUDA-NEPAD
Ope Onkibun: Arise
Adero Okudo: Milele Energy
Hasnayn Ebrahim: Africa International Advisors

One of sub-Saharan Africa’s top developmental
challenges continues to be the dearth of physical infrastructure. As it stands, improved economic activity,
efficiency and competitiveness are hindered by
inadequate transport, communication, water and
power infrastructure. Development finance is
necessary to implement and expedite Africa’s structural transformation. It is supported by investment,
infrastructure, industrialisation, skills development,
robust health systems, along with improved agricultural productivity and regional integration. To date,
successful projects comprise of an enabling environment, optimal operational modalities, ownership
and contribution of owner-capital as well as strong
management of sources of funds. Conversely, inadequate performance of infrastructure projects in Africa
can be ascribed to extensive mandates but insufficient resources, a shortage of financial and human
resources along with small and fragmented facilities.

In order to be successful in growing the number of
regional and domestic infrastructure projects and their
impact in advancing sustainable inclusive development, Africa is required to shift its mindset, processes,
policies, programmes and metrics. Governments
need to restructure and streamline project development processes, optimise the roles of all participants
and introduce innovative risk-mitigating solutions and
regional alignment strategies. Moreover, governments
need to create an enabling legal environment for
private sector participation in infrastructure delivery
in order to have the ideal framework to invest in such
projects.

1.

2.

18

PANEL 4:

To overcome the abovementioned challenges,
a succinct strategy with sound planning and
financial stability is required. How can this
solution be addressed?
What strategies have resulted in successful
infrastructure development and project
implementation?

3.

Can implementation of such strategies be
applied across the board on the continent?

4.

How can challenges be overcome to develop
infrastructure and what lessons can be shared
and learnt?

In order to bridge the infrastructure gap and stimulate
job creation in Africa, it remains crucial to scale-up
capacity for project preparation and development as
the sole means to evaluate, package and organise the
projects in a manner that results in a ‘rolling pipeline’
of bankable projects. The Programme for Infrastructure Development in Africa (PIDA) underscores the
need for robust coordination in the preparation of
bankable, investment-ready projects that can attract
financing for execution. 50% of intended projects in
Africa remain at the conceptual stage. Accordingly,
the continent needs to incrementally increase the
capacity for project preparation in terms of resources
and skills in order to facilitate employment opportunities for Africa’s youth. To appeal to private investors, it
is necessary for governments to establish appropriate
legislative, regulatory and institutional environments.
Such frameworks will represent the foundation for a
conducive business environment.

1.

How can Africa champion the scaling-up
and utilisation of existing and innovative
risk mitigation instruments to incentivise
investment in infrastructure?

2.

How can frameworks for aligned and smoother
infrastructure implementation, such as right of
way laws, sectoral regulations and arbitration
processes, be effectively implemented?

1.

How can Africa scale up the successful
development and finance of Africa’s regional
and national infrastructure projects?

The lack of technical capacity for project
preparation remains one of the key bottlenecks
in the implementation of infrastructure
projects. How can this be addressed?

2.

Project delivery will depend on effective
public-private sector partnerships (PPPs) and
not just on the public sector and / or donors.
What is needed to expedite project delivery?

3.

Demonstrating political stability by government
is pivotal to attracting investors. Considering
the volatile political landscapes in various
African countries, how can this impact project
bankability?

4.

What innovative approaches are available in
the market and how can this reinforce project
bankability?

3.

4.

African infrastructure projects, national
and regional, as well as PIDA projects,
are extraordinarily challenging, requiring
coordination, communication and partnerships
between a vast array of public and private
entities. How can Africa create efficient,
transparent platforms for accelerated project
development and risk mitigation?

TRADE ASSOCIATION PARTNERS

19

INFRASTRUCTURE AFRICA . 22 – 23 June 2021

PANEL 6:

PANEL 7:

Transformational technology
& innovation in Africa

Agricultural opportunities in Africa

*Session sponsored by Autodesk*

MODERATOR:
Linda Manda: Standard Bank

MODERATOR:
Prashaen Reddy: Kearney

PANELISTS:
Wandile Sihlobo: AgBiz
Kelvin Ndungu: Agricultural Solutions Kenya
Michael Hoelter: DWS International
Duncan Bonnett: Africa House

PANELISTS:
Simon Bromfield: Autodesk
Evelyn Ngatia: Techawatt
Malani Padayachee-Saman: MPAMOT Group

Over the last fifteen years, Africa has experienced
the growth of digital technology, mainly driven by
the mobile revolution and associated innovations.
Similarly, digital trade is increasing rapidly, and Fintech
services have become a powerful lever for growth
and financial inclusion by providing large numbers
of services to people excluded from basic financial
services. However, Africa is still the least connected
region compared to other regions of the world. Few
citizens have digital IDs, businesses adopting digital
technologies remain scarce, and few governments are
investing strategically in developing digital infrastructure, services, skills, and entrepreneurship. Furthermore, there remains a need to adapt and align legislations on technology, including intellectual property
and data privacy to unlock Africa’s digital potential.

1.

How can we tackle the abovementioned
challenges?

2.

How can leaders implement the African
Union’s Digital Transformation Strategy for
Africa (2020–2030) as a blueprint and master
plan for transforming the continent’s economy
and societies?

3.

How can African countries leverage the digital
space to respond to the COVID19 crisis more
quickly and robustly?

4.

How can digitalisation unlock the full potential
of the African Continental Free Trade Area
(AfCFTA)?

Given the continent’s rising income levels and rapidly
growing population, Africa’s demand for food is set to
escalate dramatically in the medium term, creating
new growth opportunities in agriculture. By 2030,
20% of the world’s population is expected to be in
Africa. The growing population will place immense
pressure on Africa’s food supply, consequently
requiring substantial investment to guarantee food
security. Most of these funds are set to come from
private investment. Moreover, Africa remains the only
region yet to experience a “Green Revolution”, thereby
offering extensive opportunities for those vested in
the agricultural sector.

Innovation in
Infrastructure leads
to Smarter
Infrastructure
Infrastructure plays a key role in a country’s development. Without well-designed and maintained infrastructure,
economies falter and citizens suffer. For Africa, the need for adequate infrastructure - secure energy, efficient transport,
reliable communication systems, resilient sanitation and affordable housing - is particularly apparent. The G20 nationsbacked Global Infrastructure Hub estimates that by 2040, the world must invest $94 trillion in roads and rails, homes,
commercial sites and other built structures to keep society functioning.
But only $79 trillion will be invested, leaving a $15 trillion gap. Infrastructure construction teams are tasked to do more
with less and have little room to navigate unforeseen issues endangering project quality, cost and schedule. Teams also
face additional complexity with navigating public funding requirements, reporting to numerous external stakeholders,
safety risks, cybersecurity demands and large physical distances which complicate collaboration efforts.

Connects architecture, engineering and construction teams on a single
platform for improved project outcomes. It provides easy feedback
tools to improve collaboration, accelerated timelines through live
design co-creation and reduces rework, RFIs and change orders
with better construction documentation. BIM Collaborate Pro brings
together teams, workflows and insights. Read more...

1.

Which African nations provide the most
lucrative agricultural opportunities?

So how do we build smarter?

2.

What are the risks and challenges involved
in production of the identified crops in the
respective territories above?

3.

What issues need to be addressed to enable
greater foreign investment in the agricultural
realm?

Increasingly, infrastructure building teams are investing
in technology that can boost productivity, improve
quality, meet demand and get the most out of limited
public budgets. The digitalization of infrastructure is no
longer just a design requirement, but a vital corporate
and government strategy.

4.

What opportunities will the “Green Revolution”
present to African nations and how can these
be fast-tracked?

The AEC Collection facilitates better design decisions through its
connected tools. By adopting integrated workflows teams are more
effective across locations and disciplines. And being able to coordinate
from design to construction results in reduced risks, minimized RFIs
and better constructability. Read more...

With Autodesk
Infrastructure designers, engineers and contractors
have consistently relied on Autodesk solutions to help
them deliver sustainable and efficient infrastructure
projects in:
•
•
•
•
•
•

airport design and development
plant infrastructure
bridge and tunnel design
railway infrastructure
land development
roads and highway design

Brings a host of new features to a product that’s a core staple for civil
infrastructure design. Its support for BIM with integrated features
which improve drafting, design and construction documentation.
Project Explorer allows the navigation, visualization and interaction
with Civil 3D design models. And the integration of ArcGIS data
directly in the Civil 3D model gives teams access to up-to-date project
information. Read more...

Infrastructure Solutions for Business Leaders - Read more...

Infrastructure Solutions for Project Managers - Read more...

Get it touch with our team to discuss our Infrastructure Solutions to your infrastructure challenges.
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PANEL 8:

The future of Africa’s energy sector:
Developing decentralised energy
solutions.

How Italian and South African companies
can join forces to deliver successful
infrastructure projects across Africa

MODERATOR:
Dr Clinton Carter-Brown: CSIR

MODERATOR:
Pamina Bohrer: Secretary General, Italian South African Chamber of
Trade

PANELISTS:
Wale Shonibare: AfDB
Prof Abubakar Sambo: WEC Nigeria
Mike Peo: Nedbank

As a consequence of cities developing around industries, the electric grid in Sub-Saharan Africa has
expanded considerably as energy providers follow the
rapid demand of manufacturers and urban populations. This resulted in electrification being concentrated in urban areas and peri-urban zones with high
economic activity. Unfortunately, grid infrastructure
remains unaffordable for most developing economies
and a vast amount of energy is lost during long distance
energy transmission. Consequently, as opposed
to investing in expensive national grid expansion
projects, decentralised systems have proven to be the
viable and cost-effective solution to supply energy to
outlying regions.

1.

2.

3.

4.
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PANEL 8A:

How has the availability of decentralised
solutions paved the way for the spread of
companies developing mobile solar-powered
machines and tools?
How are mobile solar-powered machines and
tools able to provide for the absence of the
national grid?
How do the associated cost reductions
supporting decentralised energy solutions
assist Africa to further improve its
Environmental Sustainability Trilemma
performance?
What is the growth potential for mini and
micro-grid development?

STRATEGIC PARTNER

PANEL:
Alberto Rini: Embassy of Italy, Pretoria
Andrew Adams: Acting Consul-General of South Africa in Milan
Masopha Moshoeshoe: Investment and Infrastructure Office South
Africa
Giulio dal Magro: Projects support CDP
Vaughn Harrison: Thompson Wilks Consultant
Antonio Monaco: The experience of an Italian contractor WE BUILD

PANEL 9:

Water innovation for Africa: Sustainable
solutions for water management
MODERATOR:
Wendy Green: DRA Global
PANELISTS:
Benoît Le Roy: The South African Water Chamber
Dhesigen Naidoo: Water Research Commission
Gerardo Pretorius: OMI Solutions

Africa has insufficient levels of sustainable water
supply and sanitation which are essential for food
security, health, survival, societal well-being and
economic growth. Water scarcity is further exacerbated by population growth, challenges to economic
development, urbanisation, demographic shifts and
climate change. Furthermore, contaminated water
and poor sanitary conditions result in susceptibility
to waterborne diseases such as diarrhoea, cholera
and typhoid, which consequently have serious human
and economic costs and have the potential to impact
peace and security in the African region.
1.

How is Africa to tackle these water-related
challenges?

2.

How can technological advancements and
innovation assist in this regard?

3.

How can inadequate levels of sustainable
water supply and sanitation result in a nation’s
unrest?

Where do the roads lead? Transforming
the transport sector and the opportunity
for infrastructure development and
growth (The development of transport
infrastructure)
MODERATOR:
Dr Martyn Davies: Deloitte
PANELISTS:
Andrew Robinson: Norton Rose Fulbright
Mesela Nhlapo: African Rail Industry Association
Johny Smith: Transnamib
Prof James Maina: University of Pretoria

Roads govern the transport sector in most African
countries, covering 80-90 percent of passenger and
freight traffic. The World Bank has approximated that
nearly US$ 200 billion of trade in Africa is carried by the
region’s trunk road network. Most rural areas of Africa
wholly rely on roads for connectivity. Nonetheless, the
density of road network, for both per person and per
square kilometre of land area is much lower in Africa
relative to other regions. Supporting the development
of the road networks is rail, air and port infrastructure.
How do we develop this infrastructure for the optimal
development of transport infrastructure?

1.

How can innovative measures be set up in
regions to assist transportation concerns?

2.

How can various trade agreements/ African
free trade zones and the removal of tariff
barriers benefit the continent?

3.

As Africa has become an increasingly more
appealing investment destination and as such,
the role of transportation has taken on greater
significance. Please elaborate.

4.

Developing our ports, road and rail networks
and air routes, will assist in developing
the continent. What are the development
opportunities linked to transport infrastructure
development?

TRADE ASSOCIATION PARTNERS

PANEL 11:

The role of DFIs in developing Africa’s
infrastructure.
MODERATOR:
Thithi Kuhlase
PANELISTS:
Soren Andreasen: European Development Finance Institutions
(EDFI)
Hannah Subayi Kamuanga: Proparco
Sanyade Okoli: Alpha African Advisory Limited
Catherine Koffmantil: DBSA

As access to capital becomes increasingly problematic, it becomes necessary for African governments to
source new means to finance development. According
to a UN Report, between US$600 billion and US$1.2
trillion will be required annually to realise the sustainable development goals in Africa. As this equates to
approximately one third of some countries’ gross
national income, it remains improbable that public
budgetary resources, official development aid and
external debt will cover those needs. The solution
is therefore to introduce development partners to
apportion the burden. While both Africa and donor
countries experience major limitations on public
finance, development finance institutions (DFIs) are
prepared to assume a prominent role regarding
financing development and supporting Africa’s infrastructure needs.

1.

How do local DFIs play a central role in
mobilising resources for underserved
segments of the economy?

2.

Can DFIs complement international financial
institutions and commercial banks? If so, how
is this so?

3.

Why is it imperative for Africa’s future
to develop efficient, sustainable and
well-functioning local DFIs that understand the
needs of Africa and its people, and that will
be able and willing to bridge the financing gap
faced by the credit-rationed sectors?
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PANEL 12:

PANEL 13:

Innovation as a new driver of growth
in Africa

Gearing for growth:
Industrialising the continent.

MODERATOR:
Coenraad Bezhuidenhout: Maverick Shared Value

MODERATOR:
Saul Levin: TIPS

PANELISTS:
Ndivhuho Raphulu: NCPC-SA
Tilda Mwai: Knight Frank
Mohamed Serry: Atlas Communications

PANELISTS:
Bernice Mclean: AUDA-NEPAD
Alec Erwin: UBU Holdings
Prof Horman Chitonge: University of Cape Town

Innovation is undoubtedly a critical element of
economic development, but must be accompanied
with enabling policies, relevant skills, and core infrastructure. In a broader context, innovation should
incorporate local content along with a component
of public-private partnerships. Furthermore, the
private sector is required to represent a focused and
sustained role in developing the associated factors
required for more impactful innovation. Nonetheless,
innovation has the capability to shorten the length of
time required for structural transformation across the
continent and should represent an extensive element
of Africa’s strategy for inclusive and sustainable development.

To realise its full potential, Africa must engage in an
agenda defined by private sector-led investments
in industrial transformation. The continent has the
potential to capitalise on its resources and the opportunities provided by the structural shifts of global
production, thereby creating jobs and promoting
inclusive economic transformation through domestic
manufacturing and a commodity-based industrialisation process. Harnessing the continent’s opportunities
for industrialisation entails adding value to domestic
products, soft and hard commodities as well as establishing both forward and backward linkages to regional
and international value chains.

1.

How can innovation contribute to Africa’s
development?

2.

How can effective policy frameworks influence
continental innovation?

3.

Elaborate how enhanced private/public
collaboration can enhance innovation in Africa?

4.

Why are upskilling initiatives imperative to
transforming Africa into an innovation hub?
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1.

How can Africa foster value creation, formal
employment and positive commercial gains?

2.

How can African leaders support the
development and expansion of SMEs, industry
clusters and the establishment of private-public
partnerships as a means to leverage resources
for financing the industrialisation process?

3.

What are the factors hindering industrial
development and how can we overcome them?

PANEL 14:

Skills for Africa’s future - What are the
future jobs and skills needed in Africa?
MODERATOR:
Sherrie Donaldson: African Innovators
PANELISTS:
Simbini Tichakunda: AUDA-NEPAD
Lebogang Zulu: AV South Africa
Wendy Poulton: Strategic Mindsets

Whilst a current challenge, it remains essential that
African nations restructure their skills development
strategies in line with their exposure to the jobs
landscape of the future. It appears that various African
economies have a window of opportunity for engaging
in long overdue improvements and their efforts should
particularly emphasise reinforcing basic education
as well as building a robust Technical and Vocational
Education and Training (TVET) system to pave the way
for the future. It is abundantly clear that urgent reskilling and continuous upskilling efforts are required,
focusing notably on strengthening higher education
and lifelong learning. It is imperative that appropriate
investment decisions today reinforce the continent’s
foundations for the jobs and skills of the future.

1.

What is the single, most challenging obstacle to
future workforce planning?

2.

How can African leaders promote collaboration
between business and the education sector?

3.

There is relatively little collaboration among
the firms that are seeking to address skills
gaps in their own workforces as well as the
communities around them, resulting in
uncoordinated, potentially wasteful, efforts.
How can this be addressed?

TRADE ASSOCIATION PARTNERS

25

INFRASTRUCTURE AFRICA . 22 – 23 June 2021

INFRASTRUCTURE AFRICA . 22 – 23 June 2021

SPEAKERS
MODERATORS:

MODERATOR

LADÉ ARABA
Managing Director: Africa
Convergence Finance
Ladé Araba is a senior development finance executive and Board Member with over 18 years
of experience. She is the Managing Director for Africa at Convergence Finance, sits on the
Equality Fund’s Investment Advisory Council, and serves as a Non Executive Director on the
Board of African Risk Capacity (ARC) Ltd. She previously served as Technical Adviser to the
former Minister of Finance of Nigeria and was the Head of the Strategic Monitoring Unit. She
was also an Adviser in the Power Sector Team at the Nigeria Infrastructure Advisory Facility
(NIAF). She was previously a Senior Investment Officer in Infrastructure Finance at the African
Development Bank and served as Technical Adviser to the Executive Secretary of the UN
Economic Commission for Africa.

MODERATOR

BRIGETTE BAILLIE
Partner
Herbert Smith Freehills
Brigette Baillie is a partner at global law firm Herbert Smith Freehills, based in the
Johannesburg office. Brigette enjoys a formidable reputation for her prestigious work
in project development and financing aspects of projects across Africa, having worked
in jurisdictions such as South Africa, Ghana, Nigeria, Tanzania, Zambia, Kenya, Mauritius,
Zimbabwe, Mozambique and Lesotho. She has significant experience acting for corporates,
lenders, borrowers, governments and multilateral agencies, particularly in Africa and other
emerging markets. She is a specialist in the areas of non-recourse and limited recourse
financing, the structuring of projects and corporate and equity finance in the power,
infrastructure and mining sectors.

MODERATOR

COENRAAD BEZUIDENHOUT
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Founder
Maverick Shared Value
Coenraad Bezuidenhout is a sustainability and public affairs consultant. He helps companies
and organisations develop mastery in perceiving influencing and responding to their
external landscapes to shape their own futures, maximise opportunities and mitigate risk
and in the process embed sustainability. His services include research, policy, stakeholder
engagement, scenario-building, materiality assessments and strategic and change
communications. He has extensive expertise in corporate citizenship, waste policy, extended
producer responsibility, the circular economy, environmental and health fiscal interventions
and intellectual property strategies to support sustainability. He originally trained as a political
economist and is currently pursuing postgraduate studies with the Cambridge Institute of
Sustainability Leadership and the Questrom School of Business at Boston University. He has
worked across local government, the legislative arena, academia, organised business and
consulting.

STRATEGIC PARTNER
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PAMINA BOHRER

DR MARTYN DAVIES

Secretary General
Italian Chamber, South Africa

Managing Director of Emerging Markets & Africa
Deloitte

Pamina has lived in Italy, Russia, Austria, Spain, and South Africa. She has a strong entrepreneurial background, having been the MD of a privately held company for over 15 years.
She has worked as a governance consultant, has served on a number of Boards as a
Non-Executive Director and is currently a Board Member at the EU-South African Chamber.
Pamina has a deep knowledge of South African localization and broad-based black economic
empowerment policies, as well as a thorough understanding of the legislative environment
for Companies operating in SA, such as the Companies Act, the King IV Codes of Governance,
the Consumer Protection Act and Tax regulations.

MODERATOR

MODERATOR
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Dr Martyn Davies is the Managing Director of Emerging Markets & Africa at Deloitte as well
as the Dean of Alchemy by Deloitte, the firm’s School of Leadership.
Prior to joining Deloitte, Martyn was a successful entrepreneur having founded Frontier
Advisory, a strategy and corporate finance advisory firm that was subsequently acquired by
Deloitte.
Martyn has been selected as a Young Global Leader, an honour bestowed by the World
Economic Forum and has served as a Global Agenda Council member of the WEF.
He is a Visiting Professor at IE Business School, Madrid, Spain.
A number of institutions have tried to educate Martyn including Wits, Yonsei, Harvard, Oxford
and Yale universities. Martyn was done with his PhD at 25 years old.

Clinton has BSc (Cum Laude), MSc and PhD degrees in Electrical Engineering. He is a
registered professional engineer with the Engineering Council of South Africa, and is the
recipient of the South African Institute of Electrical Engineers (SAIEE) Young Achievers Award
for 2003, and 2003 Eskom Chairman’s Award for Technical Excellence and Innovation.
Clinton was awarded 2012 specialist of the year in the Eskom Technology Group. He is the
outgoing South African representative on CIGRE Study Committee C6, Distribution systems
and Distributed Generation.

MODERATOR

SEAN CLEARY
Chairman
Strategic Concepts (Pty) Ltd
Sean Cleary is Chairman of Strategic Concepts (Pty) Ltd., Founder and Executive Vice Chair
of the FutureWorld Foundation, Diplomacy Moderator of the Geneva Science and Diplomacy
Anticipator, a member of the Advisory Boards of EIT-Climate-KIC, World Leadership
Alliance-Club de Madrid, and the Institute of Advanced Studies, Kőszeg, a Special Advisor to
the Global Solutions Initiative, and a Senior Advisor and Senior Fellow of the Salzburg Global
Seminar. He studied social sciences and law at the University of South Africa, the University
of Cape Town and Pahlavi University in Iran, and holds an MBA from Henley Management
College.
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MODERATOR

The CSIR Energy Centre plays a central role in shaping and implementing the organisation’s
energy research agenda, and provides a knowledge base for the South African energy
transition – the move towards a more sustainable and cleaner energy system in which
energy is used more efficiently and sustainably.
Clinton has held snr leadership roles in the energy domain in the public and private sectors.
He spent 18 years in Eskom, after which he joined the engineering consulting firm Aurecon
(with secondment to the Department of Energy IPP Office) and currently the Council for
Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR). He has extensive experience in energy systems,
distribution electrical utility management, power system simulation, expansion planning,
generation procurement and grid integration.
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WILCO DE VILLIERS

Dr Clinton Carter-Brown is the Energy Centre Manager at the South African Council for
Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR), leading the energy research agenda of the CSIR.

Business Development Manager
DRA Global
Wilco has more than 20 years’ experience in power generation, renewable energy and energy
storage, mostly in Sub-Sahara Africa. He is an electrical engineer (MBA) and is passionate
about energy optimization and hybrid power systems. Wilco is part of the SENERGY team,
part of the larger DRA Group. SENERGY is specialist IPP/EPC with a strong focus on delivering
reliable, affordable power systems for mines and industry.

SHERRIE DONALDSON
MODERATOR

MODERATOR

DR CLINTON CARTER-BROWN
Energy Centre Manager
South African Council for Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR)

Executive Director
African Innovators
Sherrie has a B.Comm with an MBA from the Graduate School of Business at the University
of Cape Town.
She is an entrepreneur, with ownership of two small businesses, and is part of the Harambee
Installation, Repair and Maintenance (IRM) Team, working with partners such as the National
Business Institute to develop new pathways for youth employment in artisan technical roles.
She is also a member of various Brics Business Council Working Groups, including
manufacturing, energy, infrastructure and most importantly, Skills, which has a specific focus
on future skills in the changing world of work.
She believes its not what you have done in the past but what you are learning and doing now
that is important especially in a constantly changing world of work.
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WENDY GREEN

LINDA MANDA

Energy Development Specialist
DRA Nexus

Head: Agribusiness Sector
Standard Bank

Wendy has been involved in the energy industry since 2009 when she worked with Exxaro
Resources to develop their energy and carbon management strategy and programme. An
element of this was to develop energy generation projects across a number of technologies
including wind, solar, cogeneration and coal bed methane. This work culminated in the
establishment and development of Cennergi. Wendy was a key member of the founding
executive team and led Cennergi’s strategy and business development through the
complexity of the ever-changing energy IPP environment. Achievements included the
completion of the 138MW Amakhala wind farm near Bedford in the Eastern Cape, as well as
a 95MW community wind farm in Tsitsikamma.

MODERATOR

MODERATOR

INFRASTRUCTURE AFRICA . 22 – 23 June 2021

VIVEK MITTAL
MODERATOR

Wendy is currently an Energy Development Specialist with DRA Nexus, where their focus is
on providing energy solutions to private commercial off-takers, especially mines through
Africa.

THITHI KUHLASE-MASEKO

Thithi has served in various roles in foremost development finance institutions namely,
the World Bank Group - International Finance Corporation and Multilateral Investment
Guarantee Agency; Development Bank of Southern Africa, Tanzania Investment Bank,
Ithala Development Finance Corporation and the Eastern and Southern Africa Trade and
Development Bank.
She has concluded transactions in major infrastructure fields of energy, transport and
logistics, telecommunications and the mining sector amongst others. She is passionate
about supporting investments that are profitable and sustainable, while having positive
socio-economic, developmental impact.

SAUL LEVIN
MODERATOR

Chief Executive Officer
Afida Africa
Vivek Mittal - is CEO of Afida Africa - a non-profit association of leading developers,
investors and financiers of private infrastructure in Africa. He has promoted clean energy
start-up IPPs in India, Sri Lanka, CEE and USA over the last fifteen years, and serves as the
Independent Investment Committee Member on Crescent Capital’s clean energy fund - the
first clean energy fund to focus on Turkey and South Eastern Europe. Prior to this he has
held senior project finance roles in International banks and corporates, such as ING Bank,
Enron Europe Limited, Edison Capital Europe Limited, and Bank of Scotland (HBOS) over
the previous fifteen years.

Thithi Kuhlase-Maseko, a seasoned international development finance professional with a
background in infrastructure finance covering the Sub-Saharan region.

Executive Director
TIPS (Trade and Industrial Policy Strategies)
Saul Levin is the Executive Director of TIPS (Trade and Industrial Policy Strategies), a
not-for-profit economic research institute. Saul has previously worked as a Chief Director in
the Economic Development Department (EDD) with oversight over the Development Finance
Institutions reporting to EDD. Prior to that Saul spent two years as a senior manager at
Standard Bank, working as a Business Operations Manager. Previously he worked as the
Chief of Staff for the Minister of Water Affairs and Forestry, and Minister of Minerals and
Energy. He has also worked as an economist at the Department of Trade and Industry, and
spent several years working in small business development at Ntsika Enterprise Promotion
Agency. Saul has a Master’s degree in Sociology and a Bachelor of Commerce from Wits
University.
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DUANE NEWMAN
MODERATOR

MODERATOR

International Development Finance Professional
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She has made notable contributions to smallholder farmer financing models in Africa that
bridged the gap between smallholder farmers and the finance sector.
Linda is a Fellow of the Association of Chartered Accountants UK ( ACCA) and holds an
MPjhil Development Finance from Stellenbosch University and a BA Hons in Accounting and
Finance from University of Leeds.

Wendy was drawn back to her entrepreneurial spirit, when she co-founded the Fusion
group of companies in 2014. Specific achievements included the development of the 25MW
Ngodwana biomass project with Sappi in Mpumalanga.
Wendy’s areas of specialisation include executive management, business strategy,
sustainability, management leadership, planning, design and implementation. This is
supported by her deep experience in project development, portfolio management and
investment in Africa across a broad array of energy technologies includes biomass, wind,
solar, hydro and gas and hybrid solutions.

Linda Manda, is the Head of Agribusiness Sector, in Wholesale Banking at Standard Bank
Group. Her focus is on accelerating sustainable growth with agricultural development. She
has a broad experience of over 20 years , she has specialised in development and agricultural
finance.

Managing Director
Cova Advisory & Associates
Duane Newman is the joint Managing Director of Cova. He is a respected sustainability
strategy and business consultant, with an expertise in grants, incentives and tax in the green
economy. Prior to founding Cova in 2012, Duane was a partner at Deloitte for 12 years.
Duane has managed numerous carbon, infrastructure and energy consulting assignments
while at Deloitte and Cova. Duane qualified as a Chartered Accountant with SAICA and is a
registered Master Tax Practitioner. He is regularly quoted in the press and writes for several
publications on his areas of expertise. Duane is on the board of the South African Institute
of Taxation (SAIT) and chairs the Finance board sub-committee. He currently chairs the
Carbon Tax working group and is on the Customs and Trade Steerco for SAIT. Duane is past
chairman of the Incentive Working Group of SAIT and Incentive Consultants Association.
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Prashaen is a principal and forms part of the executive team in Africa, at strategy and
management consulting firm Kearney. He also serves as a Director on the Board of the South
African National Energy Association (SANEA). Prashaen spent a large part of his consulting
career working with clients in the US, Asia, the Middle East and Africa to integrate strategy,
operations and technology. Most recently, he has been advising the energy industry on the
Fourth Industrial Revolution (4IR) and the implication of digital technologies across the value
chain. Prashaen has a BSc in Computer Science and an MBA (cum laude) from the University
of Cape Town (UCT).

PANELISTS:
ANDREW ADAMS
Acting Consul-General of South Africa in Milan
PANELIST

MODERATOR

PRASHAEN REDDY
Director: SANEA
Partner: Kearney

With a core focus on economic development, Mr Adams is focussed on bringing economic
growth, development, and upliftment to the South African people through strategic
engagements with Italian economic players in infrastructure and industrial development.

LOUIS YAW AFFUL
Executive Director
Afcfta Policy Network Group
PANELIST

MODERATOR

JOHN ROCHA
Chief Director: Trade Invest Africa
Department of Trade and Industry of the Republic of South Africa
Mr John Rocha is currently the Chief Director: Trade Invest Africa at the Department of Trade
and Industry of the Republic of South Africa. Prior to assuming this role, Mr Rocha worked
as business advisor and consultant. In this capacity he was acting as the Project Manager for
the Southern Africa Regional Gas Task Force at the NEPAD Business Foundation where he
was responsible for driving the development of the SADC Regional Gas Master Plan.

Mr Adams has been working for the Department of International Relations and Co-operation
for 12 years with a focus on Economic Diplomacy. Currently, Mr Adams is serving as the
Acting Consul-General at the South African Consulate in Milan, Italy. Mr Adams also served
as Third Secretary: Strategic Economic Section at the South African Embassy in Beijing, China
for 4 years.

Mr Rocha’s main areas of expertise are peace and security, natural resources governance
and management, project development and management, policy advisory, economic
development planning and regional economic integration.

Louis Yaw Afful is a trade practitioner, with specialties in private sector development,
international trade.
As executive director of Afcfta policy network group, he leads the largest international free
trade think tank. Louis holds all qualifications in the social sciences, with specialty in private
sector.
Louis was a member of the consultative team in the Afcfta draft process, the rapporteur on
private sector, a member of the technical working group on Afcfta by the ministry of trade
and industry Ghana. He serves on several national and international boards.

Mr. Rocha holds a Bachelor of Arts in Human and Social Studies with specialization in
Government, Administration and Development from the University of South Africa (UNISA).

SCOTT ALEXANDER

MODERATOR

DEBUYS SCOTT
Chief Executive Officer
Cornerstone Infrastructure Advisors

PANELIST

Vice President
DRA Nexus

DeBuys is a 59 year old Chartered Accountant in South Africa. He studied at the University
of Johannesburg where he completed his B.Comm and Hons degrees in Accounting during
the late 1980’s. He has been in business for the last 35 years. DeBuys is currently the CEO of
Cornerstone Infrastructure Advisors after he was a senior Partner at KPMG responsible for
Infrastructure and Financing services for almost 20 years.
DeBuys’ business experience relates to advisory services for both Public and Private sectors
with specific focus on corporate and project finance, feasibility and bankability studies,
procurement process design and implementation, structuring and procuring of the financing
(debt and equity) for these projects and post implementation continuation advisory services.

STRATEGIC PARTNER

SØREN PETER ANDREASEN
General Manager
EDFI
PANELIST

DeBuys specialised in the Infrastructure industry and specifically Transport (rail, metro rail,
BRT, roads), Power and Energy and Social Services. He works all over the Africa Continent.
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Scott is the Vice President of DRA Nexus and has been a member of the DRA Group of
companies for 14 years. His experience involves development, investment, and execution
of business resilience and lifecycle solutions for the mining industry with specific focus on
water treatment.

Søren Peter Andreasen is General Manager of EDFI. Before joining EDFI in 2016, Søren worked
for 15 years in the consulting industry with a specialisation in development, finance, and
investment in emerging markets. Søren holds a master’s degree in public policy from Harvard
University. He started his professional career with the United Nations (UN) Secretariat in New
York before he joined McKinsey & Company in Copenhagen and subsequently co-founded
the consulting firm Dalberg Global Development Advisors.

TRADE ASSOCIATION PARTNERS
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JONATHAN BERMAN

AADIL CAJEE

Managing Director
Autonomi Capital

Head of the Global Infrastructure Sector
Standard Bank

Jonathan has more than 30 years’ experience in financing the energy, infrastructure and
resources sectors, especially in Africa and Asia. He heads Autonomi Capital, which is currently
working on greenfield, secondary and restructuring mandates spanning ten countries in
Africa. His previous roles included Managing Director at Fieldstone, CEO of Deutsche Bank
Johannesburg Branch and Head of Merchant Banking, Barclays Africa. Jonathan sits on the
investment committees of two renewable energy debt funds. He is a graduate of Oxford
University.

Aadil Cajee, is the Head of the Global Infrastructure Sector, in Wholesale Banking at Standard
Bank Group. His focus is providing sector leadership and strategic direction across the groups
geographies as well as products and client portfolios. Aadil has 15 years of Investment
Banking experience where he led the Project Finance business focusing specifically on
Energy and Infrastructure transactions across the African continent. He has been involved
in many greenfields and brownfields projects in Africa across the Transportation, Water and
energy sub sectors.

PANELIST

PANELIST
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Aadil is a Chartered Accountant (CA(SA)) by training and holds a BComm Hons in Accounting
and Finance from the University of Johannesburg.

LARA BEZUIDENHOUDT
PROF HORMAN CHITONGE

Lara Bezuidenhoudt is a partner in Fasken’s Johannesburg office and highly regarded for
her skills in Public-Private Partnerships (PPPs) and project finance, specifically, infrastructure
development financing in the energy, telecommunications, transportation and mining sectors.
Lara has been at the forefront of advising on public/private infrastructure development in
Africa. Recognised by Chambers Global Lara is “prized for her experience in project finance”
within the field of Projects & Energy.

PANELIST

PANELIST

Partner
Fasken

DUNCAN BONNETT
Duncan is a director at Africa House, a specialist Africa research and consulting company.
Duncan has advised both corporate and government clients on opportunities in the
region, business modalities, the changing nature of Africa and how to best access these
opportunities. Duncan has a unique understanding of the drivers of growth in individual
countries in Sub-Saharan Africa, their interconnected nature and a granular understanding
of the operating environments, the business intelligence needed to operate in sensitive
locations, and the ability to marry these into cogent, practical strategies. This has taken
Duncan to over 25 countries on assignment regionally and globally in a variety of fields,
including cement and building materials, mining supply, oil and gas projects, FMCG, the built
environment, power and transport related projects, trade hub development and supply-side
logistics analysis.

SABINE DALL’OMO

STRATEGIC PARTNER

Head of Development Financing
Cassa Depositi e Prestiti
PANELIST

PANELIST
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Helping people turn their dreams into reality and helping them to find the right design solution
to meet their needs. I have a deep passion for Africa, having travelled to over 20 countries
and visited many customers on the continent. I am always interested in understanding
customer business and how we can help them overcome their business challenges. Outside
of work, I a enjoy being outdoors and participating in outdoor events. On the weekends you
will find me hiking, flyfishing, mountain biking, running and braaiing.

Regarded as one of Africa’s most influential women in engineering, Sabine Dall’Omo has
consistently put her best foot forward and broken boundaries in this male-dominated field.
She currently serves as the Chief Executive Officer (CEO) and board member for Siemens in
South Africa, following a successful career at the company for over thirty years. She works
tirelessly to push the continent forward in terms of science and technology by ensuring
that innovative ideas are harnessed into tangible solutions for society. Sabine has recently
been appointed Deputy Chairperson of the NEPAD Business Foundation and as an honorary
member to serve on the Board of Trustees for the Deutsche Welthungerhilfe e. V.

GIULIO DAL MAGRO

SIMON BROMFIELD
Territory Sales Manager - Africa
AutoDesk

Horman Chitonge is professor of African Studies and research associate at PRISM, School of
Economics University of Cape Town (UCT). He is a visiting research fellow at Yale University
and Tokyo University of Foreign Studies. His most recent books include: Industrial Policy
and the Transforming the Colonial Economy in Africa (Routledge, 2021). Industrialising Africa:
Unlocking the Economic Potential of the Continent ( Peter Lang, 2019); Social Welfare Policy
in South Africa: From the Poor White Problem to a Digitised Social Contract (Peter Lang, 2018);
Economic Growth and Development in Africa: Understanding Trends and Prospects (Routledge,
2015).

Chief Executive Officer
Siemens Southern and Eastern Africa
PANELIST

PANELIST

Director Strategy & Business Development
Africa House

Professor of African Studies
Research Associate: PRISM, School of Economics
University of Cape Town (UCT)

Giulio is the Head of Development Financing in Cassa Depositi e Prestiti, in charge of
origination, structuring and execution of deals relating to private sector development in
emerging countries. He graduated in 1996 at the University of Rome La Sapienza, MSc
Economics London School of Economics 1998. He workd in SACE as Head of Underwriting
for Heavy Industries, and earlier, as Head of Renewables & Infrastructures. Prior to joining
SACE he was Senior Strategist at ENI Gas&Power Division. His previous working experience
encompasses TXU Europe Energy Trading (Geneva, Milan, Rome) as Business Development
Manager as well as MCC Mediocredito Centrale (Rome, Italy) as a Senior Analyst.
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HASNAYN EBRAHIM
PANELIST

Managing Director
Africa International Advisors (AIA)

SUCCESSFULLY GROWING OUR
PORTFOLIO IN FRONTIER MARKETS

Hasnayn Ebrahim serves as the Managing Director of Africa International Advisors (AIA)
and leads project work with clients across various disciplines and practice lines; having a
particular focus on strategy within the energy sector.
He has advised multi-national companies, government departments, State-Owned Entities
and regulatory entities in strategy, restructuring and turnarounds, Africa-focused growth,
regulatory and compliance matters, market studies, mergers & acquisitions, project
development and finance.
His recent focus has been on infrastructure development within the energy sector, particularly
gas within the Southern African environment, providing him with a unique understanding of
the market and enablers required for development.

ALEC ERWIN
PANELIST

Chairman
Ubu Investment Holdings
Alec Erwin is a Director of Ubu Investment Holdings (Pty) Ltd. Alec Erwin has served as
Deputy Minister of Finance (1994-1996), Minister of Trade and Industry (1996-2004) and
Minister of Public Enterprises (2004-2008) as well as General Secretary of the Federation
of South African Trade Unions (1979-1983). He was also President of the United Nations
Conference on Trade and Development (1996 -2000). He has served on two WTO Disputes
Settlement Panels and as an advisor to UNIDO. Alec Erwin currently serves on the Board
of Togo Invest. He has an Honorary Doctorate from the University of KwaZulu-Natal and is
currently an Honorary Professor at the University of the Western Cape.

STEVEN GRAY
PANELIST

Head of Export Finance – West Africa
UK Export Finance
Steven, based in Ghana, is an accomplished senior manager, seasoned in 30+ years of
demanding multinational roles spanning challenging societal and economic environments
across Africa and the Middle East within the trading, logistics, construction, infrastructure
and mining sectors.
As UK Export Finance representative in West Africa Steven is responsible for originating a
pipeline of new opportunities across the West African sub-region.
Steven has held a number of non-governmental organisation board positions, including Vice
Chairman of the UK Ghana Chamber of Commerce, UK, 2016–Present; as the Governing
Board Member of the Western Regional Coastal Foundation, Ghana, 2015–2017; and as
Board Member of Invest In Africa, Ghana, 2013–2016. Mr Gray has an MBA from Heriot Watt
University; and has completed an Executive Leadership Program on Oil, Gas and Mining
Governance from the University of Oxford, The Blavatnik School of Government.

VAUGHN HARRISON
PANELIST

Consultant
Thomson Wilks

Since 2001 we have continued to provide commercial and political risk insurance for cross-border transactions, offering risk mitigation solutions

to South African exporters of capital goods and investors . We have partnered with credible financial institutions and believe through partnerships

economic growth can be achieved. As Export Credit Insurance Corporation of South Africa (ECIC) we are committed to supporting our South African

businesses who export and invest in capital projects beyond our borders.

If you’re planning on exporting to or investing in capital projects beyond our borders, contact ECIC for assistance

In addition to obtaining his BA and LLB from the University of Stellenbosch he has a Higher
Diploma in Tax Law (Wits) and is qualified as an English solicitor (Qualified Lawyers Transfer
Test and on the non-practicing roll of UK Solicitors).

+27 12 471 3800 | info@ecic.co.za | www.ecic.co.za
ECIC is a registered Financial Services Provider, regulated by the FCSA and Prudential Authority (FSP No: 30656)

Vaughn has had extensive experience in various sectors including energy resources and
projects, and Life Science expertise, transactions relating to the automotive and aviation
sectors, and transactions relating to agribusiness.
Over a lengthy period of time, Vaughn has had, and has gained, the widest possible corporate
and commercial experience. He has also worked in London for two periods of 3 years each
and has worked on transactions across Africa.

A US$1 Billion funding facility available for the South African-Africa Trade and
Investment Promotion Programme (SATIPP)
ECIC and Afreximbank, Africa’s trade finance leaders have partnered to bring you the South African-Africa Trade and Investment Promotion

In partnership with

Programme (SATIPP), a $1 billion funding facility aimed at boosting South African business export capacity, help them access investment
opportunities on the continent and grow the country’s trade activities with other African countries.
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To access SATIPP please visit - ECIC.CO.ZA
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MICHAEL HOELTER

TIM KERCKHOFF

Director: Portfolio Manager
DWS International GmbH

Infrastructure Analyst
Fitch Solutions

Michael is acting as Portfolio Manager in the Sustainable Investments team of DWS. He
is responsible for private debt investments into African businesses active in the food and
trade sector as well as renewable energy projects which includes electrification along with
financial institutions covering these sectors. Michael is leading the investment mandate from
the Africa Agriculture and Trade Investment Fund and the Universal Green Energy Access
Programme, two a blended finance investment funds investing private debt into African
businesses and financial institutions.

Tim is an Analyst on the Infrastructure Team, covering Sub-Saharan African markets. Prior
to joining Fitch Solutions in 2020, he gained infrastructure development and project finance
experience with a leading development finance institution in South Africa and an independent
economics think tank in Azerbaijan. Tim studied philosophy and social sciences at HumboldtUniversity Berlin and King’s College London before earning a Master of Science degree in
political theory from the London School of Economics and Political Science.

PANELIST

PANELIST
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JEAN-MARC KILOLO

HANNAH SUBAYI KAMUANGA

Proparco’s mandate in DRC and in Central Africa includes the financing of all
infrastructure projects (ports, airports, railway, road, waste management and
water sanitation as well as renewable energy (hydropower plant, solar plant and
companies, wind power plant and biomass projects)). In addition, Proparco’s mandate
also covers private equity, venture capital and early stage investments and funds.
In addition, Hannah is a Director at Dazzle Angels, the first South African female angel fund
investing in women-led tech businesses. Through this platform, she is regularly advising
hubs (including incubators, accelerators and innovation labs) in Sub-Saharan Africa, as well
as entrepreneurs (both start-ups and small businesses) and also expanding her personal
angel investments portfolio (with a focus on data analytics, agritech, and AI solutions). She
also acts as a host, guest, speaker, judge on various start-up competitions (Harvard Business
School; Seedstars….).
In this context, Hannah sits on the investment committee of Launch Africa (https://www.
launchafrica.vc/), a pan-African early stage investment fund; as well as Aruwa Capital (https://
www.aruwacapital.com/), a Nigerian private equity fund.

PANELIST

Hannah Subayi Kamuanga is an experienced investor in Africa (Private Equity / Venture
Capital / Angel), currently acting as the Country Officer for the Republic Democratic of Congo
(DRC) within Proparco - one of the largest DFIs in the world (https://www.proparco.fr/fr). She
is also in charge of all equity transactions for Central Africa for Proparco.

JUDY KOBUS

Before joining Proparco, Hannah was a Principal in one of the largest pan-African private
equity investment funds in Africa with $1bn under management, mainly covering secondary
and fund investments. In this context, Hannah was a board member in various African funds
and companies.

• Renewable energy equity gearing transactions for Pele Green Energy’s round 1 projects
and GAIA’s portfolio of assets;
• PPP transactions including the Vulindlela equity gearing for its PPP assets;
• Renewable energy projects including the Gouda wind farm,

Originally from the Democratic Republic of Congo, she graduated from HEC Paris business
school with a Master II in management as well as Paris I – La Sorbonne Law University with a
Master II in business and international law.

BENOÎT LE ROY

Passionate about female entrepreneurship and tech, Hannah is an active angel investor in
Africa with investments in few start-ups and co-founded Dazzle Angels, the first angel club
led by women and backing women-led tech businesses in South Africa.

STRATEGIC PARTNER

Judy has wide experience in the banking, insurance and asset management sectors, having
worked at FirstRand and at MMI prior to joining RMB.

• ZAR2.2bn Department of Agriculture, Land Reform and Rural Development PPP

Prior to that, Hannah was an investment banker in London with an expertise on capital
markets and M&A in developed markets.
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Judy joined the RMB Infrastructure Sector Solutions team in 2009 having previously worked
at the RMB Africa team and is currently co-head of RMB’s Infrastructure Sector Solutions
team.

Since joining the Infrastructure Sector Solutions team, Judy has worked on a number of
transactions including telecommunications, rail, industrials, power and PPPs, both in South
Africa and Sub-Saharan Africa, which includes:

Hannah has been recently appointed as a board member of ABAN, the African Business
Angel Network (ABAN) is a Pan-African non-profit association (https://abanangels.org/).

Director: Operations
Nexus Water Alchemy
PANELIST

In her free time, she also enjoys scuba-diving, conservationism and was a volunteer firefighter
in Cape Town!

Jean-Marc Kilolo is an economist with ECA SRO-CA (Cameroon). Before joining ECA, Jean-Marc
worked in Switzerland (ECE, ITC, UNCTAD) and Kenya (UNDRR) where he conducted capacity
building activities in 15 SSA countries. He also has teaching experience as professor of
mathematical economics at CCAM-UPC and UPN in DRC. His research has been published in
peer-reviewed journals such as Economics & Politics, the Review of Development economics
and the Review of the World Economics. Mr. Kilolo holds a Ph.D. in Economics from the École
polytechnique (France), an MBA from UQAM (Canada), a Masters and B.A in Economics from
the Université de Montréal (Canada) and UCLouvain (Belgium), respectively.

Co-Head of Infrastructure Sector Solutions
RMB
PANELIST

PANELIST

Country Officer for the Republic Democratic of Congo (DRC)
Proparco

Economist
ECA SRO-CA

Benoît has in excess of thirty five years of environmental engineering experience concentrating
on the Water, Waste Water and Waste fields serving all tiers of government, mining, utilities,
SOE’s, automotive, Food & Beverage, Iron & Steel industries. Current activities are focusing
around the revitalisation of the South African water sector with a lead role in the PPGI, Public
Private Growth Initiative, coupled with the co-founding role in the establishment of the SA
Water Chamber. Both of these initiatives seek to engender water resilience and attract
investment back into South Africa.

TRADE ASSOCIATION PARTNERS
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PROF. JAMES MAINA

MASOPHA MOSHOESHOE

Pr Eng, F.SAAE, F.SAICE, M.SAT
Professor, Department of Civil Engineering
Faculty of Engineering, Built Environment and Information Technology
University of Pretoria

Green Economy Specialist in the Investment and Infrastructure Office
The Presidency of the Republic of South Africa

James is a full-time professor of civil engineering at the University of Pretoria in South Africa.
He is also an adjunct professor at Chang’an University as well as Shandong Jianzhu University
in China. He obtained his PhD in 2000 from Miyazaki University in Japan.

PANELIST

PANELIST
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His professional activities include the research in sustainable pavements and climate action,
development of advanced numerical analysis (modelling) tools for pavement engineering
application, characterisation of the behaviours of road building materials, accelerated
pavement testing (APT) and quality assurance (QA) in road projects. He lectures both underand post-graduate classes and he supervises students for their MEng and PhD qualifications.

ZODWA MBELE
PANELIST

Group Executive: Transacting
Development Bank of Southern Africa (DBSA)

TILDA MWAI
Researcher: Africa
Knight Frank
PANELIST

Prior to joining the UP, Prof. Maina was the first black chief researcher at the Council for
Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR) and has experience working countries like Japan,
China, Qatar, USA and Tanzania.

Zodwa holds a position of the Group Executive: Transacting at the DBSA. She is a Chartered
Accountant (SA) with extensive experience in infrastructure development and financing,
spanning across various sectors. She also serves as Credit Committee member of Stanlib
Infrastructure Fund; a fund that has impressive investment portfolio of the renewable projects
in SA. Zodwa was previously the CFO and Project Finance Executive in other organizations in
the private and public sector.

PANELIST

She is tasked with producing market leading reports such as the Africa Report and Africa
Horizons, thought leadership whitepapers and analysis on the office, retail, industrial, and
residential markets as well as specialist property sectors such as healthcare, agriculture and
data centres.

DHESIGEN NAIDOO
Chief Executive Officer
Water Research Commission (WRC)
PANELIST

BERNICE MCLEAN

Tilda currently works as the researcher for Africa at Knight Frank focusing on commercial and
residential market research across the continent.

Alongside this, Tilda is regular speaker and panel host at key industry conferences in the
Africa region and a regular contributor to regional and international media outlets including
but not limited the BBC, Bloomberg, CNBC Africa.

Zodwa obtained Certificate in International Treasury Management (UK); attended Advanced
Management Program (Harvard Business School); Executive Development Program
(Stellenbosch Business School) and Management Advanced Program (Wits Business School).

Ag Head of the Industrialisation Division
AUDA-NEPAD Agency

Experienced Director with a demonstrated history of building businesses in the green
economy. Skilled in Strategy Development and Execution, Negotiation, Business Planning,
Operations Management and Risk Management. Strong professional with a Post Graduate
Diploma in General Management from GIBS and a BCom from WITS University.

Bernice McLean is a marine policy specialist with a strong interest in ocean economy and
sustainable and equitable industrial development. Bernice joined the AUDA-NEPAD Agency
in 2016 and her current role as the Ag Head of the Industrialisation Division includes
providing support to AU, Member States, Regional Bodies and other partners in areas of Industrialisation. This includes also developing and implementing key flagship industrialisation
initiatives with the aim of generating wealth, creating income opportunities and show casing
learning and innovation in key development sectors such as the Blue Economy, Eco-Tourism,
Extractive Industries and other tradeable services.

Dhesigen Naidoo is a leader, a scientist and an activist for positive social change. As CEO,
he leads the Water Research Commission (WRC), South Africa’s dedicated national Water
and Sanitation Innovation, Research and Development Agency. He is also President of the
global NGO Human Right 2 Water and a founding member of the Water Policy Group. He has
previously served in senior positions in the South African national government and South
African universities having begun his career as a medical scientist in a specialist children’s
hospital. He is a Councillor of the South African National Advisory Council on Innovation
(NACI) and a Fellow of the Mapangubwe Institute for Strategic Reflection (MISTRA). He counts
his lovely wife and beautiful children as both his primary source of inspiration and vanguard
of his humility.

KELVIN NDUNGU

PANELIST
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Paul is the business development specialist with the Export Credit Insurance Corporation
(ECIC). He holds a Bachelor of Commerce Degree in Management Sciences, as well as an
Honour’s Degree in Econometrics, both achieved from the University of Pretoria. He has
19 years’ experience in the fields of financial modelling, project finance, public-private
partnerships (PPPs), debt capital markets, telecoms finance and ECAs. Prior to joining
the ECIC, he worked for Africa Rising Capital, Huawei Technologies and Standard Bank
respectively. During his free time Paul loves bird watching and reading contemporary novels.

STRATEGIC PARTNER

PANELIST

PAUL MOJALEFA
Business Development Specialist
Export Credit Insurance Corporation (ECIC)

Executive Director
Global Agricultural Solutions (GAS)
Kelvin is the Executive Director at Global Agricultural Solutions (GAS). He has a deep
interest in farm mechanisation and is working towards enabling all smallscale farmers
easily access agricultural machinery and renewable energy on their farms. This goes in
hand with his mantra of ‹Infusing simplicity into agriculture’ .He has extensive experience in
working with farmers through various organisations .He is a MBA Graduate specialising in
Entrepreneurship.
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MESELA NHLAPO

JOSHUA OGWAL

Chief Executive Officer
African Rail Industry Association

Executive Director: Assets Reconstruction Company
Partner: Ligomarc Advocates

Mesela has over 20 years of experience in manufacturing and technical business development
and is currently the CEO for the African Rail Industry Association, a rail industry body with
the objective of promoting and protecting the common interest of persons, companies,
and organisations within, or associated with the railway industry. This includes creating and
harnessing centres of expertise in areas of modal choice and integration, railway safety,
education and training, policy, environmental issues, and information and communication.
She started her career as a quality control manager at Pro-Tech Galvanizers, was later
headhunted by Stotko Engineering and has also represented an Italian company, AxCent
and Forther. Mesela holds a BCom in Marketing and LLB from UNISA, with various training
certificates from the Institute of Directors. She also has a Certificate in “The Art and Science
of Negotiation Skills” from the University of the Witwatersrand.

Joshua is the Executive Director of the Assets Reconstruction Company, a firm established
under the auspices of the Uganda Bankers Association for the purpose of purchasing and
restructuring non-performing and distressed assets held by financial institutions in Uganda.
The firm also partners with developers in the power sector to develop and implement
projects. Joshua is also a partner at a leading law firm, Ligomarc Advocates, and heads the
firm’s Project and Infrastructure practice.

PANELIST

PANELIST
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Prior to joining Ligomarc, Joshua worked within Uganda’s Financial Services Industry as an
in-house counsel for close to ten years. He led teams at Dfcu Group (DFCU), where he rose
to the position of Head of Legal and Corporation Secretary. He also worked with the East
African Development Bank (EADB) as Principal Legal Officer where he advised on several
financing transactions in Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania and Rwanda.
Joshua has participated in several complex financial and commercial transactions, including:
Syndicated loan transactions, Corporate and Project Finance transactions, Public Private
Partnerships, Equity finance transactions, Derivative transactions and structuring of
infrastructure and M&A transactions. He has also advised various institutions on optimising
value from distressed assets. Joshua has significant Corporate Governance experience and
routinely advises Boards of companies on governance issues.

EVELYN NGATIA
PANELIST

Founder & CEO
Techawatt Ltd

Joshua holds a Masters of Science (MSc.) degree in Finance and Financial Law from the
University of London and is an Advocate of the High Court of Uganda.

Evelyn is the Founder & CEO of Techawatt Ltd – a company that offers business advisory and
training on the 4th Industrial Revolution (4IR). She is also the Founder of 4IR Academy – an
online academy offering Strategic 4IR Skills.
She has authored the book ‘Understanding the 4th Industrial Revolution’ and has been
recognised as one of the Top 50 Global Thought Leaders on Emerging Technology and Top
150 Women B2B Thought Leaders.

SANYADE OKOLI

She has over 10 years’ experience in the Oil & Gas sector and over 5 years’ experience in
Corporate Banking, specialising in the power, infrastructure, manufacturing and real estate
sectors.
PANELIST

Chief Executive Officer
Alpha African Advisory Limited

DR. TOWELA NYIRENDA-JERE

Sanyade Okoli is the Chief Executive Officer of Alpha African Advisory Limited, a financial
advisory business based in Lagos, Nigeria. She has over 26 years of financial advisory; private
equity; corporate, commercial and management finance; and auditing experience. She holds
an MA in Mechanical Engineering from Cambridge University, UK and trained as a Chartered
Accountant with Arthur Andersen (UK). She is a member of the Institute of Chartered Accountants
England & Wales and also a Fellow of both the Africa Leadership Initiative-West Africa and the
Aspen Global Leadership Network. Furthermore, Sanyade is founder of inspirational blog,
www.justasiam.ng

Dr. Towela Nyirenda-Jere is head of the Economic Integration Division at the African Union
Development Agency (AUDA-NEPAD). The Division spearheads flagship programmes and
implementation frameworks that advance regional integration in line with the aspirations of
the African Union’s Agenda 2063.
Towela is an electrical engineer and development practitioner with more than 20 years’
experience working in the private sector, academia and international development. She brings
knowledge and experience in programme development, coordination, and implementation of
cross-border infrastructure projects and is leading teams that are focused on infrastructure
development, trade and markets and private sector development underpinned by continental
frameworks such as the Programme for Infrastructure Development in Africa and the African
Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA).
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ADERO OKUDO
Associate Vice President
Milele Energy
PANELIST

PANELIST

Head of the Economic Integration Division
African Union Development Agency (AUDA-NEPAD)

Adero Okudo has a decade of experience in energy and infrastructure finance across various
Sub-Saharan African regulatory regimes. She is currently an Associate Vice President at
Milele Energy, a private equity platform headquartered in Nairobi that is focused on making
investments in reliable energy across the African continent. Milele invests in developing,
owning, and operating solar, wind, geothermal, hydroelectric as well as conventional power-generation facilities required to create a reliable supply of electricity. Adero’s experience
in energy finance has enriched her with an understanding of the many commercial, technical,
and regulatory issues surrounding the development of energy projects in Africa.
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GeoConnexion
Leading Geospatial & GIS
Technologies Magazine

+ 3,500

News and Article
postings a year

OPE ONIBOKUN
PANELIST

Head of Project Finance
Arise
Ope is the Head of Project Finance for Arise where he focuses on raising and structuring
financing for various infrastructure projects.
Prior to joining Arise, Ope was an Infrastructure Investment Specialist lead at Investec Asset
Management (IAM) and was part of the Emerging Africa Infrastructure Fund (EAIF) investment
team, a US$1 billion debt fund managed by IAM where he successfully participated in
financing valued at over US$2 billion in the power, transportation, logistics and telecom
sectors.
Earlier in his career, Ope was an Assistant Vice President at Citigroup’s Project and
Infrastructure Finance group, providing financial advisory and arranging debt facilities for
project finance transactions in the power, oil & gas and infrastructure sectors for clients in
Asia and Europe.

+ 81

Ope enjoys volunteering his time at various non-profit organizations to include AFFORD
UK and has published several articles on impact investments in Africa. His hobbies include
hiking and running.
Ope holds a Bachelor of Science in Computer Engineering and Management Information
System from the University of Maryland Baltimore County, Master of Science in Computer
Science from Johns Hopkins University and Master of Business Administration from Duke
University Fuqua School of Business.

Editorial Topics

8:30
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BAMIDELE OLALEKAN OSENI
(FCA, FICA, FIMC, ACTI)
Managing Partner
Caleb Consulting Limited
Bamidele Olalekan Oseni (FCA, FICA, FIMC, ACTI) is a Managing Partner of Caleb Consulting
Limited, Kampala, Uganda. It is a firm of Strategy/Financial Management, Enterprise Risk
Management and Human Capital firm. He has over 22 years post-graduation experience in
Banking, Management Consultancy and Audit Practice. He is a seasoned Risk Management
Professional having designed and implemented Enterprise-Wide Risk Management in some
banks across Africa continent. He was a former GM/Group Chief Risk Officer of I & M Banking
Group in Nairobi, Kenya. Dele was also formerly the Chief Credit Officer at United Bank for
Africa, Lagos, Nigeria with oversight for 18 Africa Countries.

ANITA OTUBU

Countries
Readership

www.geoconnexion.com
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+100

Head of the Programme Management Unit
Nigeria Electrification Project
Anita is currently the Head of the Programme Management Unit of the Nigeria Electrification
Project (NEP), which aims to accelerate the private market for the development/deployment
of mini grids, captive power plants and solar home systems for unserved and underserved
homes, enterprises, educational and healthcare institutions.
She is also the programme manager for the Energizing Education Programme Phase I, a
member of the Advisory Board for Sustainable Energy for All (SE4ALL)’s Universal Energy
Facility (UEF) and a Board Member of the recycling company Chanja Datti.
Anita is a qualified lawyer and certified project manager, with professional experience in
electric power, oil and gas and climate change.
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GERARDO PRETORIUS

MALANI PADAYACHEE-SAMAN
Malani is the founder and chief executive officer of the MPAMOT Group which includes
subsidiaries MPAMOT Africa and MPAMOT Lesotho, who are both consulting engineering
and development companies.

PANELIST
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Chief Executive Officer
MPAMOT Group and Subsidiaries: MPAMOT Africa, and MPAMOT Lesotho

Head Technical Water Solutions
OMI Solutions

Over the past 30 years, Malani Padayachee- Saman has distinguished herself as an exemplary
professional civil engineer, and business leader. Malani has gained industry recognition
for her excellence in engineering, her dedication to growing the industry, advocating for
employment creation, and investing in the development of young engineers.
She also won the Gender Mainstreaming Award for investing in young women (2020), the
SAICE National Civil Engineer of the Year (2018), amongst others.

Gerardo Pretorius holds a B.Eng degree in Chemical Engineering, and is registered as a
Professional Engineer with the Engineering Council of South Africa.
He has been responsible for mine water management and identifying key strategic projects
focused on ensuring water security as well as driving complete potable water independence
through treatment at leading mines. He is currently the Head Technical Water Solutions for
OMI Solutions where he provides Environmental Consulting services related to Mine water
management, conservation, treatment and Legislative compliance. His passion is to develop
sustainable water treatment solutions to ensure that natural water sources are protected
and conserved.
He also serves on the WISA Mine Water Managing Committee and presented at the
4th International Mining Symposium WISSUYM 2019 in Chemnitz Germany.

NDIVHUHO RAPHULU

Mike is the Head of Infrastructure, Energy and Telecommunications for Nedbank CIB, part of
Nedbank Limited.

Executive Director
National Cleaner Production Centre South Africa (NCPC-SA)

Mike is a CA (SA) with 24 years investment banking experience, largely focused on the
financing of infrastructure projects in Sub-Saharan Africa and has originated and led his
team on a number of landmark transactions on the continent, securing in excess of 25
international awards.

Ndivhuho Raphulu heads up the National Cleaner Production Centre South Africa (NCPC-SA),
the resource efficient and cleaner production (RECP) programme of the Department of
Trade, Industry and Competition (the dtic), hosted by the CSIR.

PANELIST
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MICHAEL PEO
Head: Infrastructure, Energy and Telecommunications
Nedbank CIB

He has led the Nedbank CIB team to the position of largest lender to the South Africa’s
renewable energy procurement programme (REIPPP), having secured funding to 42 of the
92 deals allocated through 4 biding rounds, totalling approximately ZAR114 billion project
value.
He is the Chairman of the SA Chapter of the International Project Finance Association, is
on the Governing Board of the African Infrastructure Investment Fund, is a Director of
Companies and sits on numerous advisory committees.

Finally, Ndivhuho is the non-executive director of various social and sporting organisations, a
trustee of Desmond Tutu Diversity Trust and founder and member of the board of trustees
of the Proclaiming Life Church in Centurion.

WENDY POULTON

ANDREW ROBINSON

Director
Strategic Mindsets

Chair
Norton Rose Fulbright

Wendy is currently the director of Strategic Mindsets a company specialising in strategy
and risk consulting and coaching. Before that she was General Manager Organisational
Strategy at Eskom and her main area of technical expertise is in the energy field where she
worked for more than 30 years. Wendy has held various roles in Eskom in R&D, environment,
sustainable development, climate change, safety and strategy and risk.

Andrew Robinson is currently the Chair of the South African practice of the global law firm
Norton Rose Fulbright.

Wendy is a Secretary General of the South African National Energy Association and the
Secretariat of the Energy and Green Economy Working Group of the South African BRICS
Business Council.
Wendy holds an MSc from the University of Pretoria, has completed the Management
Advancement Programme at the University of the Witwatersrand Business School and the
Global Executive Development Programme at the Gordon Institute of Business Science,
University of Pretoria. In addition, she has a Diploma in Strategy and Innovation from Oxford
University Said Business School and is a qualified coach.

STRATEGIC PARTNER
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In 2016, Mike was the recipient of the Nedbank Group CEO’s Top Achiever of the Year Award,
in 2015 was a recipient of the Nedbank Group CEO’s Top Team of the Year Award and in 2013
was a recipient of the Nedbank Group CEO’s Top Team of the Year Award for sustainability.
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He also plays a leading role in various national forums as well as on the continent and internationally, and is currently President of the African Roundtable on Sustainable Consumption
and Production (ARSCP), and Chairman of the EU and African Union Partnership on
Sustainable Consumption and Production. He also co-chairs the Steering Committee of the
African Regional Eco-labelling Project, and serves on the Executive Committee of RECPnet,
the worldwide UNIDO and UNEP resource efficiency and cleaner production forum.

He has been a transport lawyer for over 30 years.
Andrew has a diverse local and international practice which encompasses both the
commercial and the disputes aspects of logistics.
He acts for clients in the insurance, shipping commodity and retail space. These mandates
often require a clear understanding of infrastructure issues – be it the re-purposing of
harbour facilities, or the refurbishment of railway lines, road-to-rail hubs, or the building of
specific storage facilities.
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PROF ABUBAKAR SANI SAMBO

WANDILE SIHLOBO

Chairman
Nigerian Member Committee of the World Energy Council (WEC)

Chief Economist
Agricultural Business Chamber of South Africa (Agbiz)

Prof Abubakar Sani Sambo is the Chairman of the Nigerian Member Committee of the World
Energy Council (WEC). He was WEC’s Vice Chair for Africa from November 2007 to October
2013. Prof Sambo was the Director-General of the Energy Commission of Nigeria from
January 2005 to December 2012. He served as the Vice-Chancellor of Abubakar Tafawa
Belawa University from April 1995 to April 2004. In July 2011 Prof Sambo was named as the
Special Adviser to the Nigerian President on Energy. He has worked extensively on renewable
energy utilisation as well as on energy planning in Nigeria and has published more than 200
articles in journals, conference proceedings and technical reports. Professor Sambo is a
fellow of nine professional associations including the Nigerian Society of Engineers and the
Energy Institute of the United Kingdom. In 1984 Prof Sambo was registered by the Council for
the Regulation of Engineering in Nigeria (COREN) in 1984. H e has a 1979 First Class Honours
degree from Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria and a 1983 Doctor of Philosophy degree from
the University of Sussex, UK, both in Mechanical Engineering. He was born in Zaria on 31st
July, 1955.

Wandile Sihlobo is the Chief Economist of the Agricultural Business Chamber of South Africa
(Agbiz) and the author of “Finding Common Ground: Land, Equity, and Agriculture” published
by Pan Macmillan in March 2020. He is also a Visiting Research Fellow at the Wits School of
Governance, University of the Witwatersrand.
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He holds a Bachelor of Science degree in Agricultural Economics from the University of Fort
Hare and a Master of Science degree in Agricultural Economics from Stellenbosch University.
Sihlobo was appointed as a member of President Cyril Ramaphosa’s Presidential Economic
Advisory Council in 2019 after serving on the Presidential Expert Advisory Panel on Land
Reform and Agriculture between 2018 and 2019.
He is also a member of the Council of Statistics of South Africa (Stats SA) and a Commissioner
at the International Trade Commission of South Africa (ITAC).
Sihlobo is a columnist for Business Day and Farmers Weekly magazine.

JOHNY SMITH

Director, Energy Financial Solutions, Policy & Regulations
Power, Energy, Climate & Green Growth Complex
African Development Bank
Wale Shonibare has over three decades experience spanning Asia, Europe, Middle East and
Africa in Investment Banking and Consulting. He joined the African Development Bank (AfDB)
in 2017 as the inaugural Director of Energy Financial Solutions, Policy and Regulation. This
team has established itself as a leading transactions team across Africa, having committed
USD 1.4 billion from the Bank and undertaken several Mandated Lead Arranger roles
to deliver over 2GW of electricity on projects ranging from solar PV, concentrated solar,
hydro-electric dams, gas-fired power plants, battery storage solutions and geothermal
energy plants. The Policy, Regulation and Statistics team has, under his leadership, launched
well-acclaimed flagship initiatives such as the Electricity Regulatory Index to improve the
enabling environment for private sector investment in the energy sector.
Wale is currently a Non-Executive Director on the Board of the Africa Guarantee Fund. Prior
to joining the AfDB, he held various senior management-level positions at Investment Banks
and Consulting Organisations in the UK, UAE and Nigeria.
Wale holds a B.Eng (hons) in Civil Engineering from Glasgow University and an MBA from
Imperial College, University of London.

Johny M. Smith is at the helm of TransNamib as the CEO of the railway operator since 2018.
His previously served as the CEO of the Walvis Bay Corridor Group (WBCG) and various roles
within Namport and Telecom Namibia.
He has more than 29 years’ experience in the fields of telecommunications, logistics and
transportation focusing on strategy, organisational and business development, marketing
and project management.
His academic qualifications include a B Comm degree, MBA and various other courses. He is
currently serving as a Commissioner of the National Planning Commission, Vice President for
the Southern African Rail Association (SARA), and Vice Chairperson of the WBCG.

ADEOLA SUNMOLA
Partner
Udo Udoma and Belo-Osagie
PANELIST

WALE SHONIBARE
PANELIST
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Mr. Mohamed Serry is a proven business development practitioner with managerial
expertise spanning across multiple industries and regions. His prior engagements include
the facilitation, acquisition, deployment and sale of telecommunications licenses and mineral
rights. He is the Co-Founder and Director of Hammer wireless, Atlas Communications and
HQ Holdings. He currently serves as a Special Envoy for Trade and Investment in the Office
of the President in Sierra Leone. This position gives Mr. Serry the comfort to interact with key
decision makers both in the private and public sectors across the globe. Mr. Serry earned
a BS in Information Sciences and Technology from Drexel University, Philadelphia in 2000.

Adeola is a partner in Udo Udoma and Belo-Osagie’s banking and finance; power, projects
and infrastructure teams. Her areas of practice include cross border lending; syndicated
lending; financing for power, manufacturing and infrastructure projects in Nigeria; project
development and project finance. She advises local and international banks, corporates,
regional and multinational energy companies, development finance institutions and private
equity funds in connection with various infrastructure projects in Nigeria.
Adeola is ranked as a ‘Highly Regarded’ Lawyer by IFLR1000 and as a ‘Next Generation
Partner’ by The Legal 500 for her Finance, Project Development, Project Finance and Energy
and Natural Resources expertise, respectively.

DR. MARKUS THILL
President Region Africa
Robert Bosch
PANELIST
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MOHAMED SERRY
Co-Founder and Director
Hammer Wireless
Atlas Communications
HQ Holdings

Chief Executive Officer
Transnamib

Dr. Thill is responsible for Bosch’s business in Africa, reporting directly to Bosch Group
management.
Prior roles include co-founding Bosch’s global venture capital arm, vice president of Bosch’s
global corporate strategy department and senior manager in leading global strategy
consulting firms. Markus holds university degrees in mathematics and physics, including a
doctorate (“summa cum laude”) from Université Sorbonne (Paris, France).
He is fluent in English, German, and French, and has a good working knowledge of several
other languages.
Dr. Thill is member of the board of the German-African Business Association, vice-chairman
of the African Association of Automotive Manufacturers, a. o.
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2022 theme:

SIMBINI TICHAKUNDA

THE BUSINESS
OF ENERGY -

PANELIST

Energy Infrastructure Expert
AUDA-NEPAD

AFRICA
BECKONS

Tichakunda works for the African Union Development Agency (AUDA-NEPAD), the implemting
arm of the African Union, as an Energy Infrastructure Expert in the Economic Integration
Division.
He is part of the Infrastructure and Connectivity team coordinating and providing support
to Priority Energy Projects under the Programme for infrastructure Development in Africa
(PIDA). His work involves working with Governments, Regional Economic Communities,
Power Pools, Multilateral Development Banks and Development Partners in preparing and
packaging transboundary energy infrastructure projects to bankability.
He has 19 years’ experience working on the continent in various capacities in projects
related to energy, climate change, natural resource management, strategy formulation,
project finance, PPP and has consulted on projects for Private Organisations, Governments,
Regional Economic Communities, Development Agencies and National Utilities.
Tichakunda is also coordinating the development of the Continental Transmission Masterplan
being developed under the Auspices of the AUDA-NEPAD and the African Union. The
Masterplan will lead to the creation of an Africa single Electricity Market enabling electricity
trade between Africa’s 5 Power Pools and between Africa, Europe and Asia.

ANNAMARI UYS
PANELIST

Director
Turner & Townsend

1-2 MARCH 2022
VIRTUAL EVENT
With over 600 million people across the continent who don’t

Annamari Uys is a Director within the Turner & Townsend Africa Consulting & Advisory
Business.
She is responsible for developing Turner & Townsend’s PPP Advisory capabilities in Africa to
provide strategic support to Governments and Government departments undertaking PPP
projects in Real Estate and Infrastructure. In addition, her role entails advising Funders &
Investors and Private Sector Consortia on PPP Projects. She provides best practice gained
from Turner & Townsend PPP business units internationally to develop project strategies
and support the development of the client’s own knowledge and expertise in this specialist
area. She has advised projects across accommodation, custodial, health, water, waste water,
transport and Oil & Gas sectors.

have access to energy, Africa presents an enormous investment
and growth opportunity for companies in the energy sector.

NEELS VAN NIEKERK

the 14th Africa Energy Indaba to explore and ﬁnd new business

Chief Executive Officer
International Steel Fabricators of South Africa

ventures in the energy market in Africa, through targeted
Business Networking
The Africa Energy Indaba will unlock opportunities within
• African Utilities
• Country High Priority Energy Project development opportunities

Stay informed
of future
happenings SUBSCRIBE to
the online AEI
Newsletter.

• African Gas – infrastructure, gas and projects

PANELIST

Join over 1,000 African Energy Captains of Industry in 2022 for

Neels van Niekerk graduated from the University of South Africa in Marketing and Business
Economics.
The major part of his 50 year career has been in steel, industrial manufacturing and steel
construction locally and abroad.
Since 2000 he has been working exclusive in the international markets and for the past
16 years as CEO of the International Steel Fabricators of South Africa, a dedicated export
development agency.
He is well known for his passion in promoting Africa Inc. and more specifically African content
in African projects and he has delivered papers on this topic locally and internationally.

• Independent Power Producers
• Oﬀ-grid and mini-grid opportunities

GET MORE INFO on the website www.africaenergyindaba.com
TO BOOK A STAND call 011 463 9184 or email info@energyindaba.co.za
TRADE ASSOCIATION PARTNERS
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DR LOUIS VAN PLETSEN

IBRAH WAHABOU

Director
InAfrica Holdings

Lead: Private Sector Development and Infrastructure Project Preparation
African Union Development Agency-NEPAD

Louis is the Founder and Shareholder Director of the InAfrica investment group, investing
in Africa and Globally. He was previously Partner and London head of Denham Capital
global private equity, Managing Director at Nomura International, Credit Suisse First Boston
Energy Group, Eskom International, and the Industrial Development Corporation of South
Africa. Louis holds a Master’s degree from the University of the Free State and a Doctor of
Commerce in Economics from University of Johannesburg, an MBA from the University of
Notre Dame (U.S.A.), an HD in Company Law from the University of the Witwatersrand (South
Africa) and an ADP from London Business School (U.K.)

Ibrah is the Lead for Private Sector Development and Project Preparation at the African Union
Development Agency-NEPAD. He coordinates Advisory Services to African governments
agencies to prepare bankable infrastructure project pipelines and strengthen local private
sector.
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He has provided technical and operational leadership in operationalizing NEPAD’s flagship
initiatives for project preparation and investment mobilization, including the PIDA Service
Delivery Mechanism (SDM) for project preparation and the Continental Business Network
(CBN).
He graduated in Economics and Statistics from ENSEA, Cote d’Ivoire and held Executive
Education Certificates from Harvard Kennedy School and University of California in the USA.

PETER VARNDELL
Peter Varndell was appointed Chief Executive Officer of the NEPAD Business Foundation
(NBF) on 17 September 2018. He has been with NBF since 2014.
In his previous capacity as Programme Manager for the Africa Infrastructure Desk. His
role involved providing leadership and technical expertise to help deliver the North South
Corridor Rail Project This project is the cooperative efforts of seven rail operators in SADC,
working together to increase intra-African trade.

ASHWIN WEST
Investment Director
African Infrastructure Investment Managers (AIIM)
PANELIST
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Chief Executive Officer
NEPAD Business Foundation

Ashwin joined AIIM in 2010 and is responsible for originating deals and negotiating investment
opportunities, seeing through pan-African investments. He has experience within the
transport and energy sectors, and spearheads AIIM’s renewable energy investments, most
notably in BBOXX in East Africa, as well as Albatross – Mali’s first IPP.
Along with wider pan-African experience, Ashwin represents AIIM funds as a Non-Executive
Director on the boards of multiple energy companies.

Peter is a chartered civil engineer with 17 years of experience in infrastructure development.
His extensive experience includes interventions in the transport, energy and water sectors
and has involved a strong focus on economic development and stakeholder engagement.
Peter is passionate about the development of Africa and seeks to develop public-private
sector collaborations that realise inclusive and sustainable economic growth.

Prior to joining AIIM, Ashwin was an Associate at Aurecon, working the infrastructure, energy,
and water sectors.
Ashwin holds an MBA and B.Sc Honours degree from the University of Cape Town.

LEBOGANG ZULU
Chief Executive Officer
AV South Africa

PANELIST

Mohan is a member of the DBSA’s Group Executive Committee, with accountability for
pan-African deal origination/client management. The DBSA’s mandate is sustainable
infrastructure development and financing across the African continent. His teams concluded
over 30 transactions worth ZAR16bn in the last financial year.
Mohan’s focus is the intersection of infrastructure and development finance. He is a member
of the WEF Global Futures Council on SDG Investments and previously Development
Finance and the OECD-led Fast INFRA initiative. He is a board member of Invest Africa-US
and previously the SADC Development Finance Centre. Mohan also serves as an adjunct
professor of development finance at the University of Cape Town’s Graduate School of
Business.
Mohan holds an MBA from the Kellogg School of Management and an MSc in Global Finance
from New York University Stern School of Business. He completed a BA (Honours) in
Economics and Applied Mathematics from Northwestern University in Chicago, USA.
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MOHAN VIVEKANANDAN
Group Executive: Origination & Coverage
Development Bank of Southern Africa (DBSA)

Lebogang Zulu is the Founder and CEO of AV South Africa, a group of companies that
specializes in the construction and manufacturing of innovative building materials and
products. Dubbed a Woman of Steel, Ms. Zulu is an award-winning entrepreneur with over
18 years worth of experience in the energy and construction and very passionate about
the green building environment and has been instrumental in the successful completion of
multi-million rand projects and her commitment to the Gender Equality agenda is evident
in the IBT Women and Youth Construction and Industrialization Capacity Development
programmes she has developed and is driving passionately.
Ms. Zulu is currently the Chairperson of the BRICS Women’s Business Alliance (SA chapter)
and an ABT Lead at the Black Business Council South Africa.
Lebogang has held various positions including Executive Director (Shoes Moshoeu Holdings),
Power Station Manager in Training (Eskom: Duvha Power Station) and International Trading
Operations Manager (Eskom Transmission Group).

TRADE ASSOCIATION PARTNERS

53

INFRASTRUCTURE AFRICA . 22 – 23 June 2021

MANUFACTURING INDABA VIRTUAL EVENT

22 - 25 JUNE 2021

INFRASTRUCTURE AFRICA . 22 – 23 June 2021

EXHIBITORS
AFRICAN RAIL INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION
The African Rail Industry Association (ARIA), previously known as the RailRoad Association,
is an industry body that represents Original Equipment Manufacturers, rail operators and
rail component manufacturers. Our representation includes rail and associated industries
including mining, agriculture, automotive as well as the broader transport and logistics
sector.
ARIA is a fully-fledged Export Council established and supported by the Department of
Trade, Industry and Competition. The Export Council is committed to creating opportunities
for the South African industry on the continent and globally.
As an industry representative body we are a recognised Association by the Rail Safety
Regulator in terms of the National Railways Safety Regulator Act (s 7(b)(2)), as well as an
employer representative at the Transport Education Training Authority (TETA).
www.aria.org.za

AFRICA SOLAR INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION – AFSIA

AFRICA’S
INDUSTRIAL
STRENGTH

AFSIA is the reference association for solar professionals in Africa. The association is
headquartered in Kigali, Rwanda and carries out solar-related activities and programs
across Africa.
We promote solar power in the African region from large scale grid-connected projects to
off-grid solar home systems, through hybrid systems including diesel and storage to solar
water pumping, solar stoves or solar water heaters.
AFSIA organizes networking opportunities for solar professionals and end-users, giving
them access to the right information and the appropriate network to expand their business
and strengthen the solar industry across the continent.
www.afsiasolar.com

BUILT ENVIRONMENT PROFESSIONS EXPORT COUNCIL
(BEPEC)
As one of South Africa’s 18 export councils, the Built Environment Professions Export
Council (BEPEC) assists South African engineering, architects, and quantity surveying firms,
as well as contractors to export their services into new markets in Africa and beyond.

THE OPPORTUNITY TO
NETWORK, LEARN AND DISCOVER

As the prime export council in South Africa that focuses on built-environmental professions,
we operate in a partnership with the South African Department of Trade and Industry
(dti). As a result, our mandate is in line with their objectives: diversifying South Africa’s
export sector by helping built-environment companies identify and access new markets.
Additionally, we are also working towards transforming South Africans exports by helping
smaller and black-owned businesses become export ready.

Improve efficiency and productivity in manufacturing . Discover the latest technologies and trends
Learn from the industry leaders . Meet buyers and do business at the event
Meet & connect with sector specialists . Explore the business opportunities in Africa

®

REGISTER TO ATTEND

TO BOOK A STAND

on the website

call 011 463 9184 or email

www.manufacturingindaba.co.za

info@manufacturingindaba.co.za
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Closing Africa’s massive infrastructure gap requires an estimated expenditure of $130
billion per year. That is not to say there are no projects or that there is no funding available.
The problem is, however, that funding and projects often don’t meet up. This is, for instance,
due to a shortage of bankable feasibility studies. A skills’ shortage also plays a role. South
Africa is one country that has the built environment skills the continent needs to close its
infrastructure gap. That is where BEPEC comes in.
www.bepec.co.za
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CONSULTING ENGINEERS SOUTH AFRICA (CESA)

INTERNATIONAL STEEL FOUNDATION (IFS)

Consulting Engineers South Africa (CESA) is a voluntary association of Consulting Engineering
firms with a member base across the country totaling in excess of 580 companies. CESA is
the custodian of the wellbeing of the industry supported by member firms who employ
approximately 19 000 people. CESA members are compelled to subscribe to upholding
the integrity of the industry by adhering to a professional code of ethics providing quality
and cost-effective professional consulting engineering services. The organisation serves
as a channel for Clients to address industry concerns while at the same time providing a
platform for the sharing of information with the aim of assisting in optimising the planning
and delivery of infrastructure projects both in the public and private sector.

The International Steel Fabricators (ISF) represents the Southern Africa construction export
industry with a special focus on steel intense projects such as power generation, power
transmission, airports, ports, bridges, tanks, tank farms, petrochemical, mining, warehousing,
factories, shopping malls, high-rise buildings, light steel frame housing, stadiums, rolling
stock, pipe racks, pipelines, etc.

www.cesa.co.za

The ISF’s primary objective is to maximise the African steel content of projects in Africa.
Although the majority of ISF members’ Head Offices are in South Africa, membership from
other Southern Africa countries are encouraged and growing.
The ISF membership comprises of the full value chain; Consulting Engineers, Project Houses,
Civil Constructors, Steel Mills, Pipe & Tube Mills, Steel Merchants, Equipment Manufacturers,
Structural Steel and Platework Fabricators, Tank Manufacturers, etc.
www.isf.co.za

FIDIC AFRICA
IFIDIC Africa, formerly the Group of African Member Associations (GAMA) of the International
Federation of Consulting Engineers (FIDIC), was formed in 1993 with the intention of
providing a platform for collaboration and improved linkages of FIDIC Member Associations
within Africa. It is run by a secretariat that manages the day-today activities of FIDIC Africa,
whilst strategic direction and decision making is carried out through the FIDIC Africa
Executive Committee comprising volunteers elected as representatives from FIDIC Africa
Member Associations (MA’s).
www.fidic.africa/fidicafrica

SOUTH AFRICAN CAPITAL EQUIPMENT EXPORT COUNCIL
The SACEEC represents the capital equipment and project sector both for new projects and
for the aftermarket. It is also the endorsed representative body for the consulting engineers
and their associated bodies, merchant bankers – with reference to their involvement in
financing capital projects, capital equipment suppliers and suppliers of services to the
capital project sector.
The SACEEC provides a facilitating role in assisting the capital equipment sector companies
to grow their business through exporting. To that end it takes a proactive role in, amongst
others:
• Assisting its members to maximise markets through providing early leads on opportunities
• Organises outward selling and inward buying missions

GROUPE EIS-EKA
EIS EKA GROUP Is EAC’s premier civil engineering and Construction Company, delivering
practical solutions to diverse clients. Established in 2010, EIS EKA GROUP was the result of a
merger between two entities, EIS LTD. and EKA SPRL. Prior to the merger, EKA focused solely
on the provision of general supply products in Burundi. EIS Ltd was established in 2005 as
aregionally based specializing in engineering and construction in all types of public works
such as road works, Earthworks, civil engineering, hydraulics, buildings, Electricity, bridges
androads, Environmental protection, Supply of drinking water and sanitation (AEPA), Urban
planning, and regional planning (GIS) etc.
The combined expertise of these organizations has granted EIS EKA GROUP. A profound
understanding of civil engineering works and geographically specific needs. Our extensive
experience and myriad client solutions leave us uniquely positioned to become the foremost
civil engineering and construction company in the region.
In 2012, the Board of Directors decided to change the name from Joint Venture EIS and EKA
to EIS EKA GROUP, as they wanted a brand that better reflects the future of the company.

• Organisers pavilions at international exhibitions and assists individual companies to
attend specific exhibitions or engage in primary market research
• Provides the one-stop access to suppliers of the sector and simplifies the identification
of suppliers for international sourcing
• Provides the vehicle for encouraging the sharing of export related facilities and manpower
and the monthly SACEEC meetings provide good opportunities for the members to
network
• Encourages the development of consortiums and the packaging of international projects
• Facilitates liaison with all departments of government
• Provides access to the combined voice of the sector on issues relating to finance
• Industrial Policy – both development and application
• Industry promotion
www.saceec.com

www.eisekagroup.com
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SOUTH AFRICAN OIL & GAS ALLIANCE (SAOGA)
SAOGA is a member based Industry Body dedicated to promoting the development of South
African-based industry supplying products and services to the upstream oil & gas sector.
It operates as a partnership between the public and private sectors, receiving public
funding to carry out a range of industry development activities and working to promote
the interests of a membership base of about 250 private sector companies which include
global oilfield service companies with bases in South Africa, oilfield-related ship/rig repair
and maintenance, logistics companies, and a diversified base of engineering and service
companies that supply equipment and specialized services to the industry.
SAOGA’s primary purpose is to grow and access Oil & Gas services opportunities in
Southern Africa that drive economic opportunity and benefit members in the Upstream
and Midstream oil and gas services value chain.

STEEL TUBE EXPORT ASSOCIATION OF SOUTH AFRICA
(STEASA)
The Steel Tube Export Association of South Africa (STEASA) has been established to develop
sustainable, internationally competitive carbon steel tube and pipe manufacturing export
markets for South African manufacturers, which meets the broader national objectives
of job creation, industry transformation, beneficiated export growth and wealth creation
through effectively utilising all resources available within the industry to promote sustainable
export growth capabilities and value for existing manufacturers and to facilitate entry into
international markets by new entrants.
www.steasa.com

As a primary facilitator, we provide a gateway to Oil and Gas Services platform to:
• Advocate for & attract investment & growth.
• Identify and timeline O&G services opportunities and connect these to members.

STUDIO MARTINI INGEGNERIA S.R.L.

• Shape and drive value, policy & develop capacity, jobs and skills.

Studio Martini Ingegneria S.r.l. is an Italian limited liability company established in 2002,
which merged from STUDIO ANTONIO MARTINI founded in 1991. The Sole Administrator
and Technical Director of the company is Eng. Antonio Martini.

• Drive investors and members’ interests ito policy and matchmaking.
• Provide a two-way conduit to policy makers from an informed member base.
• Educate stakeholders & input to developing policy in a new industry.
• Map and develop skills, services, capacity readiness.
• Collate, review & share knowledge and local understanding, data and contacts.
• Leverage government, institutional and private business resources and projects.
www.saoga.org.za

SOUTH AFRICAN ELECTROTECHNCIAL EXPORT COUNCIL
The South African Electrotechnical Export Council (SAEEC) is a non-profit organisation,
Public-Private Partnership between South African business and the Department of Trade
and Industry and Competition (dtic).
Our members are South African registered companies in Electrical Engineering, Electronics,
Telecommunications and Information Technology.
AIM:
• Facilitate the export growth for our members
• Act as a gateway for companies to identify South African suppliers and partners:
011 315 0209
• Coordinate the export marketing efforts of the sector
• Provide a link to Government
• Promote the South African Electrotechnical sector internationally.
www.saaec.org.za

Studio Martini’s primary specialty is in civil infrastructure, transportation planning, design
and civil works supervision. The firm carries out all activities at each phase of the contract:
Prefeasibility, Design, Civil Works Supervision, Design Review and Project Validation, Quality
Control of Building Materials and Construction Techniques, Site Safety Coordination and
Final Testing. Initially focusing on transportation planning and road infrastructure, over
the years it has progressively expanded its areas of business, building on long-standing
experience and partnerships, which have enabled it to evolve into an organization able to
offer a full range of advanced services in all areas of civil engineering and the areas of telecommunications broadband infrastructure.
The Company’s in-house organizational structure consists of the Technical Director Dr. Ing.
Antonio Martini, a team of 50 engineers and technicians in the fields of transportation,
structural, environmental, geotechnical, hydraulic, urban planning, and telecommunications
infrastructure, quantity surveyors, and support staff.
Studio Martini has been certified under ISO 9001/UNI EN ISO 9001: 2015 Quality System
since December 2004 and since 2011 Studio Martini has extended its compliance under the
Quality System ISO 9001/UNI EN ISO 9001: 2015, for the activities of “Design Review of civil
engineering project designs for purposes of Validation”. In August 2016, Studio Martin was
certified under ISO 14001 / UNI EN ISO 14001: 2015 for Environmental Management System
as well as to the International Standards for Workplace Health and Safety Management
System under UNI ISO 45001:2018.
Studio Martini has an established geographical presence in South Africa since 2013 under
the branch office Studio Martini Ingegneria (Pty) LTD. Eng. Antonio Martini is registered as
a Professional Engineer with ECSA (Engineering Council of South Africa), and has a strong
understanding of local engineering standards and norms.
At international scale, presently Studio Martini is working in South Africa, Ghana, Ethiopia,
Israel, Romania and Thailand.

SRT S.R.L.

www.martiniingegneria.it

SRT is a company of Salcef Group operating in the global market of design and manufacturing
of rolling stock for track maintenance. The company offers a wide range of services, from
sale and rental to maintenance and after-sales assistance.
SRT products and services stand out for their quality and efficiency, thanks to expert staff
knowledge, on-site experience, and constant investment in innovative solutions research.
www.srtfano.com/en
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UNIVERSITY OF PRETORIA - FACULTY OF ENGINEERING,
BUILT ENVIRONMENT AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
(EBIT)
The University of Pretoria (UP) is one of the largest contact and residential universities in
South Africa, spread over seven campuses. It has been producing exceptional graduates
and research since 1908. UP has nine faculties and a business school and is a leading
research intensive university in South Africa.
UP’s engineering programmes are hosted in the Faculty of Engineering, Built Environment
and Information Technology (EBIT). This is the Faculty of its kind in Africa with more than
11 000 contact students of which 30% are graduate students. The University’s engineering
discipline has been ranked among the Top 1% in the world by the Web of Science Clarivate
Analytics Essential Science Indicators for research citations.
The Faculty of Engineering, Built Environment and Information Technology (EBIT) contributes
around 28% of the graduate degree engineers in South Africa. All our engineering
undergraduate degree programs are accredited by the Engineering Council of South Africa
(ECSA) which was among the first signatories to the Washington Accord.
www.up.ac.za

For insight into South Africa’s Real Economy,
Subscribe to Creamer Media’s
Engineering News & Mining Weekly

Published Every Friday!
Email us at subscriptions@creamermedia.co.za
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MEDIA PARTNERS

Join Africa’s Infrastructure
Development Boom
17 – 18 August 2022

Developing Infrastructure for Growth
Key challenges will be to
Africa’s vast infrastructure

supply the burgeoning

deficit is a constraint on its

population with reliable

growth, but also an opportunity

electricity, affordable housing,

to leapfrog to new, more

and transport infrastructure,

efficient technologies.

though these industries will
also create new jobs.

For Africa, the need for
adequate infrastructure -

As Africa becomes more

secure energy, efficient

urbanized, public goods will

transport, reliable

become easier and cheaper

communication systems,

to deliver to a more

resilient sanitation, and

geographically concentrated

affordable housing - is

population.

particularly apparent.

GET MORE INFO on the website infrastructure-africa.com
TO BOOK A STAND call 011 463 9184 or email info@infrastructure-africa.com

62

STRATEGIC PARTNER

Join the conversation at the Infrastructure Africa.
Subscribe to the newsletter and stay informed.

